


LOUISIANA EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION AUTHORITY
FULL BOARD MEETING
June 11, 2026 ♦ 12:00 PM ♦ LPB Board Room
                   7733 Perkins Road ♦ Baton Rouge, LA 70810
MINUTES
Via Electronic Means Pursuant to R.S. 42:17.2


Members Present: Tracie Woods, Emily Andrews, Chris Wegmann, Dr. Courtney Phillips, Taft Kleinpeter, and Dr. Judy Armstrong.

Present Via Teleconference: Dr. Saundra McGuire, Sonny Cranch, Jeff Thomas, Misty Wyble, Christie Gomez, Conrad Comeaux, and Howard White.

Members Absent: Dr. Laura Lindsay, Dan Hare, Erin Donelly, and William Bradford.

Staff Present: Clarence “C.C” Copeland, Kimberly Ducote, Angela Bessix, Matt Tessier, Jason Viso, Sheri Domingue, Kayotta Lewis, Mersaydes Davis, and Terri Crockett (Friends of LPB).

CALL TO ORDER: Tracie Woods, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 12:00 PM.

SWEARING IN OF NEW MEMBERS: Matt Tessier, Deputy Director, administered the oath of office to new LETA member, Dr. Judy Armstrong, appointed by the President of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Tracie Woods, Chairperson, confirmed that all attendees participating remotely were able to see and hear the meeting clearly.

Matt Tessier, Deputy Director, conducted the roll call on behalf of Sonny Cranch, Secretary. The following members confirmed their attendance: Emily Andrews, Dr. Judy Armstrong, Conrad Comeaux, Sonny Cranch, Christie Gomez, Taft Kleinpeter, Dr. Saundra McGuire, Dr. Courtney Phillips, Jeff Thomas, Chris Wegmann, Howard White, Tracie Woods, and Misty Wyble.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Tracie Woods, Chairperson, inquired if any member of the public in attendance had any public comment, and there were none.  

INTRODUCTION OF NEWLY HIRED STAFF:  C.C. Copeland, President/CEO, recognized the following new LPB employees: Kayotta Lewis, Human Resources Analyst; Sheri Domingue, TV Senior Producer; and Mersaydes Davis, Public Information Officer. 

[bookmark: _Hlk172208742]APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Matt Tessier, Deputy Director, presented the minutes of the LETA full board meeting of April 9, 2026, on behalf of Sonny Cranch, Secretary.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Chris Wegmann and was seconded by Dr. Courtney Phillips.   Dr. Judy Armstong abstained.  A roll call vote was taken, and with all in favor the motion passed.

LETA FINANCIAL UPDATE: Kimberly Ducote, Director of Business Services, presented the LETA financial update on behalf of Dr. Laura Lindsay, Treasurer. A motion to approve the financial update was made by Chris Wegmann and was seconded by Dr. Courtney Phillips. A roll call vote was taken, and with all in favor the motion passed.

FRIENDS OF LPB REPORT: Terri Crockett, Executive Director of Friends of LPB, presented the Friends of LPB report on behalf of Howard White, FLPB Chair:

· PowerOn Raffle launched June1; current revenue is $13,390.
· June pledge drive is underway; revenue is $35,772.
· Capturing America: The Carol Highsmith Story will have two premier events: June 30th at St. James Place and July 1st at the Old State Capitol.
· Circles: The Life of Billy Cannon will premier at LSU’s Lod Cook Alumni center on August 19th.
· Friends of LPB Annual Meeting will be held September 3rd.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Matt Tessier, Deputy Director, reported on the following:
· Matt provided the board with an update on monitored legislation that passed in the 2026 Regular Session:   
· Matt briefed the board on House Bill 1 and House Bill 312, the main and supplemental appropriations bills noting that LETA’s core budget remained intact, but the Commissioner of Administration has been tasked with cutting over $50m from the state’s acquisitions and major repairs.
· Matt noted that HB 1 contains an additional $900,000 to the state’s Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, which LETA administers.
· WYES and WLAE each received $300,000 in HB 1 and WYES received $100,000 in HB 312.
· HB 155 (McMakin) – Signed by governor – creates a no fly zone for drones on the state capitol grounds and surrounding area.
· HB 50 (Schlegel) – Signed by governor - extends the sunset date for the Louisiana Dept. of Education to July 1, 2031.
· SB 1 (Jenkins) – Signed by governor – at open meetings would allow for voting via electronic voting machine.
· SB 47 (Mizell) – Became law without governor’s signature - would require inclusion of certain additional board member information on the Division of Administration’s Boards and Commissions website.  
· HB 1049 (Owen) – Sent to governor –requires draft minutes to be submitted to board members at least 5 days before the meeting at which they’ll be adopted.
· Constitutional amendments that would have allowed the legislature to add or remove positions to the state unclassified service did not pass.
· Constitutional amendment that would have eliminated certain treasury funds, including the Educational Excellence Fund did not pass.  
· HB 250 (Turner) - makes certain changes to Tier 2.1 financial disclosure forms.
· Matt updated the board on Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, stating that 42,887 children are enrolled in the program, up from 19,000 when LETA became the state partner for the program.  
· Sharon Reine, the AFL-CIO representative on the LETA board has resigned from the board.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  C.C Copeland, LPB President and CEO, reported on the following:
· C.C. updated the board on LETA’s FY26–27 state budget passed by the legislature, stating that the Commissioner of Administration is tasked with making cuts to agencies’ Acquisitions and Major Repairs; LETA requested $4,431,098 in acquisitions and $575,000 in major repairs.  LETA’s major needs included a KLTS transmitter and antenna, WLPB transmission line, core networking gear, video graphics system, and a replacement vehicle. 
· PBS stations nationwide continue to face challenges and layoffs, including the sunset of the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority (OETA).
· The Arkansas Educational Commission voted to maintain their affiliation with PBS in light of private financial contributions dedicated to dues payments.
· PBS’s FY 2027 budget is $323.6m.  Accounting firm Deloitte has been engaged to review PBS’s due’s structure. 
· LPB’s FY 2027 dues are estimated to be $2,194,908, a 5% increase.
· The Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism will be renewing support for our travel show, LA64, for a second season.  C.C. also noted that Season 1 will air in Alabama, Arkansas, and Mississippi through programming partnerships with those stations.
· Capturing America: The Carol Highsmith Story will have premier viewings at St. James Place on June 30th and the Old State Capitol on July 1st.  
· Zydeco documentary is in progress, with potential $55,000 grant from American Public Television (APT).
· Ritual Season 2 is being produced in partnership with ITVS and PBS for national release.  
· Circles: The Life of Billy Cannon will receive a special preview on August 19th at the Lod Cook Alumni Center.
· Documentary on the LA Supreme Court Building is currently in production.  
· Game Notes is scheduled to return in the Fall, with season 2.
· C.C. briefed the board on the status of WLAE-TV, which is co-owned by LETA and the Willwoods Foundation, with regard to a potential transfer of ownership.     
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT: Tracie Woods, Chairperson, reported on the following:

· Next LETA Full Board meeting is August 13, 2026. 
· Next LETA Executive and Finance Committee meeting is September 10, 2026.

OTHER BUSINESS: There was no other business.             
Adjournment: Tracie Woods, Chairperson, adjourned the meeting at 1:30 PM.

                             Minutes prepared by Angela Bessix and Matt Tessier



