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Jeff Landry
Governor
Children’s Cabinet Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
October 9, 2025


Members Present			

Commissioner Taylor Barras represented by Sonia Mallett
Senator Regina Barrow
Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley represented by Sabre Masters
Simone Champagne, BESE
Secretary Bruce Greenstein, Louisiana Department of Health represented by Bethany Blackson
Secretary Kenneth “Kenny” Loftin, Office of Juvenile Justice
Secretary Rebecca Harris, Department of Children and Family Services represented by Bret Hanemann
Susana Schowen, Louisiana Workforce Commission represented by Jim Garvey
						
Staff:
Jolie Williamson, Executive Directo
Michele Rabalais, LCTF/CC Exec. Assistant

Call to Order:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director, welcomed members and guests and called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

Roll Call:  

Michele M. Rabalais, Executive Assistant, called roll.

Public Comments: 
None

Approval of Minutes: 

Sonia Mallet moved for approval of the August 14, 2025, minutes as presented.  Kenny Loftin seconded the motion. All approved.  

VIA Link, Inc. & Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana Presentation

LaVondra Dobbs, Executive Director of VIA Link, Inc., presented information regarding VIA Link and Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana (PCAL).

VIA Link provides crisis support, connects individuals to resources and services, and supplies vital data and trend information to ensure that policies and programs effectively meet community needs. Services are available statewide and include crisis counseling, suicide intervention, opioid counseling, and assistance connecting individuals to critical services. Support is provided 24/7, 365 days a year via phone, text, and online chat.


Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana (PCAL) operates under a mission to provide 24/7 emotional support for families, connect parents and caregivers to parenting resources, advocate for children and families, and offer education for those caring for Louisiana’s children.
PCAL services include:

Education: PCAL emphasizes education and training as primary prevention strategies for child abuse, trauma, and mental health challenges in Louisiana communities.

Advocacy: VIA Link/PCAL partners with advocates, clinicians, and community members to promote systemic change in support of families and child abuse prevention.

Outreach: VIA Link representatives are available to attend events and provide information on programs and services.

In addition, PCAL operates the Parent Line, which offers 24/7 emotional support to parents across Louisiana. Discussion followed.

Budget Recommendations and Priorities:

Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board (CCAB) subcommittee chairs presented their budget recommendations to the Children’s Cabinet. 

CCAB subcommittees include:
Vulnerable Youth
Behavioral Health Services
Family Stability
Early Childhood Experiences
Partners in Protecting Children
Early Learning Literacy

A copy of the subcommittee recommendations was distributed to Cabinet members. Discussion followed.

Secretary Kenny Loftin made a motion to approve the CCAB subcommittee recommendations as presented. The motion was seconded by Bethany Blackson. All members approved, and the motion carried.
Council on Children of Incarcerated Parents and Caregivers Update

Renee Carthan and Troy Hankton provided an update on the Council on Children of Incarcerated Parents and Caregivers.

It was reported that approximately 94,000 children in Louisiana have an incarcerated parent. HR 24 was discussed, which would allow for virtual participation by incarcerated parents in report card conferences, graduations, and other important milestones. Although the law has passed, it has not been enacted due to a lack of funding.
Ms. Carthan and Mr. Hankton noted that funding is needed for staffing, computers, software, and internet services to implement the program. The estimated initial startup cost is approximately $1.2 million. Discussion followed.
Council on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Update

Kathy Coleman, Chair of the Council on the Status of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren, presented the Council’s recommendations.

Louisiana ranks fourth nationally in the number of grandparents raising grandchildren. Approximately 55,000 grandparents are responsible for raising their grandchildren, and an estimated 61,000 children are being raised by family members other than their parents.

Approximately 90% of grandparents raising grandchildren live below the poverty line, with many relying on fixed retirement incomes. In addition to daily child-rearing expenses, grandparents often face significant legal costs to obtain custody. Without legal custody, grandparents cannot access kinship care subsidies and may experience difficulty enrolling children in school or accessing medical care.

The Council is requesting enhanced statewide support for legal representation and dedicated funding to address the legal needs of these families. Discussion followed.
Partners in Protecting Children Update

Amanda Moody provided an update on the Partners in Protecting Children subcommittee.

Ms. Moody reported recent meetings with Representative Kathy Edmonston regarding revisions to the current resolution. The subcommittee has faced challenges due to the extremely broad scope of its mandate, which originated from ACT 40 and Ezekiel’s Law to examine coordination between law enforcement and the Department of Children and Family Services. HR 305 further placed the committee under the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board, expanding its scope to include child abuse, foster care, benefits systems, and related issues.

Due to the breadth of responsibilities, the committee struggled to identify a focused agenda. Over the past six weeks, a smaller work group has met with Representative Edmonston to clarify the intended direction and outcomes for the committee. During these discussions, duplication of efforts with other task forces was identified.

The subcommittee has drafted a formal restructuring proposal and submitted it to Representative Edmonston. At this time, the committee is in a transition phase and has no formal recommendations. The required annual report is due in February. Discussion followed.

Other Business

Chief Justice John Weimer discussed the issue of truancy and the development of the Solutions Summit. After reviewing data highlighting concerning absenteeism trends and the long-term consequences of lack of education, Chief Justice Weimer convened stakeholders to address the issue.

Approximately 400 individuals attended the one-day Solutions Summit, including judges, educators, child welfare professionals, justice system stakeholders, school resource officers, and community advocates. The summit focused on proactive strategies to reduce truancy and improve student engagement.

Topics addressed included early intervention strategies, collaborative best practices, the informal Families in Need of Services (FINS) process, truancy adjudication, reintegration of students returning to school, and strengthening children and youth planning boards. Discussion followed.

Dr. Christian Vige’ informed Children’s Cabinet members that a Trauma Summit will be held November 14, 2025 at Baton Rouge Community College from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Flyers were distributed and email registration will be sent out.
Adjournment

Sonia Mallett made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned.

Next Meeting: February 26, 2026
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