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Emergency Medical Services Commission

Meeting Minutes
April 17, 2026
1) Call to Order: Chair Casey McBeath called the meeting to order at  9:21 a.m.
2) Pledge of Allegiance
3) Roll Call

	Commissioner Name
	
	Commissioner Name
	

	Otha Henry Schamburg, Chair

Public EMS Agency 
	Absent
	Brandon Lee

Professional Firefighters Association
	Present

	Christopher McCuller, M.D.
Louisiana State Medical Society
	Present
	Casey McBeath

Private EMS Agency
	Present

	Carl Flores 

Paramedic
	Present
	David Rayburn, M.D.

American Academy of Pediatrics
	Absent

	 Toby Henry

Louisiana Fire Chiefs Association
	Present
	Alison Smith, M.D.

American College of Surgeons
	Present

	Kirk LaCour

Louisiana Municipal Association
	Present
	Christopher Willoughby, M.D.

American College of Emergency Physicians
	Present

	Troy Gauthier
Emergency Medical Technicians
	Present
	VACANT
Louisiana State Nurses Association/

Emergency Nurses Association                  
	

	
	
	Quorum
	Yes


	Bureau of Emergency Medical Services Staff
	

	Susan Bailey, Director 
	Present

	Stacy Barbay, Deputy Director, Commission Facilitator
	Present

	David McKay, Bureau of Legal Services
	Present

	Alexandra Washington. Bureau of Legal Services
	Absent

	Carlesia Bibbins, Bureau of Legal Services
	Present


4) Public  Comment:  None
– At every open meeting of the EMS Certification Commission, members of the public shall be afforded an opportunity to make public comment addressing any matters set by agenda for discussion at that meeting, subject to the following:

a. Concerns and public comments shall be limited to five minutes per individual unless the time limitations are waived by a majority of the EMS Certification Commission members present.

b. Anyone wishing to speak on a specific item must present the request prior to the convening of the meeting. Cards shall be available to place the request for public comment, along with the requestor’s name and for whom the requestor is appearing.

c. The chair may defer public comment on a specific agenda item until the item is brought up for discussion. However, the five-minute limitation for public comment shall remain in effect unless waived by a majority of the EMS Certification Commission members present.

d. In additional, the chair of the EMS Certification Commission may recognize individuals at a public meeting at his or her discretion.

e. Unless otherwise provided by law, public comment is not part of the evidentiary record of a hearing or case unless sworn, subject to cross-examination, offered by a party as relevant testimony, and received in accordance with under the Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.

5) Approval of Minutes

The February 27, 2026 meeting minutes were approved with reading waived.  Motion made by Bandon Lee and 2nd by Toby Henry.  Motion carried unanimously. 
6) Formal Disciplinary Hearings/Consent Order
	Name
	Violations
	Action

	Quartez Buck Jackson
	
	Decision: No action
Recusal: Brandon Lee abstains from voting
Motion: Toby Henry
Second: Kirk Lacour
Vote: Unanimous


	Katherine Christopher
	• LAC Tit. 46.XXXVIII §505.D.2  providing emergency medical services without due regard for the health and safety of clients or patients; 

• LAC Tit. 46.XXXVIII §505.D.9 exhibiting professional or medical incompetence

• LAC Tit. 46.XXXVIII §505.D.4 - exhibiting incompetency or unfitness by reason of negligence, habit or other cause.

*Definition of Terms applicable to the above noted violations pursuant to statute and/or rules: 

• LAC Tit. 46.XXXVIII §501.A (Definition of Terms):

• Other Causes― includes, but is not limited to (emphasis added):

a. failure to practice EMS in accordance with the standards of EMS practice

…

c.   failure to utilize appropriate judgment;

…

k.   failure to act, or negligently or willfully committing any act that adversely affects the physical or psychosocial welfare of the patient;

…

o.   has violated a rule or an order adopted by the commission or the bureau, or a state or federal law relating to the practice of professional EMS, or a state or federal narcotics or controlled substance law;

…

u.  physically harming, or attempting to physically harm, an individual without lawful justification;

…

y.  engaging in conduct that harms, or poses a serious risk of harm to, the public or any individual.
	Decision: 6 months suspension including  time served and two cycles of probation ending on March 31, 2030 and a $250 fine that must paid before the suspension is lifted.
Recusal: Kirk Lacour from voting
Motion: Carl Flores
Second: Troy Gauthier
Vote: unanimous


	Marcus Morgan
	
	Decision: Grant Mr. Morgan a continuation until the end of the trial.  Provide the option to continue the hearing until case is finalized in court and then will be heard by the Commission.

Recusal: none
Motion: Kirk Lacour

Second: Toby Henry

Vote: unanimous 




7) Recurring Business

a) Approval of EMS Practitioner Disciplinary Decisions.  The Commission approved cases processed utilizing the Deferred Decision Matrix as well as ratified the following Review Panel cases. 

· Edward Scott

· Tyrianna Brown

· Jimmy Marcel

· Maddux Benoit

· Timothy Bonaventure

· Daniel Plauche

· Stephen Battaglia

· Quartez Buck-Jackson

· James Jarrell

· Brandon Leone

· Katherine Christopher

· Marcus Morgan

· Christopher McKittrick
Motion was made by Carl Flores seconded by  Brandon Lee and was passed unanimously.

8) Old Business

a) Substance Abuse/PTSD Treatment Programs Workgroup: Brandon Lee reached out to warriors heart.org. Has the ability to help find coverage to substance abuse including EMS. Closest one is in Bendara, TX.
b) Critical Care Transport Workgroup: Critical Care Designation level. Didactic portion modeled by UMBC. Mandate that there be high-fidelity simulation and familiarize themselves with infusion and circulatory devices. Scenario-based learning. Hospital time may be difficult. Substitute with time on a critical care transport. Competency-based, not time-based. 
9) New Business 

a) SB 47 is being heard in committee on Thursday. 
10) Next Meeting: June 26, 2026
11) Adjournment: Time: 1:25 pm  Motion by: Toby Henry Second by: Brandon Lee.  Passed unanimously.
Kirk LaCour made a motion seconded by Carl that James Jarrell will not be heard today because he did not respond to the Commission within 30 days of the hearing date, and the case is still pending, and that his case will be forwarded until the next meeting date if a response by the respondent is received within 30 days prior to the hearing date.
Jeff Landry


GOVERNOR








Bruce D. Greenstein


SECRETARY
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