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CALL TO ORDER

MR. RUIZ:  

We'll call the meeting to order for the Firemens' Supplemental Pay Board for December 1, 2011.  

Roll call, please?

MS. ROBERTS:


Okay.  Brien Ruiz?
MR. RUIZ:

Here.

MS. ROBERTS:


Junior Price?
MR. PRICE:


Here.

MS. ROBERTS:


Ronnie Schillace?
MR. SCHILLACE:


Here.

MS. ROBERTS:


Roy Robichaux?
MR. ROBICHAUX:

Here.

MS. ROBERTS:


Dan Cotten?  
MR. COTTEN:


Here.
MR. RUIZ:

All present and accounted for.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING

MR. RUIZ:

Approval of the minutes of the Board meeting for 

August 4, 2011.

MR. ROBICHAUX:
I make a motion that we approve the minutes as written.  

MR. PRICE:


Second.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor of the approval of the minutes, signify by saying "aye." 
MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.
MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)


Hearing none, the motion passes.
OLD BUSINESS

MR. RUIZ:


Old business, Susan?
MS. ROBERTS:


We don't have any old business.
MR. RUIZ:


Sounds good to me.
NEW BUSINESS
Iberia Fire Department- Dwayne Thevis
MR. RUIZ:


New business?
MS. ROBERTS:


The first thing we have on our agenda is Iberia Fire Department, Dwayne Thevis, and Mr. Thevis, I received his application and I brought it before the Board because his job title was auto mechanic.  I have his application attached with all his documents, and I believe him and his chief are here.

MR. RUIZ:


Chief, step forward, please.


You saying in his job classification, he fights fire; is that true?
MR. BONAN:

Yes.  We're actually working on the classification right now.  He is to go out to fire scenes.  Right now, he responds to all structure fires and grass fires during the daytime hours, and if we need him for anything major a nighttime, he is on a callout, automatic callout, to be -- my deputy chief, and he actually also responds to the majority of our medical calls during the day.  He's not tied up underneath the truck.  If something has to get done, then he responds with us on medical calls.  The fire calls, no matter what is going on,  he responds during the daytime hours.
MR. RUIZ:


Chief Dan?
MR. COTTEN:

Chief, what is your on-duty strength during the day?

MR. BONAN:


I have five guys working, two in a rescue truck, three in a pumper, and myself, my deputy chief.   
MR. RUIZ:


Anymore questions?
MR. SCHILLACE:


I make a motion that we approve him.

MR. COTTEN:


Second.

MR. RUIZ:


Motion and a second.


All in favor signify by saying "aye."

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)

Hearing no opposed, the motion passes.

MS. ROBERTS:


We'll have to get Act 110 money on his.

MR. RUIZ:


Okay.

MS. ROBERTS:


So I can put him on July 1st to current, but his other money he'll get, I just don't have a date for it yet.

MR. RUIZ:


So, from July 1st back -- what is his confirmation date?

MS. ROBERTS:


Let's see.  He was hired 1/1/2010, so six months from that date, so his effective date would be 1/1/2011.

MR. RUIZ:


So we owe him a year of back pay?
MS. ROBERTS:


I'll pay him July, so we'll owe him January through  June, six months, $3,000.
MR. RUIZ:


Chief, do us a favor, and the next time you have a situation like this, do it, and as soon as you can just -- this Act 110 is not guaranteed.  I mean, we've never been denied, but we're getting ready to go after some serious 

Act 110 money for a couple of individuals.  It's going to be  -- give us this money.   
MR. BONAN:


I just have one more question.  We had a Josh Lockey --

MS. ROBERTS:


He's on my list. 
MR. ROBICHAUX:


That's with which department?

MR. BONAN:


Iberia Fire District.

MS. ROBERTS:


Joshua Lockey, yes, he's on there.

MR. BONAN:


He's on there?
MS. ROBERTS:


Yes, he's on there.

MR. BONAN:


So he'll get approved?

MS. ROBERTS:

Yes.  He'll get a check December --

MR. RUIZ:


Thirtieth.

MS. ROBERTS:


December 30th, and it will be in the amount of $1,817.

MR. BONAN:


Thank you.  
Jefferson Parish Fire Department - Keith Neidlinger
MR. RUIZ:

Jefferson Parish?

MS. ROBERTS:


Keith Neidlinger, I don't know if I'm saying that right.  I brought his also before the Board because he had a questionable job title, fire prevention education officer.

MR. RUIZ:


Was he hired -- they must have just hired him off the street?

MS. ROBERTS:


He came from New Orleans.  He was getting supplemental pay at New Orleans.
MR. PRICE:

So he was in a prior service?

MS. ROBERTS:


Yes.  He was a prior service.

MR. PRICE:


I'll make a motion.

MR. RUIZ:


Motion.


Second? 
MR. SCHILLACE:


I'll second.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)


Hearing none, the motion passes.

Shreveport Fire Department - Randell McCollum

Shreveport Fire Department - Patrick Mosley

MR. RUIZ:

Shreveport?

MS. ROBERTS:


I have two individuals from Shreveport, Randell McCollum and Patrick Mosley.  They both, their titles are emergency vehicle tech, so I brought those before the Board.
MR. COTTEN:

Shreveport is like most others.  These guys, they work shift rotations.  They are on call duty and are required to respond to any second alarm or greater fire, or at a specific emergency, they get in and bring up air supply vehicle and fill bottles or bring equipment or bring whatever is  necessary to the scene that actually helps the firemen.
MR. SCHILLACE:


So they are on the fire scene?

MR. COTTEN:


Yes, sir.  They do respond.
MR. RUIZ:

Chief Dan makes a motion?
MR. COTTEN:


Yes.
MR. ROBICHAUX:


Second.

MR. RUIZ:


Motion by Chief Dan, seconded by Chief Robichaux.


All in favor of the motion, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)


Hearing none, the motion passes.


(Off-the-record discussion.)

St. Rose Fire Department - New District

MS. ROBERTS:

Our next thing on the agenda is St. Rose Fire  Department.  This is a new fire district.  I don't see where anybody had ever gotten supplemental pay there.  

So they submitted the questionnaire, and all these other documents for two individuals there.

MR. COTTEN:


What fire district was that again?

MS. ROBERTS:


St. Rose.

MR. RUIZ:


St. Rose Fire Department.  


Any fire departments know anything about that, Chief  Roy?
MR. ROBICHAUX:


No.

MR. SCHILLACE:


What's their work schedule, are they full-time?

MR. PRICE:


Yes.
MS. ROBERTS:


Yes, they're full-time.  Yes.  They gave a job description somewhere. 
MR. SCHILLACE:


Forty hours a week?  

MS. ROBERTS:


Yes.  It should be in there.

MR. SCHILLACE:


I'm looking at it.  It looks like it's eight hours a  day, forty hours a week.
MR. RUIZ:


I think we've got Harvey or somewhere too --

MR. SCHILLACE:


They did a lot in St. Charles Parish where they have people during the day.
MR. RUIZ:


Oh, okay.

MR. RUIZ:


What do they do at night?  
MS. ROBERTS:


Probably call out.

MR. RUIZ:


I was asking Chief Roy because he's probably familiar with it.  I'm not.

(Off-the-record discussion.)

MR. SCHILLACE:


What parish is this?

MR. RUIZ:


St. Charles.

I guess the first thing we've got to do is, we've got to recognize them as a fire department.


A motion is in order to recognize St. Charles -- well, actually, it's St. Rose Volunteer Fire Department as a fire department representing St. Rose, Louisiana.
MR. PRICE:


Motion.

MR. SCHILLACE:


I'll second that motion.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor of recognizing them as a fire department 

eligible for supplemental pay, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)


Hearing no opposed, the motion passes.

St. Rose Fire Department - Johnny Bourgeois

St. Rose Fire Department - Ronald Francis

MR. RUIZ:


The applications for these two individuals, do they meet the qualifications?

MS. ROBERTS:

As far as I can see.  Yesterday, I called him because I had -- when I looked at -- you know, they sent me minutes of where they were -- I guess they got the authority to do the hiring, and then they sent minutes where it gave a date that they were going to start, January 2011, I think, yes -- oh, I might not have needed that.  It will go into effect January 1, 2011.  It is on the minutes.  I made him send a letter, so he has a letter, also, because I guess I didn't see that.
MR. RUIZ:


So they also qualify for Act 110 money?

MS. ROBERTS:


No.  They would have to be there one year.  Their effective date would be January 2012.

MR. RUIZ:


Oh, okay.

MS. ROBERTS:


They're not effective until last month, so we don't have to get Act 110 on those.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


I have a question.  On the application for Ronald Francis, it's showing an employment date of '08.

MS. ROBERTS:


I think they were working there already, but they  weren't working as firefighters, and I think they put that date, but  I won't go by that.  I am going to go -- look on the minutes, because that confused me at first -- let me see where it is at.
MR. RUIZ:

Because the other guy, his got 1/1/11.

MS. ROBERTS:


Well, originally -- okay.  That is what confused me yesterday, I bet. 


Let's see.  They were already there.  It says, "the Board discussed the documentation on paid employees and job descriptions.  Discussion follows.  Right now, Johnny and Ron are classified as maintenance.  They need to be reclassified for State pay."  So that is when they -- they other minutes say they're going to hire them January 1, 2011, as firefighters.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


I make a motion that we accept them, but in the motion,  we use that as the effective date, not what is on the application.  
MR. RUIZ:


Second?
MR. PRICE:


Second.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor of the motion, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)


Hearing no opposed, the motion passes.


That is for both of them, Chief?

MR. ROBICHAUX:


That is for both of them.

LEGAL MATTERS
MR. RUIZ:


Any legal matters?

MS. ROBERTS:


No.

MR. RUIZ:


You never did get that Attorney General's opinion that we asked for on that boy that was going to Iraq?
MR. SCHEXNAYDER:

No.

(Off-the-record discussion.) 
NEW APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL

MR. RUIZ:


New applicants?
MS. ROBERTS:


There are two on here that I didn't want to retype again.  It's New Orleans, Dzung Tran, I had 2011.  It should be '10 for his hire date.  And then on St. Bernard, James --

MR. RUIZ:


Terluin.

MS. ROBERTS:


No, that wasn't him.  Was that him?

MR. RUIZ:


Yes, it's him.

MS. ROBERTS:


Yes, yes.  I had to change his, so I did it --
MR. RUIZ:


It's the same as the other ones?

MS. ROBERTS:


Yes.

MR. RUIZ:


That's the grant money, that's the people we hired with the grant.


(Off-the-record discussion.)

MR. RUIZ:


We're back up to 109 people.

MR. SCHILLACE:


I have a question.  I received a letter from 

District 12, inquiring about the communications officer.   This is going to be administrative in District 12 in 

St. Tammany where he has applied for State supplemental pay, and he is actually a dispatcher, but he was hired as a dispatcher.  His civil service rank is a dispatcher.  Once hired, he -- a few months later, they pulled him and put him into fire prevention duties.  He did that for a while, maybe three months or so, and then went back to dispatcher.  So the question was, is he eligible for State supplemental pay.  I don't know if this -- I don't think the other dispatchers receive it, do they?
MR. RUIZ:


Well --

MR. SCHILLACE:


They do?
MS. ROBERTS:


It's just like everyone from -- his app is just like Jefferson Parish's, so I can't --
MR. SCHILLACE:


I know.

MR. RUIZ:


So we can straighten this situation up, I can't see how you are going to deny any one of them.  

MS. ROBERTS:


Uh-uh.

MR. RUIZ:


It's another entry that we've got to have to take up, look at a different angle.


Chief Roy had a question.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


On that one -- not on that one.  The other dispatchers -- the concern is, the other dispatchers, I don't think, are receiving it.
MS. ROBERTS:


No, because they're not certified.


(Off-the-record discussion.)

MR. ROBICHAUX:


I asked the question --
MR. SCHEXNAYDER:


Well, it's always been the opinion of Board all they've got to do is fight fires.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Well, ours do.  We have dispatchers.  They do -- I say they fight fires, they fight fires off duty.  

MR. RUIZ:


There's a loophole.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Any working fire, they come in off duty, okay, so they  do respond to the fire scene, like I say, so -- and I understand everybody is different.  Some of them do and some of them don't.  Ours do, and they came from the floor, so to speak.  They came from an engine into dispatch, so they were already getting State supplemental pay, and, like I say, they do fight fires on their off-duty time.
MR. RUIZ:


Let's go off the record.

(Off-the-record discussion.)

MR. RUIZ:


Make a motion.
MR. SCHILLACE:


I'll make a motion to approve.

MR. RUIZ:


Let's get a second, and then we'll have discussion.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


I'll second it.


And I just have a question for Susan.  This -- officer, do you want to take him up now or after?

MS. ROBERTS:


I was going to do them after you all approved them, then I was going we're going to --

MR. ROBICHAUX:


I'll second the motion to approve these.
MR. RUIZ:


Okay.  All in favor of approving the applications, 

signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


Any opposed?


(No response.)


Hearing no opposed, the application passes.

MR. SCHILLACE:


When will they receive their first check?

MS. ROBERTS:


December 30th.

MR. RUIZ:


December 31st.

MR. COTTEN:


The Shreveport guys --

MS. ROBERTS:


Are they on there?

MR. COTTEN:


We already approved them, the mechanics.  When we get done, if we will just find out when they'll -- because they're going to ask me.

MS. ROBERTS:


Oh, these people we just approved?
MR. COTTEN:

Yes.
MS. ROBERTS:


Oh, December, they'll get a check in December.  All of these -- everything --

MR. RUIZ:


Every approved person will get a check the 31st of December.

MR. COTTEN:


Okay.  But not all of them, right?

MS. ROBERTS:


Well, there are -- only the ones that aren't -- like anybody who has an eligible date of December prior, you know, they will.

MR. COTTEN:


Right.  Okay.
MS. ROBERTS:


Is there someone Mr. Dan you wanted to check on?

MR. ROBICHAUX:


That was those two, the Shreveport.

MS. ROBERTS:


Oh, the Shreveport.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


They wanted to make sure they were on here, the Shreveport guys.
MS. ROBERTS:

Okay.  I had a lot from Shreveport this time, New Orleans, Shreveport.

Plaquemines Parish Fire Department - Stephen Orkus 

MS. ROBERTS:

We have three applications.  I am going to do them each at a time.  The first one is from Plaquemines Parish, Stephen Orkus.  Mr. Roy brought it in.  Everything is attached, except for, he has some prior service with Kenner.  I actually called the chief there to get his prior service, so I actually have the dates that he, you know, worked there so I can calculate into what his effective date is.

MR. RUIZ:


What's his name?

MS. ROBERTS:


Stephen Orkus.

MR. PRICE:


I make a motion to accept.

MR. SCHILLACE:

I'll second that motion.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor of the motion, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


The motion passes.

Hammond Rural Fire Department - Michael McTaggart
MS. ROBERTS:


And I have two from Hammond -- are these both Hammond Rural or one Hammond and one Hammond Rural?

MR. SCHILLACE:


You should have two.  You should have one from Hammond Rural and one from Hammond City.

MS. ROBERTS:


Okay.  Well, I'll do them separate then.


Hammond Rural has a Michael McTaggart, and Mr. Ronnie brought it in.  1/24/10 is when he was hired, and his effective date is 1/24/2011.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


I'll make a motion to approve it.
MS. ROBERTS:


Act 110 on him, also.

MR. RUIZ:


Second?
MR. SCHILLACE:


So he will get --

MR. RUIZ:


Second?
MR. SCHILLACE:


Yes, yes.  I'll second.  I'll second.  I'm sorry.

MS. ROBERTS:


He's getting Act 110, so he'll only get $3,000 on this check, and his other will be Act 110 money, and I don't know  -- I just did a request, so he's going to have to wait until probably towards the end of the year before -- not -- like, May, April, June, you know.

MR. PRICE:


The fiscal year.

MR. SCHILLACE:


December 31st, he will get $500 --

MS. ROBERTS:


No.  $3,000.
MR. SCHILLACE:


Okay.  $3,000.

MR. RUIZ:


Then he'll get a regular check.

MS. ROBERTS:


Until I get this approved.
MR. SCHILLACE:


Okay.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


The motion passes.


Next?

Hammond City Fire Department - Chris Collura 
MS. ROBERTS:

The last one is Hammond City Fire Department, Chris Collura.  This is someone also that Mr. Ronnie brought in.   He has worked -- I mean, he has no break in service.  He just left Natalbany where he is getting supplemental pay one day and he went to this other place the next day.
MR. ROBICHAUX:


I'll make a motion.

MR. COTTEN:


Second.

MR. RUIZ:


All in favor of the motion, signify by saying "aye." 

MR. PRICE:


Aye.

MR. SCHILLACE:


Aye.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Aye.

MR. COTTEN:


Aye.

MR. RUIZ:


The motion passes.


(Off-the-record discussion.)

BUDGET MATTERS

MR. RUIZ:


Let's see.  Budget matters?
MS. ROBERTS:


I don't really have anything right now.  I mean, it's still kind of early in the fiscal year, but next meeting, we'll definitely have a projection.
SET TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING

MR. RUIZ:


Okay.  Set the time and date --

MR. SCHILLACE:


While we're talking about the time and date, I'm new so I don't know, how concrete are these dates?

MS. ROBERTS:


Not.

MR. SCHILLACE:


There is a conflict in August with the International Fire Chief's Conference.

MS. ROBERTS:


Okay.  

MR. SCHILLACE:


That is going to be in Denver.

MS. ROBERTS:


We can do it the following week, if you all want?

MR. ROBICHAUX:


The following week is the LSFA Conference, but the conference doesn't start until Thursday, so a Wednesday meeting would be fine.

MS. ROBERTS:


Okay.

MR. RUIZ:


Tell me the dates, and I'll be here.

ADJOURN
MR. SCHILLACE:


I'll make a motion to adjourn.

MR. ROBICHAUX:


Second.





(The meeting was adjourned.)

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE


I, Michelle S. Abadie, Certified Court Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, as do hereby certify that the foregoing thirty (30) pages, constitute a true and correct transcription of the meeting held on December 1, 2011, regarding the Firemens' Supplemental Pay Board of Review; 


That the minutes of this meeting was transcribed by me from an audio recording of the proceedings;

 
And that I am not related to any of the parties herein, nor am I otherwise interested in the outcome of this matter.

   



                  _______________________________





MICHELLE S. ABADIE, CCR #24032
* * * A P P R O V A L  O F  M I N U T E S * * *

_____________________________

___________________________

Brien Ruiz, Chairman   


Ozias "Junior" Price
MICHELLE S. ABADIE, CCR

(225-261-5109)


