Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Wednesday, April 1, 2015, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-125, Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Parliamentarian Claudeidra Minor called the meeting to order at 1:08 pm; quorum was established at 1:45 pm. 
II. Roll Call & Introductions
	Members Present


Nancy Beben
Tonya Bolden-Ball

Alexis Ducorbier
Pamela Egan
Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Melissa Horton
Stephanie LeGrange
Michelle A. Massé 

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith
Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Heather Rademacher Taylor
	Members Absent

Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Racheal Hebert
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie
Sue McNabb

Kathleen Mix

Christie Smith 
Sarah Turner


III. 
Approval of the Minutes
· The group approved the January 30, 2015 Commission minutes without edits.
IV.
2015 Legislative Session’s Bills Affecting Women
A. Jessie Nieblas, Director of Education& Prevention, La. Foundation Against Sexual Assault

· Bills directly related to sexual assault: HB 73 expands the type of abuse or violence for which a person may seek protection, and provides relative to the issuance of an order of protection as a condition of bail for stalking and other offenses against a family or household member or dating partner; HB 139 changes references of "simple rape", "forcible rape", and "aggravated rape" to "first degree rape", "second degree rape", and "third degree rape" respectively.
· Bills that address processes for handling sexual assaults: HB 143 would use unclaimed lottery winnings to help fund the crime victims reparation fund, and would allow La. to possibly draw down federal matching dollars but is not a tax; HB194 ensures sexual assault victims aren’t billed for their forensic exams, requires that non-reporting victims’ kits be stored for 1 year, and caps amounts hospitals can charge for exams; SB 36 would make sexual assault protective orders function more like those given to domestic violence and stalking victims; SB 37 requires trauma-informed sexual assault training for law enforcement; HB 289 requires that sexual assault collection kits be submitted for examination expeditiously; SB 31 would allow Orleans Parish to survey students through the Youth Risk Behavior Survey regarding risky behaviors that could include questions regarding unwanted sexual activity/sexual assault; SB 81 makes more workers eligible to receive paid sick leave and includes injuries sustained from domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking; SB 255 addresses campus sexual assault policies and campus climate surveys.
B. Rep. Patricia Smith

· Working on a study resolution that would re-create a sexual assault task force via the Select Committee on Women & Children; a resolution that would designate April 29 Purple & Teal Day; and on a resolution that would designate sexual assault awareness month.
· Highlighted SB 37 that focuses on peace officer training; SB 242 which would require criminal justice agencies to annually report certain information concerning sexual assault kits and sexually-oriented criminal offenses; SB 255 on sexual assault on college campuses; and a bill to address the need for sexual assault prevention training for bartenders.
C. Clay Latimer, Legislative Agenda for Women

· This coalition was established in 2012, and currently includes 16 organizations. Their priority issues for the 2015 session are Medicaid expansion; equal pay for women/minimum wage raise/family & medical leave; sex education and the Youth Risk Behavior Survey; and violence against women (sexual assault & domestic violence).
D. Kim Sport, Chairman of Public Policy, United Way of Southeast Louisiana and Chair, Louisiana Domestic Violence Prevention Commission

· HB 539 is a fix to last year’s domestic violence immediate divorce bill that changes the effective date from last year; HB 722 adds household members and dating partners to the list of individuals protected and non-physical acts in the offenses included under the definition of domestic abuse, provides relative to the issuance of temporary restraining orders and protective orders, and provides relative to duties of law enforcement; HB 488 does many things including prohibiting possession of a firearm by persons convicted of Domestic Abuse Battery or Stalking for 10 years following completion of sentence, and including strangulation as a type of second degree battery even if the victim does not become unconscious as a result.
V. Programming & Outreach

· Rep. St. Germain gave a recap on the recent Ready to Run event organized by the La. Legislative Women’s Caucus.  
· Summer Steib from the LSU Women’s Center announced that on April 21st the LSU Women’s Center will be showing a screening of the film “The Hunting Ground” about campus sexual assault. The group discussed organizing a presentation on the Commission’s new 2014 report on-campus utilizing the new Commission PowerPoint Racheal Hebert created.
· Claudeidra Minor announced that the La. Girl’s Leadership Academy is scheduled for June 14-17 this year.

VI. Public Comment & Announcements
· The Commission’s 2014 Report to the Governor has been submitted to the Governor and to legislators. 
V. Adjourn
· The remaining meetings for 2015 have been scheduled; scheduled 2015 meetings will be 1-3 pm, room 1-127 in the Iberville Building, on the following dates: June 3, August 5, October 7, & December 2.

