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TENTATIVE MINUTES (PENDING COMMISSION APPROVAL)
MEETING OF THE 

LOUISIANA AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY AND SEED COMMISSION
                                                                                                    
May 6, 2026
9:30 AM

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY
VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORIDA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, LA 70806

NOTE: THESE ARE TENTATIVE MINUTES FROM THE MAY 6, 2026 MEETING OF THE LOUISIANA AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY AND SEED COMMISSION.  A FINAL VERSION OF THESE MINUTES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE AFTER APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSION AT ITS NEXT, REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING.

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by Mr. Todd Parker, Confidential Assistant to Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM.

ROLL CALL

The roll was called by Mrs. Tina Ficklin.

The following commission members and/or designees were present: Mr. Todd Parker, Designee for Commissioner Mike Strain; Dr. Philip Elzer, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station; Dr. Edward Twidwell, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service; Mr. Cecil Jones, Seed Industry Representative; Mr. Brett Richard, Feed Industry Representative; Mr. Andy Brown, Designee for Mr. Richard Fontenot, Louisiana Farm Bureau Assn; Mr. Gregory Gravois, House Ag Committee Appointee;  Mr. Travis Walker, Senate Ag Committee Appointee.  A quorum was declared.

Others Present: Craig Waguespack, Director of LDAF Feed Programs Division; Dr. Ted Gauthier, Director of LDAF Agricultural Chemistry Program; Angelle Pearson Pierson, Director of the LDAF Fertilizer Programs; Michael Lowe, Seed Program Coordinator; Brent Cutrer, Industrial Hemp Program Coordinator; Tina Ficklin, Seed Programs; and Amy McInnis, LDAF General Counsel. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the proceedings from the October 22, 2025, Agricultural Chemistry and Seed Commission meeting as presented was made by Dr. Philip Elzer and seconded by Mr. Travis Walker. Motion approved unanimously.

FUTURE MEETING DATES

The LDAF staff recommended a tentative date for the fall commission meeting.  The commission members agreed with the proposed date of October 21, 2026.  

NEW BUSINESS

Program Updates

Seed and Industrial Hemp Programs Division

Seed Program – Mr. Michael Lowe gave an update on LDAF seed sampling and seed laboratory testing data for FY 2026. 

Mr. Brent Cutrer gave an update on the Louisiana Certified field acreage for crop year 2026. 

Industrial Hemp Program – Mr. Brent Cutrer gave an update of current calendar year Industrial Hemp data.

Agricultural Chemistry Programs Division

Agricultural Chemistry – Dr. Ted Gauthier gave an update on the LDAF Agricultural Chemistry Laboratory and the Fertilizer/Lime Program.  

AHFS Feed Programs Division 

Feed Program – Mr. Craig Waguespack provided an update on the LDAF Feed Program.  

Certified-To-Certified Rice Varieties
Fitzgerald 
Due to a lack of varietal supply, Crowley Grain Drier (as part of Helena) requested approval to plant Certified Fitzgerald for the 2026 planting season to produce Certified-to-Certified Fitzgerald for the 2027 seed supply. Brent Cutrer reached out to AOSCA, neighboring states and LSU, all of whom confirmed the seed shortage and support Crowley Grain’s request to recertify.
Motion to approve and allow Crowley Grain to produce certified-to-certified variety of Fitzgerald rice for crop year 2026 was made by Mr. Andy Brown, seconded by Mr. Cecil Jones. Motion passed unanimously.


Mermentau
Rauser Farm, Inc requested approval to produce Certified Mermentau rice for the 2026 planting season to produce Certified-to-Certified Mermentau for the 2027 seed supply. With the popularity of the hybrid, Clearfield and Provisia varieties, other seed companies have elected to discontinue producing Mermentau seed.  However, Rauser Brothers continue to grow and supply Mermentau to small organic growers and others that favor this variety.  Brent Cutrer reached out to AOSCA, neighboring states and LSU, all of whom confirmed the limited supply of seed and support Rauser Farm’s request to recertify.
Motion to approve and allow Rauser Farms, Inc to produce certified-to-certified variety of Mermentau rice for crop year 2026 was made by Mr. Andy Brown, seconded by Mr. Gregory Gravois. Motion passed unanimously.
Proposed Rule Change to LAC7:XIII.763.C FIELD INSPECTIONS AND SAMPLING
Brent Cutrer proposed removing the Yellow Leaf Virus field sampling requirement from LAC 7:XIII.763.C of the Sugarcane Certification Standards.
Improved data shows the infection rate has continued to increase significantly since 2024 in the certified sugarcane fields.  Increased pressure from neighboring commercial fields further strains the ability of the growers producing certified sugarcane to compete. Therefore, to ensure the continued success of the Certified Sugarcane crop, LDAF supports the removal of the field sampling for Yellow Leaf Virus testing.  LDAF, LSU, and the certified sugarcane industry, support maintaining the Greenhouse requirement for testing the Foundation stock for Yellow Leaf Virus. 
Motion to approve the recommendations of LDAF to amend LAC 7:XIII.763.C.2-5;E Field Inspections and Sampling by removing the Yellow Leaf Virus testing requirement from Field inspections was made by Mr. Gregory Gravois; seconded by Mr. Travis Walker. Motion passed unanimously.
Discussion: Request to add Waterhemp (Amaranthus tuberculatus) and Italian Ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum) to the Louisiana Noxious Weed list
The commission agreed that further discussion and research by Seed Laboratory staff was needed and this request, if merited after review, be presented at the fall meeting of the commission as a proposed rule change.
Petition for Amendment of Rule – LAC 7:XVII.101
Mr. Kohl Harrington petitioned the commission to   Commercial Feed administrative rules, specifically LAC 7:XVII.101, to add a definition of the term “raw,” to exclude feed products or ingredients that have been subjected to cold pasteurization techniques, including high pressure processing. Mr. Harrington addressed the commission and answered questions from commission members. Director of Feed Programs Division, Craig Waguespack, and LDAF General Counsel, Amy McInnis, provided the department’s response, that the Commercial Feed statutes and regulations authorize the adoption of AAFCO’s official definitions and model regulations when not in conflict with law, and that to deviate from uniformity with AAFCO’s definitions would result in discrepancies with other states’ regulations and therefore affect commercial feed companies’ ability to conduct interstate commerce in Louisiana, which could, in turn, ultimately impact the department’s ability to regulate as well as its ultimate mission of consumer protection. 

Motion to reject the petition was made by Dr. Philip Elzer, seconded by Mr. Gregory Gravois.  Motion passed unanimously.  

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment.


ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Andy Brown and seconded by Mr. Travis Walker.  Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m.
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