Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Documents of Discussion* 
Tuesday, October 21, 2014, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-125, Baton Rouge. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
The Commission members present voted unanimously to have Cordelia Heaney act as Chair for today’s meeting; she called the meeting to order at 1:13 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
	Members Present


Nancy Beben

Alexis Ducorbier

Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary

Melissa Horton

Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Michelle A. Massé 

Sue McNabb

Christie Smith (by proxy: Sara Spencer)

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Sarah Turner 


	Members Absent

Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Rep. Simone B. Champagne

Racheal Hebert

Stephanie LeGrange

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian

Kathleen Mix

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

Elizabeth Dent Sumrall

Lauren Wingo




III. 
Approval of the Minutes
· A quorum was not present, so approval of September minutes was tabled for the November meeting.
IV.
Presentations
1. Jump Start Program – Lisa French, Executive Director of Career and Technical Education, Department of Education
· Program brings together a diverse group of stakeholders, including business and industry, regional economic development, schools, and 2 and 4 year colleges.
· It is a dynamic program that will continue to grow and change as they implement more areas and adapt.

· The program aims to ensure students learn basic skills, like soft skills, financial literacy, and understanding the industry, and that they graduate high school with a career readiness credential. 

· State is going from 3 to 2 diplomas.

·  Using 12 regional teams with industry as part of teams, ensuring teachers are teaching up-to-date technology.

· Challenges: workplace placements and apprenticeships

1. Will give grants to regional teams to develop a model of how they offer quality placement and apprenticeships; have awarded $645,000 to 8 JumpStart teams and will grant $845,000 total.

2. Encouraging regional teams to share and collaborate

· There are 35 statewide pathways and then regional Jump Start credentials are also available

· Challenges: changing the stigma of a career diploma 

· There is a need to utilize marketing and school counselors to encourage female students to explore the majority of pathways that are in currently male-dominate fields

2. Early Childhood Education & Childcare - Derek Little, Office of Early Childhood, Department of Education
· School and community-driven solution to get kids ready for kindergarten
· Community network pilots. Includes subsidized childcare centers, head start centers, and school districts

· Dollars go to best providers; have a report card

· This program goes through pre-K

· Has an advisory council
· They are working to develop a framework for grading programs, and the whole community will get a letter grade too

· Rep. Smith: are programs ceasing to take state aid because they can’t meet standards? Will we keep funding programs  with bad report cards?

· Parents will probable stop sending their kids to a failing program before the state closes it, so it will go out of business.

· There is a need for a new higher education program for birth to kindergarten.

· This program only improves quality, it does not increase access to childcare for parents who don’t already qualify for childcare subsidies. 
V. Unfinished Business

1. Updates on the Five 2014 Report Work Groups – Workgroup Chairs

2. Review Report Outline & Deadlines for the Report Drafts- 4 work groups will have 

3. Attendance for upcoming LCIW trip
V. Public Comment
There was no public comment.

V. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm
*Please note: this meeting did not have quorum, so these are not official meeting minutes, merely Documents of Discussion.
