Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission
Monday, December 10, 2012

12:00pm – 3:30pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. 4th Street, Room 1-125, Baton Rouge, LA
I. Meeting Called To Order 
Chair Laura M. Badeaux called the meeting to order. Introduction of all present were made.

II. Roll Call 
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Acting Chair

Cordelia Heaney

Tasha Bergeron

Tiffany Simpson

Melissa Horton

Kim Dodd Manning 

Claudeidra Minor

Nancy Beber

Pamela B. Egan

Michelle A. Massé
Rep. Karen St. Germain

Members Absent
Rep. Regina Ashford

Senator Sharon Weston Broome

Anne T. Causey

Rep. Simone B. Champagne

Conshonda  Houston-Dotie 
Pam C. Jenkins

Stephaine LeGrange

Hon. Frances J. Pitman

Tania C. Tetlow
Others Present

Trin Johnson

Lauren Jackson

Beth Meeks

Ashley Livous

III. Business Considered 
Ten commission members were present and ten members were absent, which meant that the meeting lacked a simple majority and did not have a formal quorum. Chair Laura Badeaux clarified that in the bylaws the number of members in attendance rather than the total number of possible commission members (25) should be considered when deciding if the meeting has quorum.  The meeting proceeded solely as a working meeting. 

Chair Laura Badeaux asked members to review and approve the minutes from the meetings on 10/11/2012 and 11/14/2012.  Minutes were approved as printed.

Claudeidra Minor was asked to report on her research of the membership and attendance policies that govern the commission. Definition of “Total Membership” under the Open Meetings Laws was defined as, total appointed members or 50 +1, per the AG’s Office. 
Chair Badeaux introduce the proposal to amend the definition of a quorum in the bylaws for voting purposes.  “For voting purposes a quorum should consist of a simple majority of those commission members who have been duly appointed by the Governor to the commission approved by the Senate at a regular or special called meeting.”
Cordelia Heaney proposed an edit to the language used in the amendment removing, “approved by the Senate”, since Kendal Melvin from Boards & Commissions had told Ms. Heaney & Ms. Badeaux that once commission members were appointed by the Governor they could begin participating in meetings.
Chair Badeaux confirmed that a vote on the proposed amendment could not take place because of the lack of total membership under the Open Meetings Law as defined by the AG’s office. However the amendment would be inserted into the bylaws per the confirmation by the AG’s office that bylaws do not supersede the law. 
Because under unfinished business, Claudeidra Minor reported that the commission had to have a quorum of a majority+1 the vote on the minutes were not in accordance with the Open Meetings Law.

Chair Badeaux started discussions on update on recruiting for new commission member openings, and the organization of the Baton Rouge and New Orleans regional commissions. Chair Badeaux asked for a volunteer for Recorder and named Claudeidra Minor as Parliamentarian. Motion was made and seconded to stat with new business.

Chair Badeaux reported she and Cordelia Heaney met with the newly appointed head of Boards of Commissions (Kendall Melvin) and nominated two candidates for the commission, Kathleen Mix and Beth Meeks. 

Chair Badeaux asked Beth Meeks to introduce herself.  Ms. Meeks currently serves as Executive Director of Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Ms. Meeks gave a brief overview of her work experience. 

Chair Badeaux gave a brief overview of the second candidate Kathleen Mix. Ms. Mix currently serves as Vice Chancellor for Workforce Development and Education at Delgado Community College. 
Chair Badeaux expressed the urgency to fill current vacancies on the committee and explained the nomination process would be expedited if recommendations came from within the committee. 

Chair Badeaux moved the discussion to the Annual Report, expressing some concern with the length of the report.  Chair Badeaux acknowledged Trin Johnson representing the members of the Women’s Legislative Caucus to confirm the reduction of the report from a legislative stand point. 

Ms. Johnson expressed satisfaction with the report as printed on behalf of the Louisiana Women’s Legislative Caucus. Citing the report gives the Caucus information needed for their legislative packages as well as supporting documentation for national reporting done by caucus members. 
Ms. Johnson gave an example of the uses of the annual report information in relation to the Caucus and its initiatives. Most recently, the recommendation to have the Governor appoint more women to boards and commissions. 

Chair Badeaux suggested starting the review of the annual report with the Recommendations of the Commission on page 13.
Chair Badeaux opened discussion on adding the recommendation of appointing more women to boards and commissions began.  

Rep, Karen St. Germain joined the meeting 1:00pm. Commission officially had enough members present for a quorum. 

Chair Badeaux recommend voting on minutes from the meetings on 10/11/2012 and 11/14/2012.  Minutes were approved by unanimous consent.

Chair Badeaux recommended the edit to the bylaws’ language used in the amendment , removing “approved by the Senate”.

Recommendation was moved by Cordelia Heaney and seconded by Claudeidra Minor.   

Motion for amendment of bylaws passed by unanimous consent. 

Motion for removal of “approved by the Senate” from the amendment to the bylaws was passed by unanimous consent.

Chair Badeaux moved the first recommendation from the Caucus that “We Respectfully  request the number of women that are appointed to board and commissions”.
Motion was postponed until language could be reviewed and agreed upon.

Chair Badeaux called for the review and approval of the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor to work with legislators to strengthen Louisiana’s breast feeding legislation, in order to add enforcement provisions (possibly including but not limited to citation and fines) for business and public buildings that do not comply with state breast feeding statutes and/or do not provide lactation stations.”
The unanimous consent of the commission to postpone the approval of the first recommendation, pending Tasha Bergeron getting more information on the issue from DHH.
Chair Badeaux called for the review and approval of recommendation, “The Commission respectfully requests the Governor to authorize the Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health and Department of Education to create a centralized, standardized reporting system for school district to annually submit their reproductive health education curriculum.”
The commission agreed to postpone approval of recommendation C pending additional research by Tasha Bergeron of DHH and Nancy Beben of DOE. 
Chair Badeaux recognized Claudeidra Minor with a motion to edit the language on recommendation C to include the term”The Commission respectfully requests the Governor to consider” 

Commission agreed to revisit the language once the additional research has been presented.

Chair Badeaux opened discussion on recommendation, “The Commission respectfully requests the Governor to authorize the Department of health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health to assess the absence of quality information regarding the sexual risk behaviors of teens and the impediments to successfully address this major public health issue. The relevant question for the protection of human subjects in research is whether the greater risk for teens is in completing the survey regarding their sexual behaviors, or in not making available the policies and programs that will educate and inform teen about high risk behaviors.”
Commission agreed to remove the recommendation from the report. 
Rep. Karen St. Germain request to revisit the recommendation presented by the Louisiana Women’s Legislative Caucus, requesting more women be appointed to boards and commissions. 
Michelle Masse motioned to adopt conceptually and work on the language to get into a format the commission can agree upon. The motion was seconded by Tasha Bergeron.
Rep. Karen St. Germain sub motioned to adopt the language as is to preference the recommendation with the statistical supporting documentation from the Commission of Boards. Sub-motion was seconded by Pamela Egan.
Chair Badeaux called the amendment to vote, commission approved the amendment with 7 for (Rep. St. Germain, Michelle Massé, Laura Badeaux, Pam Jenkins, Nany Beben, Tasha Bergeron, Claudeidra Minor) to 4 opposed (Kim Dodd-Manning, Tiffany Simpson, Cordelia Heaney, Melissa Horton). 
Chair Badeaux called vote on amendment as passed, commission passed 8 to 3. 
Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor to authorize the Department of Education to encourage school district to explore public-private partnerships to establish or expand the number of school-based health centers in their districts.”
No objections were brought forth on the recommendation. 

Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor to encourage members of the Civil, Criminal, and Juvenile Justice Systems, thorough their mandatory professional continuing education programs, to pursue Domestic Violence Training. 

No objections were brought forth the recommendation passed by unanimous consent.
Quorum ended at 1:46pm with the departure of Tiffany Simpson. 

Meeting would proceed as a working meeting.

Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor to encourage state agencies that offer job training to citizens to examine policy changes and marketing efforts that can be made by their agencies to encourage more women to complete job training programs that will prepare them for careers in the job categories of “computer, engineering, and science occupations,” “natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations, “ and “production, transportation, and material moving occupations.”
There was no objection to the language of the recommendation in discussion.
Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor to research the implementation of policies and programs that would help female students in elementary and high school achieve higher standardized test scores in math and science, and that would encourage young women to pursued advanced degrees in the STEM fields.”
The commission agreed to alter the language to include the Department of Education. “The Commission respectfully requests the Governor authorize the Department of Education to research…”

Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor research the implementation of policies incorporate mandatory training on domestic violence into medical professionals’ certification programs, through the formation of a collaborative taskforce including representation from the Department of Health and Hospitals, the Louisiana Medical Association, the Louisiana Foundation Against Sexual Assault, and the Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence.”
There was no objection to the language of the recommendation in discussion.

Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully request the Governor to support the development of a Domestic Abuse Intervention Program (DAIP) Association embedded within the Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence – the federally- designated state domestic violence coalition tasked with working in collaboration with service providers and other professionals to encourage the development of appropriate and comprehensive responses to domestic violence. The DAIP Association would consist of domestic abuse intervention programming and other stakeholders. It would address the need for consistency in program quality throughout Louisiana; specifically, the DAIP Association should revise minimum standards for DAIP programs, develop an approved referral process for use by the courts or other referral sources, create standardized forms, and conduct research on the use and effectiveness of DAIPs.”
Chair Badeaux recognized Cordeila Heaney & Beth Meeks for further explanation of the recommendation up for discussion. 

The commission suggested restructuring of the recommendation grammatically.  
“The Commission respectfully requests the Governor to support the development of a Domestic Abuse Intervention Program (DAIP) Association embedded within the Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence (LCADV). The federally designated state domestic violence coalition tasked with working in collaboration with service providers and other professionals to encourage the development of appropriate and comprehensive responses to domestic violence.”
Cordelia Heaney suggested removal of, “It would address the need for consistency in program quality throughout Louisiana; specifically, the DAIP Association should revise minimum standards for DAIP programs, develop an approved referral process for use by the courts or other referral sources, create standardized forms, and conduct research on the use and effectiveness of DAIPs.”

The commission suggestion is to take the narrative that is best and matching it up with the recommendation. The language will be reviewed again at the next meeting.
Chair Badeaux called to discussion the recommendation, “The Commission respectfully once again request the Governor to research the development of a Centralized Database for Domestic Violence Related Fatalities that will link data from all statewide reporting agencies. In addition, the Commission asks that the Governor establish a State Domestic Violence Fatality Review Panel that could be modeled upon the existing Louisiana Child Death Review Model.”
Chair Badeaux recognized Beth Meeks for further explanation on the recommendation in discussion. 
Per Beth Meeks’ suggestion the commission agreed to remove the recommendation from the report per impending cost to state to fund the upstart and maintenance of the database. 

Cordelia Heaney opened discussion on the body of the report; asking the commission for any feedback on the report. 
Chair Badeaux called to discussion making the last sentence in the Thirty-Nine Week Initiative (“Increasing the compensation rate for non-induced vaginal birth deliveries, may incentivize providers and in turn lower the rate of elective early births, the number of unnecessary C-sections, and rate of premature birth.”) under the Birth Outcomes Initiative section a recommendation. 
The commission agreed to consider moving the Louisiana Birth Outcomes section to the updates section of the report.  Chair Badeaux suggested seeking additional information from Tasha Bergeron on the Birth Outcomes Initiative before drafting a recommendation. 
Cordelia Heaney called the appendices into review. The Commission agreed upon the appendices, and wanted to possibly add one for the women on boards & commissions recommendation. 

IV. New Business 
Chair Badeaux called to discussion the start of the regional commissions. 
Rep. Karen St. Germain suggested contacting Lois Holden to help construct the Baton Rouge Regional Commission. 
Chair Badeaux ask for suggestions on organizing the New Orleans Commission. 

Rep. Karen St. Germain suggested City Counsel president, Jackie Clarkson, Chair Stacy Head and Kristin Gisleson Palmer and Former Senator Ann Duplessis
V. Conclusion
The commission agreed to meet on January 14,, 2013 at 1:00pm, in the Iberville Building; conference room location to be included in meeting notice. 

Meeting concluded at 3:32 pm

