Minutes of the Fluoridation Advisory Board Meeting

April 20, 2007

Members in attendance: Patrick Credeur Jr. (chairman), Hosea Doucet, MD, Chris Cosse, DDS, John Taylor, DDS, C.J. Richard, DDS

Non-members in attendance: Sheri Sison (Fluoride Program Manager), Dionne Richardson, DDS, MPH (State Dental Director), Ward Blackwell (executive director, LDA)

Patrick Credeur called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m. 

Since he had another meeting to attend, Pat Credeur asked Ward Blackwell, Executive Director, to discuss the HCSR and new developments, first. 

Mr. Blackwell explained how the Louisiana Dental Association (LDA) sponsored the HCSR. He explained that the Oral Health Program educated the legislators and provided them with written materials. While the feedback from the legislators regarding community water fluoride was positive, the LDA is not able to pursue a mandate at this time. He explained that the LDA considers this the beginning of a long campaign, with the intention of filing a bill for a statewide mandate in 2008.  The LDA was unable to file a bill this year because the limit of 5 nonfiscal bills to each legislator made it difficult to find a sponsor, and the political liability associated with term limits.  He explained that the environment next year would be focused on policymaking, and therefore more suitable to these efforts.

Mr. Blackwell described future activities of the LDA. The American Dental Association has a new State Based Public Affairs program, with fluoride as one of their significant issues. The intent of the program is to provide support for state programs. Louisiana has been designated as a tier 2 state, which will receive limited support.  In the interest of coalition building, The ADA will fund a contracted person for a yearlong effort of education and public relations. These activities will culminate in 2008, with the introduction of a bill to mandate community water fluoridation. The lobbyist of LDA will continue to work to try to get more money allocated for the Fluoride Program from the Public Health Block Grant. 

Pat Credeur asked Sheri Sison to discuss the Fluoride Program. Ms. Sison explained the impact of Hurricane Katrina and Rita on the water systems.  She explained that baseline data was that 43% of the population of LA served by water systems were receiving adequate fluoridation. Current levels are now at 35%. Ms. Sison explained that the impact to New Orleans and Lake Charles affected a large proportion of the population. Ms. Sison mentioned that she was going to contact Dr. Kevin Stevens, the medical director of the City of New Orleans Health Department to discuss this with him. Dr. Doucet stated that he would be happy to attend to lend support from a physician.  Ms. Sison explained all of the current successes of the Fluoride Program including the initiation of fluoride in Crowley and Walker, and the House Concurrent Study Resolution (HCSR) presentation to the Health and Welfare Committee.

Dr. C. J. Richard and Ms. Sison discussed the current standing of the ordinance that was passed in Walker in 2005.  Dr. Richard told the Board that when Ms. Sison went to Walker in February to deliver the contract to the city council, a particular member of the city council expressed concerns with the safety of fluoridating.  He elaborated that at the city council meeting, the same member of the city council presented Ms. Sison with some information from the internet. Ms. Sison assured him that fluoride was safe and beneficial, but she would be happy to look at his information and supply him with the needed research.  Ms. Sison sent him reliable pertinent scientific information via Dr. Richard. She also sent a contract for fluoride equipment to Dr. Richard to deliver to the Mayor.  Dr. Richard stated that while he knew both parties received the information, he had not heard back from the city council member, or the mayor.  He agreed to follow up with the mayor regarding the equipment contract, and will follow up with Ms. Sison.

Dr. John Taylor and Ms. Sison discussed the current status of the fluoridation efforts in Crowley.  While they passed an ordinance in 2004 and signed a contract, they have yet to implement fluoride for a variety of reasons. The current impetus is the private water system, LAWCO, who does not want to fluoridate. Dr. Taylor explained that he is personal friends with the new mayor in Crowley, and he is committed to see fluoridation in Crowley.  Ms. Sison explained that several days before an agreement was reached between LAWCO and the City of Crowley, and the plans were being designed.  Implementation must begin by June 30, 2007 with the contract deadline. 

Mr. Credeur asked Dr. Dionne Richardson, state dental director, to discuss the new initiatives, related to fluoride, within the Oral Health Program.  Dr. Richardson explained that the Oral Health Program received a HRSA grant to improve infrastructure and was going to hire 2 new staff members. One specifically, would be a Fluoride Program Coordinator/ Monitor, who would assist Ms. Sison in her efforts. They are looking for a person who is centrally located in LA, without a dental background, to relieve the administrative burdens of the program.  She enumerated some of the job duties associated with the position: enforce 100% compliance of water systems, perform biannual inspections, collaborate with DHH, target New Orleans, Lake Charles, and Baton Rouge, and the Northshore, provide water operator education and continuing education to dentists, attend quarterly meetings with the Fluoride Advisory Board, identify community leaders, conduct meetings with the LDA and the LDHA, and report data to WFRS. 

The Board discussed increasing funding for the fluoride program.  Members all expressed a desire for the program to move forward more quickly.  Dr. Taylor stated that a city by city approach was complicated and time consuming.  Pat Credeur expressed an interest in pursuing some foundations for funds. Ms. Sison will investigate this further.  Mr. Credeur also stated that he would like to send a letter to all members of the Louisiana House and Senate advising them of the benefits of the program and the need for additional funding. He would do this as chairman of the Fluoride Advisory Board and LRWA would fund all expenses associated with this effort. He requested that Ms. Sison supply him with scientific information to include in the letter. 

A member of the board asked about the status of our Baton Rouge efforts. Dr. Richardson stated that Mayor Kip Holden had expressed to people at LSU Dental School that he did not support fluoridation of Baton Rouge. Dr. Richard mentioned that he was unsuccessful in contacting Mayor Holden to set up a meeting. Ms. Sison explained that LAWCO, the private water system in Crowley, was the same water system that supplies Baton Rouge. Currently, LAWCO is also strongly opposed to fluoride, and would probably lobby against any of the Fluoride Program’s efforts. Ms. Sison suggested that perhaps after LAWCO implemented fluoride in Crowley, LAWCO would recognize the simplicity of fluoridating, and perhaps change their current position. Everyone present agreed. 

Dr. Richard also mentioned a statement that he heard from faculty at LSUSD that the caries rate in middle class Baton Rouge was higher than the indigent population in New Orleans. All agreed that this is a powerful statement about the effectiveness of community water fluoridation.  Dr. Richardson suggested that Ms. Sison contact Rebecca Pousson at LSUSD. 

Ms. Sison summarized the discussions of the meetings and the directives of the Board. Mr. Credeur adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m.

