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Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
March 17, 2026
Member Name: Attendees Present

Ursula Anderson			Brenda Bares	
Shanna Beber			Connie Bellone
Dr. Amy Dickson			Gina Eubanks
Teresa Falgoust			Julio Galan			
Jim Garvey			Dr. Sarah Hinshaw	.
Gina Easterly for Tonya Joiner	Brooke LaFleur
Kate Foster for Sonia Mallet	Brittney Cochran for Karen Powell
H. Scott for Cody Roi		ReShonn Saul
T. Cobb for Dr. Ernise Singleton	Libbie Sonnier
Stephanie Sterling		Angela Wiggins Harris
Amanda Moody			Susan East Nelson
Karen Powell			Kathleen Richey
Amanda Moody			Susan East Nelson
Kathleen Richey			Christian Vige
Angela Wiggins-Harris		Marquitta Young for Caroline Nailor-Oglesby			
		
Staff:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director
Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant

Welcome and Call to Order:

ReShonn Saul, Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. and all present were welcomed. 

Roll Call:

Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet, Executive Assistant, called Roll.  

Public Comments: 

None


Approval of Minutes: 

Julio Galan made a motion to approve the minutes from November 4, 2025. Susan East Nelson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Susan East Nelson made a motion to approve the minutes from January 27, 2026. Brooke LaFleur seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Louisiana Youth for Excellence (LYFE):  

Dr. Amanda Shackelford, Executive Director of the LYFE program, presented information regarding the program.
The Louisiana Youth for Excellence (LYFE) program is designed to teach youth personal responsibility, self-regulation, goal setting, healthy decision-making, and future-focused thinking, while helping prevent youth risk behaviors.

Dr. Shackelford explained that LYFE was created to promote positive youth development and to build awareness of the consequences of at-risk behaviors among vulnerable populations, including children in foster care, children living in poverty, and youth in juvenile detention centers. The program prioritizes serving the most at-risk youth, with a long-term goal of expanding statewide to reach students across Louisiana.

The program collaborates with schools, nonprofit and faith-based organizations, parents, and community partners to provide instruction in goal setting, leadership development, character building, and integrity.

Discussion followed.

The Confidence Campaign: 

Susan Titus, Executive Director of The Confidence Campaign (CC), presented information regarding the organization.

The Confidence Campaign focuses on girls ages eight to eighteen by fostering confidence through compassionate guidance and promoting hygiene security.

Ms. Titus explained that by providing education on personal hygiene, the organization helps girls care for themselves and develop a positive sense of body awareness, which supports their overall health and well-being.
The organization offers educational workshops, programs, and safe learning environments during critical developmental years. These initiatives include educational sessions, hygiene closets, and bra closets designed to support young girls in confidently navigating daily life.

Discussion followed.

Gardere Initiative:

Dr. Murelle Harrison, Executive Director of the Gardere Initiative, presented information regarding the organization to CCAB members.
The Gardere Initiative provides children and families in the Gardere community with essential services and resources that may otherwise be unavailable. The organization works collaboratively with community partners, faith-based organizations, and churches in South Baton Rouge.

Dr. Harrison explained that the Gardere Initiative serves as a safe environment that fosters both educational and personal growth for children and their families, with the goal of promoting holistic community wellness.
The organization offers tutoring, summer programs, and mentorship opportunities to support academic achievement. Additionally, it emphasizes social-emotional learning to help children manage stress and build resilience. Through partnerships with schools and community organizations, the Gardere Initiative connects families with resources that support both academic and emotional success, helping to build a strong foundation for lifelong achievement.

Discussion followed.

HYPE New Orleans: 

David Magee, Executive Director of H.Y.P.E. — Harnessing Youths' Potential and Energy, presented information regarding the organization.

H.Y.P.E. is a mentoring organization based in Marrero, Louisiana, that equips young people with the tools, support, and opportunities needed to thrive.

Mr. Magee explained that the organization provides weekly group mentoring, life skills training, career exposure, community outings, and one-on-one coaching. These efforts are designed to help youth discover their purpose and become positive influences within their homes, schools, and communities.

Discussion followed.

Outstanding Mature Girlz Org (OMG): 

Sashika Baunchand, Founder/Director and President of Outstanding Mature Girlz (O.M.G.), presented information regarding the organization to CCAB members.

Outstanding Mature Girlz (O.M.G.) is designed to create engaging and informative public awareness platforms for girls in the Greater Baton Rouge area and across Louisiana. The organization focuses on service, mentorship, and education in areas such as HIV/STD awareness, humanitarian leadership, self-sufficiency, self-worth, courage, wellness, and other health-related topics.

Ms. Baunchand shared that in 2013, the organization hosted its first Annual Youth HIV Awareness Conference, which featured motivational speakers, performances, and educational breakout sessions. Topics included health, leadership, and life skills. Based on participant feedback, the organization expanded in 2014 to include both in-school and off-campus programs.

These programs include the Young Adults Knowledge Awareness (Y.A. Know Awareness) Program and the Outstanding Mature Girlz (O.M.G.) Club, which provide ongoing safe and supportive environments for youth to learn and develop into productive adults.

Discussion followed.

CCAB members requested data from the LYFE program, including but not limited to information on how the program is impacting each region of the state.



Other Business: 

  Nominations for Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary 
	
	Christian Vige’ nominated Amanda Moody to serve as chair of the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board.
	Ms. Moody accepted the nomination and all approved.

	ReShonn Saul nominated Christian Vige’ to serve as vice-chair of the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board.
	Mr. Vige’ accepted the nomination and all approved.

ReShonn Saul nominated Angela Wiggins-Harris to serve as secretary of the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board.  Ms. Wiggins-Harris accepted the nomination and all approved.

Julio Galan made a motion to accept the nominations as presented.  Libbie Sonnier seconded the motion.  All approved.

Libbie Sonnier made a motion to accept Amanda Moody as chair, Christian Vige’ as vice chair and Angela Wiggins-Harris as secretary.  Gina Eubanks seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.

  Vote to host Solutions Summit on Truancy 2026

Angela Wiggins-Harris made a motion for the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board to host the 2026 Solutions Summit on Truancy.  Christian Vige’ seconded the motion.  All approved.  Motion carried.

  Vote to add Fatherhood Engagement to a subcommittee
Libbie Sonnier requested that a vote on adding Fatherhood Engagement to a subcommittee be tabled until the next	 CCAB meeting.  All agreed.

Jolie Williamson informed CCAB Members of the following upcoming events:
1) Connections Count Conference in Lake Charles
2) LCTF’s Child Abuse Prevention Conference, Lafayette, LA on April 30th
3) ReShonn Saul informed members of an upcoming kidney disease event scheduled for March 28th in Edgard.

Ms. Williamson will forward information regarding the above-referenced events to all CCAB members.

Adjournment:  

Julio Galan moved to adjourn.  Angela Wiggins-Harris seconded.  Meeting adjourned.
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