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LOUISIANA AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES COMMISSION
TENTATIVE MEETING MINUTES
June 5, 2026, 9:30 A.M.
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
VETERANS’ MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
5825 FLORDIA BOULEVARD
BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70806
THESE MINUTES ARE TENTATIVE UNTIL VOTED ON AND APPROVED BY THE COMMISSION AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING, AT WHICH TIME THEY WILL BECOME FINAL.
I.	CALL TO ORDER
	The meeting was called to order by Robert Hanks at 9:30 A.M.
II.	ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM
	LDAF staff, Cindy Abbott, called roll. The following commission members were present:
	Ryan Ellington
	Ross Girtman
	Robert Hanks
	Stephen Logan
	Ronald Petree
	Tom Russell
	Larry Sayes
	Kevin Webb
With eight (8) members present, a quorum was declared.  The following commission members were absent:
	Garett Hebert
LDAF Staff Present
Agro Consumer Services Assistant Commissioner:  Kevin Finley;
Louisiana Agricultural Commodities Commission Director;  Gene Cavalier;
LDAF Attorney:  Bethany Gonzales;
LDAF Auditor:  Jeff Fabre;
Administrative Coordinator IV:  Cindy Abbott.
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	None at this time. 


IV.	ADOPTION OF FEBRUARY 25, 2026 MINUTES
	A motion was made by Ronald Petree to approve the minutes from the February 25, 2026 meeting.  Tom Russell seconded the motion.  All members in favor.  Motion carried. 
V.	GRAIN & COTTON INDEMNITY FUND AND SELF INSURANCE FUND
	Director Cavalier stated that as of June 5, 2026, the Grain & Cotton Indemnity Fund (GCIF) balance is $3,344,807.35 and the Self Insurance Fund (SIF) balance is $855,628.01.
	A.  RS 3:3412- SELF INSRANCE FUND
                  SIF-    $855,628.01
            B.  RS 3:3412.1- GRAIN & COTTON INDEMNITY FUND (GCIF)
                  GCIF- $3,344,807.35
VI.	OLD BUSINESS
	A.  LACC LEGISLATIVE BILL UPDATES
	Assistant Commissioner Kevin Finley stated the two LACC House Bills presented during the 2026 Legislative Session were passed. House Bill 370, now Act 156, raised the rate of monthly GCIF assessments from $0.0004% (1/25th of 1%) to $0.0008.  Essentially doubling the monthly assessment rate. 
	The second House Bill 344, now Act 69, increases the collections limits for the GCIF.  The new law suspends collection of assessments when the Fund balance reaches $25 million (previously $12 million) and resumes collection when the balance fall below $22 million (previously $10 million).
	This increase was approved to help ensure the continued financial stability and long-term solvency of the GCIF. This strengthens the Fund’s ability to respond to potential claims and maintain adequate reserve levels for the benefit of the agricultural community.
VII.	PUBLIC COMMENT
	Mr. Andy Brown, Policy Director for Louisiana Farm Bureau,  personally thanked the Commission and Commissioner Strain for working together to help pass the LACC bills presented in the last Legislative Session. He will also help to communicate this change to those in the industry and at the next Farm Bureau Convention, June 18, 2026 through June 21, 2026. 
VIII.	NEW BUSINESS
	A.  CONSIDERATION OF LICENSE APPLICATION RENEWALS FOR
 APPROVAL:
	Pursuant to LA R.S. 42:16, R.S. 42:17(10), and R.S. 3:3421, the commission members voted to enter Executive Session to discuss financial status and any possible issues with the applicants. 
	The motion to enter Executive Session was made by Tom Russell; Ross Girtman seconded the motion.  All members were in favor.
		Ryan Ellington
		Ross Girtman
		Robert Hanks
		Stephen Logan
		Ronald Petree
		Tom Russell
		Larry Sayes
		Kevin Webb
	Eight (8) members of the LACC were present and voted to enter Executive Session.  The LACC went into Executive Session at 10:08 A.M.
	The meeting recording was turned back on at 11:10 A.M.  Cindy Abbott called roll and the same eight (8) members the LACC listed above were present.  Ryan Ellington made a motion to resume the regular meeting.  Larry Sayes seconded the motion.  All members in favor and the LACC meeting resumed.
	      a.  COTTON MERCHANT
	           1.  BROADWAY COTTON COMPANY, LLC.
	           2.  CAROLINAS COTTON GROWERS COOP., INC.
	           3.  COTTON MARKETING SERVICES, LLC.
	           4.  P. J. S. INCORPORATED
	A motion was made by Ronald Petree to approve the Cotton Merchant license requests, naming the license applicants above individually.  The motion was seconded by Tom Russell.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
	           5.  STAPLE COTTON COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION DBA STAPLCOTN
	A motion was made by Ronald Petree to approve the Cotton Merchant license request, STAPLE COTTON COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Ellington.  All members in favor. Motion carried.
	**Ross Girtman abstained from voting on (a.5.) STAPLE COTTON COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION DBA STAPLCOTN, conflict of interest.
	           6.  RYAN ELLINGTON COTTON, LLC.
	 A motion was made by Ronald Petree to approve the Cotton Merchant license request, RYAN ELLINGTON COTTON, LLC.  The motion was seconded by Ross Girtman.  All members in favor. Motion carried.
	**Ryan Ellington abstained from voting on (a.6.)  RYAN ELLINGTON COTTON LLC., conflict of interest.
	      b.  GRAIN DEALER & COTTON MERCHANT
	           1.  LOUIS DREYFUS COMPANY, LLC
	A motion was made by Ronald Petree to approve the Grain Dealer and Cotton Merchant license request.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Ellington.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
	      c.  GRAIN DEALER
	           1.  THE ANDERSONS, INC.
	           2.  BUNGE NORTH AMERICA, INC.
	           3.  BUNGE USA GRAIN, LLC.
	           4.  CSC GOLD, INC.
	           5.  ERWIN KEITH, LLC DBA PROGENY AG PRODUCTS 
	A motion was made by Tom Russell to approve the Grain Dealer license requests, naming the license applicants above individually.  The motion was seconded by Larry Sayes.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
	           6.  GRAIN MARKETING SERVICES, LLC.
	           7.  JOHNSON BREEDERS, INC.
	           8.  LIVESTOCK NUTRITION CENTER, LLC.
	           9.  LOUISIANA FARM BUREAU MARKETING ASSOCITION, INC.
                     10.  PITRE RICE, LLC
	         11.  POINTE COUPEE FARMERS ELEVATOR, INC. 
	A motion was made by Tom Russell to approve the Grain Dealer license requests, naming the license applicants above individually.  The motion was seconded by Ronald Petree.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
	         12.  PRODUCERS RICE MILL, INC.
	         13.  PURINA ANIMAL NUTRITION, LLC.
	         14.  RAGAN & MASSEY, LLC.
	         15.  RIVIANA FOODS, INC. DBA ACADIA WAREHOUSE
	         16.  ROSE MENOU DBA MS. ROSE CSMW GRAIN BROKER, LLC.
	A motion was made by Tom Russell to approve the Grain Dealer license requests, naming the license applicants above individually.  The motion was seconded by Ross Girtman.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
                     17. THE SCOULAR COMPANY
	A motion was made by Tom Russell to defer the Grain Dealer license request, THE SCOULAR COMPANY, to the next LACC meeting, Monday, June 29, 2026.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Ellington.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
	         18.  VISERION GRAIN, LLC.
	 A motion was made by Ross Girtman to approve the Grain Dealer license request, VISERION GRAIN, INC.  The motion was seconded by Ronald Petree.  All members in favor. Motion carried.
	**Tom Russell abstained from voting on (c.18.)  VISERION GRAIN, LLC., conflict of interest.
	    d.  WAREHOUSE
	         1.  JONES PRODUCERS GIN, INC.
     	         2.  VILLE PLATTE RICE DRIER, INC.
	A motion was made by Stephen Logan to approve the Warehouse license requests, naming the license applicants above individually.  The motion was seconded by Ronald Petree.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
	    e.  WAREHOUSE & GRAIN DEALER
	        1.  HELENA AGRI-ENTERPRISES, LLC.
	A motion was made by Stephen Logan to approve the Warehouse and Grain Dealer license request, HELENA AGRI-ENTERPRISES, LLC.   The motion was seconded by Ryan Ellington.   All members in favor.  Motion carried.
                    2.  LAKE ARTHUR DRIER, LLC.
	A motion was made by Stephen Logan to defer the Warehouse and Grain Dealer license request, LAKE ARTHUR DRIER, LLC., to the next LACC meeting, Monday, June 29, 2026.  The motion was seconded by Ryan Ellington.  All members in favor.  Motion carried.
IX.	PUBLIC COMMENT
	None at this time.
X.	DATE FOR NEXT MEETING.
	Monday, June 29, 2026 at 9:30 A.M.
XI.	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	None at this time.
XII.	ADJOURNMENT
	A motion was made by Ryan Ellington to adjourn the meeting, and Stephen Logan seconded the motion.  All members in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:23 A.M.
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