LOUISIANA COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT

COMMISSION MEETING
February 25, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Sheriff Jeff Wiley, Chairman of the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement, called the meeting to order.

The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Representative Earnest Wooton, Invocation lead by Mr. Earl Wright. Ms. Erica Matthews the Secretary to the Commission conducted roll call.

Commission members or their representatives that were present: Chief Judge Joan Armstrong; Mr. David Burton; Mr. Earl Wright for Attorney General James “Buddy” Caldwell; Mr. Mike Lanier for Chief Judge Burrell Carter; Ms. Cynthia Austin for Mr. Paul Connick; Sheriff Austin Daniel; Sheriff Larry Deen; Captain Mike Sager for Colonel Mike Edmonson; Mr. Kenath Black for Chief Hunter Grimes; Mr. Robert Odinet for Mr. Phil Haney; Mr. Doug Hebert; Sheriff Wayne Jones; Sheriff Victor Jones; Judge Nancy Konrad; Mr. Bill Landry; Ms. Gene Powers for Secretary James LeBlanc; Chief Chad Leger; Ms. Ellyn Peterson for Dr. Mary Livers; Lieutenant David Benada for Sheriff Tony Mancuso; Sheriff Randy Maxwell; Sheriff Steve May; Mr. Kevin Cobb for Judge Rudolph McIntyre; Mr. Harry Morel; Mr. Chris Nevils; Sheriff Newell Normand; Sheriff Stephen Prator; Mr. Rick Wood for Mr. Walter Reed; Deputy Marky Tucker for Sheriff Royce Toney; Sheriff Jeff Wiley; Representative Earnest Wooton; Mr. Patrick Yoes.

LCLE Staff present include Mr. Joey Watson, Executive Director; Mr. Robert Mehrtens, Mr. Bob Wertz, Mr. Frank Jobert, Ms. Rutha Chatwood, Ms. Erica Matthews; Ms. Yvonne Hano, Mr. James Franklin.

Consideration of Minutes

Sheriff Jeff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the minutes as presented (from November 19, 2009). Sheriff Randy Maxwell made a motion for approval. Ms. Genie Powers seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

OLD BUSINESS

Report of the Priorities Committee

Mr. Joey Watson reported that the Priorities Committee met on February 10, 2009 with a quorum present. 

The Committee approved all grants applications, allocations, increases and adjustments that were presented to them. The details of these are all on the HCJIR detail summary sheet. This concludes the report of the Priorities Committee.

Sheriff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the report as presented.  Mr. Bill Landry made a motion for approval. Sheriff Randy Maxwell seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Report of the Victim Services Advisory Board

Mr. Harry Morel reported that the Victim Services Advisory Board met at the Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on Wednesday, February 24, 2010.  A quorum was present. The Board recommends approval for 1 CVA proposed increase, 10 VAWA ARRA proposed increases, and 3 VAWA proposed increases. The Board recommends approval for 17 CVA applications to 10 Non-Profit Agencies, 4 Law Enforcement Agencies, 2 Prosecution agencies, and 1 state agency. The Board recommends approval for 29 VAWA applications to 17 Non-Profit Agencies, 8 Law Enforcement Agencies, 2 Prosecution agencies, 1 court and 1 state agency. The Board recommends approval of 1 VAWA-funded Sexual Assault Services Program application received for 1 Non-Profit Agency. This concludes the Victim Services Advisory Board Report.

Report of the Violent Crime & Drug Policy Board

Mr. Harry Morel reported that the Drug Control and Violent Crime Policy Board met in Baton Rouge, Louisiana at the Holiday Inn South on Wednesday February 24, 2010.  A quorum was present. The Board recommends approval of the requests for eight (8) waivers of the 48- month project limitation. The Board recommends approval of the request for a waiver for the St. Mary Parish Sheriff’s Office to purchase a vehicle with Program Income earned with FY2008 grant funds.  The vehicle will be purchased with all applicable bid laws followed. The Board recommends approval for three (3) non-confidential increases.

The Board recommends approval for twelve (12) non-confidential applications, one (1) confidential application and one (1) Hurricane Tier One Katrina Grant application. 

Please mark your ballot on page 2.  The non-confidential application, B09-5-019, Town of Livonia, Criminal Patrols, was tabled due to no representation by the sub grantee. This concludes the Drug Control and Violent Crime Policy Board report.
Mr. Harry Morel asked for a motion to approve the 2 reports as presented. Mr. Bill Landry made a motion for approval.  Sheriff Randy Maxwell seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

JJDP Advisory Board

The JJDP Advisory Board met on Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at the Holiday Inn South in Baton Rouge.  A quorum was present. The Board reviewed and recommends approval of JJDP FY 2009 Allocations for Districts 2 and 9 and Title V FY 2009 Allocation for District 1. The Board tabled one Application from District 2 for J09-2-001, 6th Judicial District Attorney’s Office, Diversion Program in the amount of $26,396. This can be found on page 1 of your ballot. The JJDP Advisory Board recommends approval for one (1) Title V application in the amount of $33,486 and six (6) JJDP applications in the amount of $110,662 along with special conditions, for a grand total of $144,148. This concludes the report for the JJDP Advisory Board.

Sheriff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the report as presented.  Sheriff Steven Prator made a motion for approval. Chief Chad Leger seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Call for Other New Business

Sheriff Jeff Wiley asked if there was any other new business that anyone would like to discuss.

There was no other new business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS

Sheriff Jeff Wiley called for a presentation of the district grant applications. Sheriff Stephen Prator made a motion for approval of all grants in globo. Sheriff Randy Maxwell seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

Mr. Robert Mehrtens reported that we have 23 adjustments including an addendum for the Child Advocacy Services Grant. Of the 23 adjustments, 11 are increases and 1 of which comes from some of the interest money that we have been able to earn. The others are from previously unallocated funding. We have 10 budget category changes, some moving money out of personnel and into equipment or supplies. We have 2 time extension request. The agencies and the details of each of these adjustments are on your report. Mr. Robert Mehrtens also reported that the program is going very well and we are getting compliance form all of our agencies and with our stimulus staff. That concludes the report of the ARRA. 

Sheriff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the report as presented.  Sheriff Stephen Prator made a motion for approval.  Chief Chad Leger seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Hurricane Criminal Justice Infrastructure Recovery Act (HCJIR)

Mr. Frank Jobert reported that we have 4 items on the HCJIR/HTOK report. The first one is a close out of the Hurricane Criminal Justice Infrastructure Recovery Grant number 2006-DH-BX-0436, this was a $58,250,000 grant. We had interest earnings of $3,370,211, which resulted in a total of expenditure of $61,620,147. Some how we had $64 remaining that we refunded to the US Department of Justice. The grant period closed out on November 30, 2009. We are in the final stages of preparing the report to the federal government.

We have three changes under the HTOK category, which is the Hurricane Katrina Tier Sub Grant. We have the New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation that is requesting a 6-month extension of their grant from June 30, 2010 through December 31, 2010. They have two projects that are ongoing and they need extra time to complete them; one is the information technology program and the other is a witness security program. We are hoping that the city of New Orleans will pick-up the witness security program in the fiscal year of 2011, but this particular adjustment is to carry us through the remainder of 2010. The second adjustment is also from the New Orleans Police and Justice Foundation. They are moving some money around the existing budget that have no interest with a net zero change. We have a request for new funding for the HTOK program, which was approved by the Priorities Committee. We are asking for an increase of $146,384 for the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association to fund some improvements in their ability to conduct criminal background checks on individuals applying for employment in both the public and private sector. This has resulted in a need for some additional resources at the Sheriffs’ Association. That completes the report of the Hurricane Criminal Justice Infrastructure Recovery Act/ HTOK.

Sheriff Wiley asked for a motion to approve the report as presented.  Sheriff Stephen Prator made a motion for approval.  Mr. Bill Landry seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

OTHER BUSINESS

Sheriff Wiley asked that we give recognition to the former Director of the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement, Ms. Judy Dupuy, for her many years of service to the Commission on Law Enforcement.
Sheriff Randy Maxwell made a motion to approve recognition of service to Ms. Judy Dupuy to take place at the next Commission Meeting. Major Sam Moody seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

Sheriff Wiley announced that the next Commission Meeting would be on May 27, 2010. The meeting will be held at the downtown Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center and the Medal of Honor Ceremony will be at the Old State Capitol at 9:00 a.m. The POST Council meeting will be immediately following the Commission Meeting.  

Sheriff Jeff Wiley asked if there was any other business that anyone would like to discuss at this time. With no other business to discuss Sheriff Jeff Wiley asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Bill Landry made a motion to adjourn.  Sheriff Randy Maxwell seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  

Meeting Adjourned
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