MINUTES OF

THE LOUISIANA D.A.R.E. ADVISORY BOARD

LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT

July 20, 2011, Wednesday, 8:30 AM

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

The DARE Advisory Board met at the Hilton Capitol Center, 702 Lafayette Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana at 8:30 a.m.

Sheriff Mike Stone called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. A quorum was present.

LCLE staff present included:  Joey Watson, Bob Wertz, Erica Johnson, and Michelle Fuchs.

Board Members present:  Sheriff Mike Stone, Chairman, Mike Thompson (proxy for James D. “Buddy” Caldwell, Sheriff Victor Jones, Joey Watson (proxy for Sheriff J. Austin Daniel and Sheriff Bobby Guidroz), Deputy Sam Chrisman, Gary Guillory and Chief Mike Knaps.

Sheriff Stone introduced the newest Board member, Chief Mike Knaps.  

Consideration of Minutes

Gary Guillory made a motion to accept the minutes, and Mike Thompson seconded it.  All members agreed, and the motion passed.

Introduction of 2011-2012 L.D.O.A President:  Bobby Robinson introduced Lt. Sam Chrisman of the Lincoln Parish Sheriff’s Office as the current president of the Louisiana D.A.R.E. Officers Association.

Louisiana DARE Training Center Report
Bobby Robinson reported that during the last year, Jeff Landry had done some classroom observations.  He stated that the training center had tried to contact Melissa Sweeney to help with observations, but they were still short on officers. 

Bobby Robinson also advised that the next DOT training would be August 15th.  More than 20 officers will be interviewed for DARE Officer Training.  

Louisiana DARE Officers’ Association Report

Sam Chrisman reported on the LDOA Conference.  He stated that 167 officers had participated in the conference and that all presenters were well received. He informed the Board that the 2012 Conference would be held in Ruston, and that the dates are tentatively July 9-13.

Old Business 

Bob Wertz gave an update on the Legislative report.  He stated that the distribution of DARE funds is a little above what it was at this time last year.  He stated that based on what the budget projections, he does not foresee any budget cuts in this year’s applications.  He advised that the timeline had begun for applications to begin coming in, and once we had received all of the applications, we would have a proposed budget for a DARE grant program.

New Business

DARE Personnel Costs

There was a lengthy discussion from Bobby Robinson concerning personnel cost for DARE Officers. He stated that the DARE policy is that Elementary Core classes are not to be sacrificed to implement the DARE Jr. High or Sr. High curriculum.    

Bobby Robinson recommended that the DARE policy should also state that officers must teach one (1) Core curriculum or one (1) Jr. High curriculum a year if they are claiming visitation.  Sheriff Victor Jones made a motion to adopt the policy, and Chief Mike Knaps seconded the motion.  All members agreed and the motion passed.

Home School 

After some discussion on the DARE program being taught to Home Schooled children a motion was made by Chief Mike Knaps that DARE is allowed to be taught to a minimum of 15 Home Schooled students at one time, in addition to, not in lieu of, regular DARE programs. Lt. Sam Chrisman seconded the motion. All members agreed and the motion passed. 

OTHER BUSINESS

DARE Supply Money

There was a discussion on the cost of a DARE T-shirt increasing from $5.50 to $5.75. A request was made to the DARE Advisory Board to increase the supply amount $0.25. Sheriff Stone asked Bob Wertz how the increase would affect the budget.  Bob Wertz stated that the $0.25 increase should not have a negative effect on the budget.  Bobby Robinson asked if Erica Johnson could make a comparison between the application amounts with the Supply amount as it is now and with the increased amount.  Bob Wertz stated that we could have the comparison prepared by the next meeting date.  Sheriff Stone tabled the discussion until the September meeting.

New DARE Curriculum

Bobby Robinson informed the Board that there would be a new DARE Elementary curriculum introduced at the National DARE Conference next week.  His recommendation was to continue the current curriculum until the end of this year.  He stated that they would be training their officers at the conference next year.  He advised that the bullying lessons that were number 11 and 12 would now be 8 and 9, thus shortening the class by two lessons.

Sheriff Mike Stone called for any Other Business.  Hearing none, he stated that the next Board meeting would be September 14, 2011 and the meeting was adjourned.
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