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Children’s Cabinet Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
August 14, 2025


Members Present			

Commissioner Taylor Barras represented by Sonia Mallett
Senator Regina Barrow
Superintendent Dr. Cade Brumley represented by Sabre Masters
Simone Champagne, BESE
Secretary Bruce Greenstein, Louisiana Department of Health
Secretary Kenneth “Kenny” Loftin, Office of Juvenile Justice
Secretary Rebecca Harris, Department of Children and Family Services
Susana Schowen, Louisiana Workforce Commission represented by Jim Garvey
Representative Amy Spell
									
Staff:
Jolie Williamson, Executive Directo
Michele Rabalais, LCTF/CC Exec. Assistant

Call to Order:
Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director, welcomed members and guests.  

Roll Call:  
Michele M. Rabalais, Executive Assistant, called Roll.

Public Comments: None

Approval of Minutes: Kenny Loftin moved for approval of the April 3, 2025 minutes as presented.  Jim Garvey seconded the motion. All approved.  

Introductions: 

Jolie Williamson introduced new members, Rep Annie Spell, Secretary Bruce Greenstein, Louisiana Department of Health and Secretary Rebecca Harris, Department of Children and Family Services.

Louisiana Youth for Excellence (LYFE) Presentation: 

Dr. Amanda Shackelford, LYFE Executive Director, along with LYFE program managers Rachael Dorman and Tressa Dunbar presented information regarding the LYFE program.

LYFE focuses on teaching healthy relationships, self-regulation, and life skills through interactive programming. LYFE was created to promote positive youth development and to build awareness of consequences for at-risk behaviors for today’s vulnerable youth, such as children in foster care, children in poverty, and children in juvenile detention centers.

Prioritizing our most at-risk youth first and providing a positive message to all students throughout Louisiana.  LYFE works with schools, non-profit and faith-based organizations, parents and the community to teach goal setting, leadership development, character building, and integrity.
Louisiana Youth for Excellence (LYFE) works to promote positive youth development and lower the epidemically high statistics of teen births and sexually transmitted infections (STIs). LYFE works diligently to do this by equipping youth with the education and skill sets needed to increase their self-esteem, enhance life coping skills, and improve refusal skills in innovative ways. With the help of federal funding through Title V Abstinence Education as a part of the Social Security Act, LYFE is able to provide extensive resources and services to the community. These include, but are not limited to:
*Educational workshops and seminars for youth and parents,
 *Educational brochures and motivational books for youth and parents,
*Community resource guides and materials for youth and parents,
*Peer mentoring groups within organizations, and
Abstinence-centric curriculum, Real Essentials (Endorsed as a leading evidence-based, medically accurate     abstinence approach to teen pregnancy and HIV/STI prevention)

In order to further assist the youth of Louisiana, LYFE seeks to provide financial support to established organizations that align with LYFE’s mission. In doing so, LYFE can expand its efforts to promote positive youth development outcomes while also empowering youth and instilling a strong sense of self-efficacy.

Hope for Opelousas Presentation:

Loren Carriere, Founder/Administrative Director, presented information regarding Hope for Opelousas (HFO).

HFO is actively empowering a movement of hope focused on community development through educational support, neighborhood outreach, and intentional relationships grounded in the truth that love changes everything. 

Hope for Opelousas is committed to investing in the potential of their community through programs that promote growth, connection, and long-term impact.

From academic support and youth mentorship to leadership development, family services, and enriching life experiences, their work is rooted in meeting real needs and building meaningful relationships.

Every effort reflects the core belief that love has the power to transform lives and strengthen communities.  Discussion followed.

Partners in Protecting Children Subcommittee Update:  

Amanda Moody presented the Partners in Protecting Child subcommittee update.

Ms. Moody stated that the subcommittee continues to meet monthly.  In addition, the subcommittee is focusing on a study of the cause and effects of child abuse; analyzing the challenges of families and is working on developing a strategic plan.  

In addition, the subcommittee has been holding focus groups with the following:
	-DCFS
	-CASA
	-Law Enforcement
	-LDH, etc. 
Discussion followed. 

Solutions Summit Update: Storm Ehlers provided an update on the Solutions Summit.  

The 2025 Solutions Summit entitled ‘From Truancy to Triumph. From Absence to Opportunity” will be a statewide collaborative initiative held on September 8, 2025 at the Four Points by Sheraton Convention Center.  

To combat escalating rates of Louisiana students being absent from the classroom, educators, judges, social workers, and community members will be invited to participate. The goal is to collaborate on effective strategies that address root causes and enhance student engagement. 

Identified stakeholders will receive an emailed invitation to register. Space is limited and we anticipate filling up the available spots quickly.

Key state leaders, educators, child welfare professionals, justice system stakeholders, school resource officers and community advocates for a collaborative summit will focus on addressing and reducing truancy in Louisiana. 

 
Strategic Session: Jolie Williamson ran the Children’s Cabinet Strategic Session.  Ms. Williamson asked members to write down what is the most pressing issue facing Louisiana’s children right now?  Ms. Williamson asked members what the next thing is the Cabinet would like to focus on.  In previous years it was truancy and thus began work on the Solutions Summit. 
Secondly, Ms. Williamson asked “if we could accomplish one thing in the next 12 months what would it be”?  Answers included: 
Mental health
Improved school-based health care 
Phone usage
Truancy
Improve reading and math scores
More foster homes
Reducing single parenting
Reducing juvenile crime  
Life skills development for better coping skills
Discussion followed.
Other Business: None
Adjournment: Sonia Mallett moved to adjourn.  Sabre Masters seconded the motion.  All approved.  Meeting adjourned.
Next Meeting: October 9, 2025
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