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LOUISIANA BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
BOARD MEETING 

April 7, 2011
 Minutes

I. 
CALL TO ORDER – 

Board President, Dr. Steven Slaton, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.

II. 
ROLL CALL – 

Roll call was taken by Board Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. John Prejean, with the following results:

Those present:


Steven V. Slaton, DVM

Board President


Gary T. Levy, DVM


Board Vice President

John C. Prejean, DVM

Board Secretary-Treasurer  

 

Mica F. Landry, DVM

Board Member
 

William H. Green, DVM

Board Member

Michael Tomino, Jr.


Board General Counsel


Wendy D. Parrish


Board Executive Director
Those absent:



None
Guests:
LVMA – Andrea Dudley 
LDAF – Diane Stacy, DVM (8:30-11:30am)

III.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A.
Board Meeting February 3, 2011
The Board reviewed the minutes from the February 3, 2011 Board meeting.  Motion was made by Dr. Prejean to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  
IV.
FINANCIAL MATTERS AND CONTRACTS


A.
Financial Reports – January and February 2011
Ms. Parrish presented the financial reports for the months of January and February 2011 for review.  Expenditures for new computer hardware and installation thereof were noted.  Motion was made by Dr. Prejean to approve the financial reports as presented, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  
B.
Letter of Agreement Renewal FY2012 – National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (NAVLE) – Ms. Parrish presented the proposed letter of agreement with NBVME for the national veterinary licensing examination for review.  No monies are involved in this contract as the applicant pays the examination fee directly to NBVME.  The agreement meets all requirements for contracting with Louisiana governmental entities.  Motion was made by Dr. Green, seconded by Dr. Prejean to approve the use of the NAVLE and for renewal of the contract as presented, and to again adopt passage of the NAVLE as a requirement for Louisiana veterinary licensure.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  

C.
Contract Renewal FY2012 – Greg Brown, CPA – Ms. Parrish presented the proposed contract for accounting services for review.  No changes were noted from the previous fiscal year contract with a ceiling of $5,000.00 per year.  Motion was made by Dr. Prejean, seconded by Dr. Levy to approve renewal of the contract.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

D.
Contract Renewal FY2012 – Award Technologies, LLC (Website Consultants) – Ms. Parrish presented correspondence from current website consultants, Onesimus Internet Solutions, advising of termination of contract effective June 1, 2011.  Ms. Parrish introduced information regarding a new vendor, Award Technologies, LLC and the proposed contract for website and internet services for review.  No changes were noted from the previous fiscal year contract with a ceiling of $1,200.00 per year which the new vendor has agreed to accept.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Prejean to approve the proposed contract with Award Technologies, LLC effective June 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

E.
Information Technology System Proposal (Online Renewals, Custom System Programming) – Dr. Landry and Ms. Parrish presented an initial proposal from GCR Consulting regarding evaluation of current system and proposed custom programming which would incorporate online license renewal processes, as well as electronic fee collection.  Comments from DHH IT management regarding the proposal were reviewed.  Dr. Landry and Ms. Parrish were directed to continue investigating system changes with other vendors for less costly fees.  

V.
POLICY, PROCEDURE, AND RULES 


A.
Rule Making – 
1.   Final Rules 400, 403, 409, 413, 811, 1227 – Effective April 20, 2011.  
2.   Notice of Intent Rules 705 L, 1105 E-F – An update was given of Notice of Intent of proposed rules relating to specific requirements regarding a written prescription for a controlled drug issued by a prescribing veterinarian; to clarify the requirements for waiver of the preceptorship program necessary for licensure; and to provide administrative recourse for the board in its preceptorship program resulting from the submission of an unfavorable evaluation of a preceptee submitted by a preceptor, as well as the right to appeal a decision of the board by the preceptee.  Notice was published in the March 20, 2011 Louisiana Register, along with the deadline to provide written comment by April 22, 2011, with a public hearing, if one is legally required, on April 28, 2011.   
B.
Policy and Procedure 

1.  
None.
C.
Practice Act and Rules/Related Matters/Declaratory Statements – 
1.
Collaborative Practice Query – The Board discussed the question submitted regarding whether or not a lay person (non-licensed veterinarian, but perhaps licensed by another Louisiana State Board in a human medicine discipline) may perform rehabilitation techniques and/or alternative therapy on animals, sometimes referred to as "collaborative practice."  It was again concluded that the practice of rehabilitation techniques and/or alternative therapy on animals owned by another person (including advice, representation, and/or the recommendation for such care) without being licensed as a veterinarian constitutes a violation of the LA Veterinary Practice Act and Board's Rules.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Levy, to direct legal counsel to draft a Notice, for Board review and approval, to be appropriately distributed to all veterinarians of the existing legal authority regarding prohibition of lay person (non-licensed veterinarian) collaborative practice.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
2.
Act 764 of the 2010 LA Legislative Session – The Board discussed Act 764 of the 2010 LA Legislative Session, effective June 30, 2010, which states "euthanasia by intracardiac injection on cats and dogs shall be prohibited unless the animal is unconscious or rendered completely unconscious and insensitive to pain through the injection of an anesthetic." Such prohibition is applicable to animal control shelters and their animals located on site as well as their animals which may be transported to a veterinary clinic for euthanasia. The performance of euthanasia by intracardiac injection in violation of the new law by a CAET and/or veterinarian is sanctionable.
    According to the clear wording of the new law, the term "unconscious" has the literal meaning of lacking awareness and the capacity for sensory perception; involuntary. In addition, the clear wording "rendered completely unconscious and insensitive to pain through the injection of an anesthetic" means general anesthesia by injection and not mere sedation. 

    The prohibition in Act 764 does not apply to the practice standards of veterinary medicine for veterinarians and CAETs performing euthanasia by intracardiac injection in veterinary practice sites other than animal control shelters and/or on animal control shelter animals. Temporary transfer of ownership of the animal to the veterinarian by the animal control shelter for euthanasia by cardiac injection is a violation of the law.  The euthanasia by intracardiac injection on cats and dogs will continue to be taught in the CAET course, however, special note will be made regarding the lawful limited use of this procedure.

    The Board also discussed information it received with regards to a scenario from an animal control facility regarding "using a one-half the recommended dose of Sodium Pentobarbital whereby feral/fractious animals are sedated intramuscularly. Once sedated, they are given the full dose of Sodium Pentobarbital for euthanasia. Intravenous and intra-peritoneal routes are most commonly used."  The Board concluded that this protocol is not legal for two reasons. First, with regards to a CAET (Lead status or otherwise), the use of any drug for purposes of "sedation," or any form of anesthesia, is beyond the permissible scope of euthanasia practice for this certificate holder. If an animal control facility’s animal must be sedated, then a Louisiana licensed veterinarian must perform this service. Second, the administration of Sodium Pentobarbital for sedation/anesthesia via an "intramuscular route" is an off label use for CAETs and veterinarians alike and, therefore, illegal.  However, Acepromazine or Rompun, which are non-controlled drugs, may be legally used by CAETs for pre-euthanasia restraint of feral/fractious animals.
Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Green, to direct legal counsel to draft a Notice, for Board review and approval, to be appropriately distributed to all veterinarians and CAETs of the effect of Act 764 and the existing legal authority regarding prohibition for CAETs to sedate.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
VI.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS
A.
Case 11-0902D – (10:30a.m.) – Request for Access to Specified Controlled Drugs – 
Motion was made by Dr. Prejean to go into executive session to discuss the character and professional reputation issues of the licensee, as well as compliance with an agreement entered into with the Board, seconded by Dr. Levy, and passed unanimously by voice vote.
Upon conclusion of discussion, motion was made to return to regular session by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Prejean, and approved unanimously by voice vote.
VII.
DVM APPLICANT ISSUES
A. Kristine Wyatt, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2005 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Texas.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Wyatt, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Prejean to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents  meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
B. Christopher Gorencel, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2007 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Pennsylvania.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Mocklin, motion was made by Dr. Prejean seconded by Dr. Levy to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
C. Tara O’Brien, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2007 graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, licensed in New York.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. O’Brien, motion was made by Dr. Levy, seconded by Dr. Prejean to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

D. Christine Mocklin, DVM – Request for Waiver of Preceptorship Requirement – 2007 graduate of the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Florida.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Mocklin, motion was made by Dr. Levy, seconded by Dr. Prejean to approve waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

E. Stephanie Craft, DVM – Request for Waiver of Retake of National Examination and Preceptorship Requirement – 2001 graduate of Mississippi State University School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Georgia and Mississippi.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Craft, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Levy to deny waiver of retake of the national examination and waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents do not meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
F. Laurence Galle, DVM – Request for Waiver of Retake of National Examination and Preceptorship Requirement – 1992 graduate of Mississippi State University School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Florida, Alabama and Mississippi.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Galle, motion was made by Dr. Prejean seconded by Dr. Landry to deny waiver of retake of the national examination and waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents do not meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for the required periods of time immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

VIII.
CAET Course/Program Revision and Update
A. CAET Training Course 2011 – Update of course review and proposed changes in program content, presentation, frequency, and alternating sites were presented to the Board by Dr. Landry and Ms. Parrish.  Mr. Tomino advised review/comment should be sought by State regarding risk management and financial/cost issues.  After discussion, the Board requested that a final update for review/approval be submitted at the June 2, 2011 meeting by Dr. Landry and Ms. Parrish, and instructed Mr. Tomino to pursue the necessary State review/comment of the course program regarding risk management and financial/cost issues and also report at the June 2 ndmeeting.  Target date for implementation of the new course program is set for August 1, 2011 in Baton Rouge.    
IX.
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
A.
New Licenses and Certificates Issued:

Wall certificates were presented for signature for the following licenses/certificates issued since the previous Board meeting:
DVM


2948
Bethany Linda Frank-Guest
2949
Michelle Quailes Hall

2950
Melissa Ann Wren

X.
OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD 

A.
None.
XI.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A. Clerk Position for License Renewal Year 2012 – As in the previous renewal periods, July through October, Ms. Parrish requested that the part-time Clerk position be filled for 20 hours per week.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Prejean, and approved unanimously by voice vote to allow a maximum of 20 hours per week for a part time clerk for the renewal period 2012.

B. Presentation by Board Staff to 4th Year Students in December – Ms. Parrish was directed to request by letter that the Board staff make presentation to the 4th year veterinary students at LSU-SVM in December 2011 to advise the students on licensure application processes, and in particular, preceptorship requirements and protocols.  
XII.
ADJOURN 

There being no further business before the Board, motion was made by Dr. Prejean, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.

MINUTES REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY FULL BOARD on June 2, 2011.

_______________________________________

John C. Prejean, DVM, Board Secretary -Treasurer
