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Jeff Landry
Governor
Children’s Cabinet Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
February 26, 2026


Members Present			

Commissioner Taylor Barras represented by Kate Foster
Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley represented by Brittany Bouligny
Anh “Joseph” Cao, BESE
Courtney Myers, Office of Juvenile Justice
Susana Schowen, Louisiana Workforce Commission represented by Jim Garvey
ReShonn Saul. Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board
Rep. Annie Spell
						
Staff:
Jolie Williamson, Executive Directo
Michele Rabalais, LCTF/CC Exec. Assistant

Call to Order:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director, welcomed members and guests and called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.

Roll Call:  

Michele M. Rabalais, Executive Assistant, called roll.

Public Comments: 
None

Approval of Minutes: 

Jim Garvey moved for approval of the October 9, 2025; minutes as presented.  Joseph Cao seconded the motion. All approved.  


Human Trafficking Prevention Presentation:

Mary Kate Andrepont, Executive Director, presented information regarding statewide human trafficking prevention efforts. The Office of Human Trafficking Prevention coordinates statewide initiatives to prevent human trafficking and address the needs of survivors. The office utilizes a survivor-informed and trauma-informed approach guided by the nationally recognized “4 Ps” framework: Prevention, Protection, Prosecution, and Partnerships.

Primary Goals:
*Increase public awareness
*Provide a resource directory
*Improve victim identification
*Develop screening tools
*Provide technical assistance

Discussion followed.
Kids Count Data Presentation:

Teresa Falgoust, Director of Data and Research for Agenda for Children, presented the Kids Count Data Book on Louisiana’s Children. Copies were distributed to members and guests. The Kids Count initiative provides local and state leaders with timely and accurate data on child well-being to support informed policy decisions.

*Disseminate data reflecting various age groups and areas of child well-being
*Produce local data products including the Data Book on Louisiana’s Children
*Maintain parish-level data in the Kids Count Data Center
*Provide outreach related to the national Kids Count Data Book
Discussion followed.
Louisiana Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, LA-AAP Presentation:  

Natasha Cheatham, Executive Director, presented information about the Louisiana Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (LA-AAP). The organization advocates for the optimal health and well-being of youth in Louisiana through education, collaboration, and policy advocacy.

*Improve the health and well-being of youth and families in Louisiana
*Serve as a trusted source of pediatric healthcare expertise
*Support public health policies addressing the needs of youth and families
*Build coalitions with organizations and community stakeholders
*Promote the interests of Louisiana AAP members
*Increase member participation in advocacy
*Provide quality educational opportunities for professional development

Discussion followed.
Louisiana Obesity Society Presentation:

Dr. Katie Queen presented on behalf of the Louisiana Obesity Society. The organization’s priority is reducing childhood obesity and early onset chronic disease through prevention, coordinated systems, and equitable access to care. The organization advocates for improved access to comprehensive obesity treatment and evidence-based care.
Discussion followed.
Other Business:  
None.  

Executive Director Jolie Williamson reminded members of the importance of attendance to ensure a quorum. Members were also reminded that the April 2, 2026 meeting will include a vote on Children’s Trust Fund grant recommendations. Members unable to attend were encouraged to send a proxy.



Adjournment

ReShonn Saul made a motion to adjourn. Anh “Joseph” Gao seconded the motion. All approved.  Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting:  April 2, 2026
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