Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board (CCAB)
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, April 10, 2012
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Governor’s Press Room
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Approved Minutes

Welcome and Introduction of Members: 
Members present as acknowledged by the sign in sheet: Amanda Brunson, Becky White, Brent Villemarette, Christie Smith, Cindy Bishop, Debbie Schum, Dickie Howze, Frankie George Robertson, Judge George Murray, Dr. Girard Melancon, James Sprinkle, Jennifer Karle, Dr. John Wyble, Jonathan Chapman, Judy Harrison, Kahree Wahid, Kim Dodd, Dr. Mary Louise Jones, Myra Magee, and Dr. Stewart Gordon.

Interested Parties Present: 
Jody Levison-Johnson (CSoC), Bill Blanchard (DHH-OBH), Brenda Sharp (OCDD), Lenell Young (LA Partnership), Ashley Politz (AAP), Rebecca May-Ricks (MHAS), Ashley Herad (LANO), Jerry Pinsel (BrightStart), Melanie Bronfin (Tulane), Gary Asmus (ULL-Picard Center), John Warner Smith (Education’s Next Horizon, Quinetta Womack (DHH-OBH), Leslie Lacy (MHAS), and Kris Pottharst (Tulane).

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes:
The January and March meeting minutes were approved.

Kid’s Dashboard Update:
Teresa Falgoust (Agenda for Children) updated members on the work of the Kid’s Dashboard study group.  The goal of the study group is to make recommendations to the Children’s Cabinet about marketing and promoting the LA Kid’s Dashboard.  The study group is researching dashboards created in other states and looking at how the dashboard indicators relate to Kids Count and Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) indicators.

Presentation:
Education’s Next Horizon –John Warner Smith, CEO and Dara Shackelford, Director of the Louisiana Center for Afterschool Learning.

Education’s Next Horizon was established in 2007 with the mission of connecting various sectors of Louisiana’s leadership to frame the debate for comprehensive system-wide reform and to serve as a force in supporting school improvement.  Education’s Next Horizon has a variety of initiatives including statewide dropout prevention, research and collaboration, and the Louisiana Center for Afterschool Learning.

The Louisiana Center for Afterschool Learning (LACAL) was launched in 2011 with the goal of creating a sustainable structure of statewide, regional, and local partnerships supporting the development and growth of quality afterschool programs.  Current estimates, suggest that approximately 38% of Louisiana’s school-age children go home unsupervised.  Children who participate in at least one afterschool/out-of-school activity are less likely to drop out of school or engage in risky behaviors.  Some of LACAL’s 2012 initiatives include increasing the quality of afterschool standards, professional development opportunities, increasing the availability of afterschool meals, and regional capacity building.  
 
Announcements:
Nominations to fill the parent representative vacancy are due no later than Monday, April 30th.

The Legislative Task Force will convene by conference call every Friday morning during the session.  This task force is chaired by Cindy Bishop and staffed by Liz Kearney.  

The National Assembly on School Based Health Centers is attempting to reach out to Senator Mary Landrieu to request that funds for school based health centers be included in the federal budget.  If anyone has ties to Senator Landrieu and wishes to help out please contact Cindy Bishop.

Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana would like to announce that April is Child Abuse Prevention month.  PCAL is selling blue pin wheels, which are the national symbol for child abuse and neglect prevention.  For more information, or if your group would like to get involved please contact Amanda Brunson.

The March of Dimes is hosting a series of healthy baby showers across the state. 

The Children’s Cabinet is hosting a Children and Youth Planning Board summit June 21-22 at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s Picard Center.  The event is for new and well established planning boards as well as for inactive districts interested in creating a new planning board.  For more information, please contact Tiffany Simpson.
 
There will be a Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board meeting on Tuesday, May 8th from 10:00am – 12:00pm.

Meeting Adjourned
