Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-125, Baton Rouge. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Chair Laura Badeaux called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm, and quorum was established. At 2 pm, Vice Chair Martha Bryant assumed the meeting leadership responsibilities.
II. Roll Call & Introductions
	Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Nancy Beben
Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Alexis Ducorbier
Pamela Egan
Cordelia Heaney, Secretary

Melissa Horton
Michelle A. Massé 

Sue McNabb

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian

Kathleen Mix

Christie Smith 

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith
Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Heather Taylor- for DHH
Sarah Turner 
	Members Absent

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Racheal Hebert

Stephanie LeGrange

Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain




III. 
Approval of the Minutes
· The group approved the November 18, 2014 Commission minutes without edits.
IV.
Work Group Reports – Review 2014 Report to the Governor first draft
1. Women’s Health – Pam Egan

· Teen Pregnancy: Sarah & Heather will research 2013 low birth weight statistics.

· Group agreed to cut the mental health and suicide section, and revisit it for next year’s report; group would also like to explore adding substance abuse information for next year’s report.
· Recommendations: The group agreed to add in information on dental hygienist law reform and mobile prevention units into the recommendation that the legislature create a Louisiana dental access study group.

2. Education – Nancy Beben
· Sexual health education: additional information will be added to this section on the LYFE program and the Choosing the Best curriculum. Christie & Sarah will finalize Louisiana participation numbers in LYFE for the next draft of the report.

· Recommendations: the Commission’s drafted recommendation asking the Board of Regents to require the WISE fund recipients to develop women’s recruitment and retention activities for their programs, and that they track and annually report on their efforts, was edited to ‘encourage’ rather than ‘require.’ 

3. Programming & Outreach

· The Programming & Outreach work group met prior to the day’s full Commission meeting, and discussed setting goals and potential activities for 2015. They would like the Commission to identify the policy recommendations from the 2014 report that the group feels are a priority.
· They hope to use the second half of the January 2015 agenda to discuss programming and outreach activities for 2015.
4. Gender-Based Violence – Alexis Ducorbier & Christie Smith

· The group reviewed the section, and discussed Governor Jindal’s recent Executive Order BJ 2014-17, which provides for a new system for the Crime Victims Reparation Board to cover payments to hospitals for rape kits and exams they administer to victims, and moves to create further policy uniformity around access to sexual assault exams offered in the state. 
· Recommendations: 

· The group discussed ways to incorporate the new executive order into recommendations around stipulating that funds in the state budget be set aside for reimbursement for hospitals for administering sexual assault forensic exams.

· Cordelia will communicate with LCLE to discuss the issue of domestic violence-related dual arrests and the best way to address it in policy, and will communicate with LaFASA to find out more about the number of hours they would recommend for mandatory law enforcement training on sexual assault.

· The group discussed changing the recommendation to re-establish a sexual assault task force and making it a standing commission instead, and agreed to incorporate an acknowledgement of the executive order and efforts of DHH into the recommendation text. 

5. Trends: Women’s Leadership

· The group discussed editing this section to add more recent data and to make it specifically about political leadership. Cordelia & Martha will work on this.

6. Employment & Economic Concerns – Cordelia Heaney
· Gender wage gap: the group discussed adding more information on racial diversity and the possible correlation of congressional districts with larger percentages of minority citizens and higher amounts of people in low wage jobs. Cordelia & Pat will work on this. 
· Recommendations: group discussed that rather than recommending that the legislature “increase” the amount state funding for the Child Care Assistance Program to expand the eligibility requirements, that the recommendation should instead be to allocate state funds for it; currently it is actually all federal funds.
V. Public Comment & Announcements
There was no public comment.

V. Adjourn
Group agreed that January 7, 2015 is the last day to submit edits to the 2014 report. A January 2015 meeting date is to be determined. Meeting adjourned at 3 pm.
