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LOUISIANA BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
BOARD MEETING 

October 6-7, 2011
 Minutes

I. 
CALL TO ORDER – Thursday, October 6, 2011
Board President, Dr. Gary T. Levy, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

The Board welcomed Board Member Patrick Bernard, DVM who has been appointed to serve through July 30, 2016.

II. 
ROLL CALL – 

Roll call was taken by Board Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. William H. Green, with the following results:

Those present:


Gary T. Levy, DVM


Board President


Mica F. Landry, DVM, 

Board Vice President

William H. Green


Board Secretary-Treasurer  

 

Steven V. Slaton, DVM

Board Member

Patrick R. Bernard, DVM

Board Member
 

Michael Tomino, Jr.


Board General Counsel


Wendy D. Parrish


Board Executive Director
Those absent:



None.
Guests:
III.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A.
Board Meeting August 4, 2011
The Board reviewed the minutes from the August 4, 2011 Board meeting.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Dr. Green, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  
IV.
FINANCIAL MATTERS AND CONTRACTS


A.
Financial Reports – July and August 2011
Board Secretary-Treasurer William Green, DVM and Ms. Parrish presented the financial reports for the months of July and August 2011 for review.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry to approve the financial reports as presented, seconded by Dr. Slaton, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  
B.
FY2011 Legislative Auditor’s Report – Ms. Parrish presented the legislative auditor’s report for FY2011 for review.  All items over/under the budgeted amounts were discussed.  As all items were in order and there was no recommendation from the contracted auditor, no action was taken on this matter.

C.
FY 2013 Budget Maximum Employee Pay Raise Amount – Ms. Parrish presented the financial history of maximum employee pay raise amounts for the last nine fiscal years.  Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry to allow a maximum employee pay raise amount of 7% as scale for FY2013 there is another freeze on wage increases during FY2013 ordered by the Governor as in FY2010 and FY2011.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS
A. Case 07-0831I – (9:00a.m.) – 

Motion was made by Dr. Landry to go into executive session to discuss the character and professional reputation issues of the licensee, seconded by Dr. Slaton, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Upon conclusion of executive session, motion was made to return to regular session by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Green, and approved unanimously by voice vote.

B. Case 10-0601R-D – (10:00a.m.) – 

Motion was made by Dr. Bernard to go into executive session to discuss the character and professional reputation issues of the licensee, seconded by Dr. Green, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Upon conclusion of executive session, motion was made to return to regular session by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Bernard, and approved unanimously by voice vote.

C. Case 04-0702D – (11:00a.m.) – Set aside.

D.
Case 11-0824N – (1:00p.m.) – Motion was made by Dr. Bernard to go into executive session to discuss the character and professional reputation issues of the licensee, seconded by Dr. Slaton, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Upon conclusion of executive session, motion was made to return to regular session by Dr. Bernard, seconded by Dr. Slaton, and approved unanimously by voice vote.

Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to approve certification of the applicant with no restriction.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

E.  Case 06-1026D – (2:00p.m.) – Motion was made by Dr. Bernard to go into executive session to discuss the character and professional reputation issues of the licensee, seconded by Dr. Slaton, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Upon conclusion of executive session, motion was made to return to regular session by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Green, and approved unanimously by voice vote.
VI.
DVM ISSUES
A. Walter Ash, DVM – Request for Status Change and Waiver of Fees –  Following review of request and documentation submitted by Dr. Ash, motion was made by Dr. Green seconded by Dr. Landry, to approve request for status change to Inactive-Incapacitated, but deny waiver of fee for renewal year 2011-2012.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

B. Joseph Strother, Jr., DVM – Request for Status Change and Waiver of Fees – Following review of request and documentation submitted by Dr. Strother, motion was made by Dr. Landry seconded by Dr. Bernard, to approve request for status change to Inactive-Incapacitated, but deny waiver of fee for renewal year 2011-2012.  Motion passed by majority vote, Dr. Levy voting nay. 

C. Elaine Frederick, DVM – Request for Status Change and Waiver of CE for Renewal Years 2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12 – Following review of request and documentation submitted by Dr. Frederick, motion was made by Dr. Levy seconded by Dr. Landry, to approve request for status change to Inactive-Incapacitated upon submission of 60 credit hours of approved CE for renewal years 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
VII.
DVM APPLICANT ISSUES

A. Melissa Draper, DVM – Request for Reconsideration of Waiver of Retake of National Examination and Preceptorship Requirement – 1993 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Texas and previously licensed in Arkansas and Louisiana.   Following review of the additional documentation submitted by Dr. Draper, motion was made by Dr. Green, seconded by Dr. Landry to approve waiver of retake of the national examination and waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application.  Motion passed by majority vote. 

B. Michelle Lynn Jobert, DVM – Request for Waiver of Retake of National Examination and Preceptorship Requirement – 2001 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Kentucky and Florida.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Jobert, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Slaton to approve waiver of retake of the national examination and waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application.  Motion passed by majority vote. 

C. Beth Lynn Life, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2003 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in ARkansas.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Life, motion was made by Dr. Landry seconded by Dr. Slaton to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

D. Brian David Labbe’, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2010 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Colorado and California.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Labbe’, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Slaton to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

E. Genevieve Ashley Wisdom, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2010 graduate University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Florida, Georgia and South Carolina.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Wisdom, motion was made by Dr. Landry seconded by Dr. Slaton to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement upon verification of licensure in another state as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

F. April E. Mackey, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2008 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Nevada.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Mackey, motion was made by Dr. Landry seconded by Dr. Slaton to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

G. Leslie Andermann, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2008 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Nevada.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Andermann, motion was made by Dr. Landry seconded by Dr. Bernard to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

VIII.
ADJOURN 

There being no further business before the Board, motion was made by Dr. Bernard, seconded by Dr. Slaton, and passed unanimously by voice vote to adjourn for the day and resume the meeting Friday, October 7, 2011.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:27 p.m.

I. 
CALL TO ORDER – Friday, October 7, 2011
Board President, Dr. Gary T. Levy, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

II. 
ROLL CALL – 

Roll call was taken by Board Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. William H. Green, with the following results:

Those present:

Gary T. Levy, DVM


Board President


Mica F. Landry, DVM, 

Board Vice President


William H. Green


Board Secretary-Treasurer  

 


Patrick R. Bernard, DVM

Board Member
 


Michael Tomino, Jr.


Board General Counsel


Wendy D. Parrish


Board Executive Director

Those absent:




Steven V. Slaton, DVM

Board Member

Guests:


LVMA – Andrea Dudley
III.
FORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING
A.   Case 12-0811.1 and .2V – (9:30a.m.) -  Motion was made by Dr. Landry to go into executive session pursuant to the law based on the allegations, seconded by Dr. Green, and passed unanimously by voice vote.
Dr. Levy was introduced as presiding officer for the hearing.  Dr. Green recused himself as investigating Board member in the case.  The members of the Hearing Panel consisted of Drs. Levy, Landry and Bernard. The respondent failed to appear for the hearing, though proper notice was given.  Mr. Tomino presented, on behalf of the State, the facts of the case and submitted exhibits for review.  Upon conclusion of the submissions of the case for consideration by the Board, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Bernard, to enter into deliberation of the facts presented in the case.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  Only those Board members on the panel were present for deliberation of case during Executive Session.

Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Bernard to return to open session.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  The meeting was reopened to the public.

Based on findings of fact and conclusions of law, the respondent was found in violation of negligence and/or neglect of an animal placed in his care and custody; engaging in conduct which constitutes cruelty to an animal; failing to keep his veterinary facility in proper condition and maintenance; failing to properly store, use, and inventory controlled drugs, including diversion of drugs and/or prescribing drugs for human consumption; submitting annual renewal applications for licensure in Louisiana which have not been accurately responsive to certain questions asked therein regarding impairment and/or rehabilitation regarding addictive disorders; impairment of his professional ability to safely and properly practice veterinary medicine due to mental and/or physical illness, and/or habitual use of controlled substances, including alcohol; and violating provisions of the Louisiana Veterinary Practice Act and the Rules promulgated by the Board.  Respondent’s license expired September 30, 2011 and he did not submit any renewal for 2011-2012 year.  However, as a matter of law, the Board retains jurisdiction over respondent and the subject matter of this proceeding.  Motion was made by Dr. Bernard, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny ad infinitum any request by respondent for renewal and/or reinstatement of licensure (whether as a veterinarian, registration/certification as a paraprofessional such as a registered veterinary technician, certified euthanasia technician, or any other paraprofessional status in existence or yet to be created), and the respondent be ordered to pay administrative costs incurred in connection with the investigation and administrative proceedings, including but not limited to attorney’s fees, in the amount of $7,500.00 to be paid to the Board which are due and owing.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
IV.
POLICY, PROCEDURE, AND RULES 


A.
Rule Making – 
1.   Notice of Intent Rules 712, 1103, 1105, 1200, 1201, 1209, 1211 Alternative Therapy, Collaborative Practice, Preceptorship Week in Training, Temporary CAET – An update was given of the intended Notice of Intent of proposed rules being amended and adopted to provide alternative therapy and collaborative treatment on animals by a qualified layperson and the parameters within which services may be provided under the direct supervision of the veterinarian; amend the week in training for preceptorship program to more closely follow actual hours of veterinary medical practice hours, and outline parameters for repeal of week(s) in training for non-compliant weeks(s) in training; repeal the temporary certification for the Certified Animal Euthanasia Technician due to the annual certification training program which is now being provided at dedicated, periodic intervals during the year at various sites throughout the state; and clarify pre-euthanasia restraint of animals. Notice will be published in the October 20, 2011 Louisiana Register, along with the deadline to provide written comment by November 18, 2011, with a public hearing, if one is legally required, on November 28, 2011.  
B.
Policy and Procedure 

1.  
The Board has taken under consideration placing a limit of five times for an applicant to sit for the national examination.
C.
Practice Act and Rules/Related Matters/Declaratory Statements

1.
Prescriptions/Feed Lot and Dairy Settings (Peter G. Verven, Pharm.D) – In resonse to Dr. Verven’s query, there is no time limit as per the Board’s authority regarding how long veterinarians have to provide a written prescription to the pharmacy after a directive for prescription medications has been given in a feedlot and dairy setting in Louisiana.
2. Wholesale Drug Distribution (Peter G. Verven, Pharm.D) – Dr. Verven was referred to the Louisiana Board of Wholesale Drug Distributers.

3. Vaccinations (Gloria Freeman, Animal Welfare, Inc., Shreveport, LA) – In response to Ms. Freeman’s query, a non-veterinarian may present a low-cost or free educational event to inform pet owners about Parvo and Distemper.  However, a vet tech or lay person cannot under any circumstances administer a vaccination to an animal owned by another, which includes animals in the custody of a qualified humane society.  Only a veterinarian licensed by the LBVM can legally vaccinate an animal owned by another person.  And, only a licensed veterinarian can legally administer a rabies vaccination in Louisiana.  
4. RVT/Drug Lock Box and Drug Log (Heather Hodges, RVT) – In response to Ms. Hodge’s query, an RVT cannot manage a drug lock box and/or drug log under her registration status.  Only a veterinarian licensed by the LBVM can legally do so. 
5. Rescue for K9 officers (Jason R. Pickett, MD, EMT-P/T, Div. of Tactical Emergency Medicine, Wright State University) – The Board has previously responded to this query submitted by another entity.  While LBVM commends Mr. Pickett on his attempt to provide veterinary care to the animals by paramedics attached to police teams, the LBVM is concerned that a person not licensed as a veterinarian is determining the animal’s medical condition (diagnosis) and the appropriateness of treatment. However, general first aid can be administered to the animals by lay persons until appropriate veterinary care can be administered by a licensed veterinarian. Such general first aid would be analogous to the first aid rendered to people in the realm of human medicine.

6. Euthanasia Standards (Harry Carruth, CAET) – In response to Mr. Carruth’s query regarding Louisiana Animal Welfare Commission’s (LAWC) reference to American Veterinary Medical Association’s injectable euthanasia recommendations, the standard for euthanasia applicable in Louisiana is set forth in the position statement titled "Notice", dated April 7, 2011, which was directly distributed to all CAETs and veterinarians in this state.  The Notice is reflective of current law in Louisiana on the subject matter.  The Notice is also published on the LBVM's website and can be found at www.lsbvm.org. 

D. School Veterinarian Licensure – Information regarding licensure issues was presented to the Board for consideration by legal counsel as requested. Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Green to revisit this item at the next Board meeting.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
RVT/CAET/RED ISSUES

A.
Harry Chiasson, CAET Applicant – Following review of the education document provided by Mr. Chiasson, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Bernard, to accept the document as it meets with requirements for CAET certification. Motion passed by majority vote. 

B.
Megan Amber Zigler, CAET Applicant – Following review of the documents for CAET certification and Lead status, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Green, to deny CAET Lead status as the employment at LSU School of Veterinary Medicine does not meet criteria for a Lead CAET, as well as notified Ms. Zigler that the Board issues a CAET certificate for a specific location and duties as a CAET are to be performed strictly at the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine facility, and not at any other location (including shelters, animal control facilities, etc.).  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
VI.
PRECEPTORSHIP ISSUES

A.
Lindsay Willis Seffens, DVM Applicant – Request Exception for Week of Training - Following review of the request submitted by Dr. Seffens regarding exception to week of training for preceptorship, motion was made by Dr. Green, seconded by Dr. Landry, to uphold current statute/rule regarding preceptorship requirements.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

VII.
CONTINUING EDUCATION ISSUES

A.
Holistic Medicine –Following review of the request submitted by Dr. Honer requesting DVM CE credits for participation in the American Holistic Veterinary Medical Association Annual Conference in August 2011, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Bernard, to deny DVM CE credit, as the program does not meet Board criteria for recognition of the association and for DVM CE credits.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

VIII.
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
A.
New Licenses and Certificates Issued:

Wall certificates were presented for signature for the following licenses/certificates issued since the previous Board meeting:
DVM

	        2983
	Diana Tang
	Tran

	2984
	Jessica Anne
	Downing 

	2985
	Tristan James
	Colonius

	2986
	Christopher Ryan
	Sevigny

	2987
	Joseph Brandon 
	Bynog

	2988
	Wendi Amelia
	Becker-Schumacher

	2989
	Laura Ann
	Sarradet

	2990
	Leia M.
	Feinberg

	2991
	Erin Marie
	Corb

	2992
	Abby Braus
	Cefalu

	2993
	Amanda Brendt
	Bonura

	2994
	Christopher Blake
	Hackler

	2995
	Brandon Yates
	Landry 

	2996
	Randi Lynn
	Adams

	2997
	Kyshia Tamar
	Davis

	2998
	Alison Jean 
	Salmon 

	2999
	Nathalie Tonnu
	Petersen

	3000
	Jennifer Cockburn
	Calhoun

	3001
	Michael David
	Ratcliff

	3002
	Mark Hayes
	Crawford

	3003
	Haylie Aleis
	Hendershot

	3004
	Erin Michelle
	Pritchard

	3005
	Bethany Anne
	Butler


RVT

	8220
	Elizabeth Bofinger
	Martinez

	8221
	Jenna Marie
	Morales

	8222
	Teresa Marie
	Fardella

	8223
	Melissa Marie
	Dewenter

	8224
	Kristen Marie
	Hebert

	8225
	Meagan Elizabeth
	Putnam

	8226
	John Leman
	Vidrine 

	8227
	Bibiana Orjeula
	MacLean 


CAET

	
	
	

	9545
	Alice C
	Giuffrida

	9546
	Phillip
	JeanLouis

	9547
	Dreagan D.
	Sinegal

	9548
	Curt David
	Trepagnier

	9549
	Virginia R. 
	Thill 

	9550
	Ronald Wade
	Robertson, Jr. 

	9551
	Harold Hayden
	Renfro

	9552
	Marquita Sha'rie
	Milton

	9553
	Mark Lane
	McCray

	9554
	Ya' ShekaYa' Nise 
	Lockett 

	9555
	Karyn 
	Hebert

	9556
	Melissa Ann
	Butler

	9557
	Christie Lyn
	Buquet

	9558
	Michelle D. 
	Brignac

	9559
	Eric Morrel
	Baker 

	9560
	Brendan Joseph
	Collins

	9561
	Michelle Gallo
	Hice 

	9562
	Sarah M. 
	Richie 

	9563
	Cheri R. 
	McCoy

	9564
	Joseph W. 
	Gomez

	9565
	Jennifer Alene
	Westerfield

	9566
	Edward Timothy
	Haywood 

	9567
	Jamal J.
	Johnson

	9568
	Victor R. 
	Lopez

	9569
	Ryan Anthony
	Duplantis 

	9570
	Debra Jean
	Pearson

	9571
	Marshall Scott
	Blosser

	9572
	Kelvin Winn
	Beaudoin

	
	
	


CAET Temp


T01106    Krista Monique Thibodeaux, Calcasieu Parish AC

T01107    Andrae Shane Warriner, Calcasieu Parish AC
B.
Proposed 2012 Board Meeting Dates – Ms. Parrish presented proposed Board meeting dates for 2012.  Motion was made by Dr. Green, seconded by Dr. Landry to accept the proposed dates as presented to be printed in the Board’s 2011 newsletter and published in the Louisiana Register, which dates are February 2, April 5, June 7, August 2, October 4, December 6, 2011.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
C.
Office Lease and Security Issues – Ms. Parrish presented current office space lease and 5 year renewal option for review, as well as proposed increase of 5% by lessor effective July 2012.  Discussion of security of staff and safety, as well as options for alternative space was made.  Motion was made for approval to negotiate 5 year renewal option, and for a letter to be presented to Dean Properties under signature of Board president requesting video security installation.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
D.
AAVSB 2011 Annual ConferenceReview – Dr. Levy and Ms. Parrish commented on the AAVSB program attended in New Orleans on September 15-17, 2011.  No action was taken on this item.
IX.
OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD 
A.  RVT Renewal Year 2010-11 for Registrations Issued July-August 2011 - Ms. Parrish presented information regarding the additional VTNE testing window for RVTs which prompted registration after annual renewal documents were issued by the Board.  Due to time constraints on those registrants accruing CE credits immediately after registration, motion was made by Dr. Bernard, seconded by Dr. Landry, to allow RVTs issued registration July through August each year to expire September 30 of the following year.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
X.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion was made by Dr. Bernard to go into executive session to discuss issues and receive legal advice regarding potential contested matters and personnel matters, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  Upon conclusion of discussion of the issues, motion was made to return to regular session by Dr. Green, seconded by Dr. Bernard, and approved unanimously by voice vote.

No formal action was taken by the Board as a result of Executive Session.  
XI.
ADJOURN 

There being no further business before the Board, motion was made by Dr. Bernard, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:44 p.m.

MINUTES REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY FULL BOARD on December 1, 2011.

_______________________________________

William H. Green, DVM, Board Secretary-Treasurer
