Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Monday, December 9, 2013

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Meeting location: Iowa Room 1-153, ground floor, Claiborne Bldg., 1201 N. Third Street. Baton Rouge, 70802
I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Laura Badeaux called the meeting to order at 1:17 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Nancy Beben
Alexis Ducorbier

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Racheal Hebert
Melissa Horton
Sue McNabb

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Stafford Palmieri
Christie Smith
Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain
Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Members Absent

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow
Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Pamela Egan

Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie
Stephanie LeGrange

Michelle A. Massé 
Kathleen Mix
Lauren Wingo
Introduction of Commission members and guests were made. 

III. 
Approval of the Minutes
A quorum was not established so approval of the November 19, 2013 Commission meeting minutes were tabled.
IV. Unfinished Business: the 2013 Commission Report to the Governor: Third Draft Review
a. Employment & Economic Stability; Incarcerated Women special Trends section: Claudeidra Minor

· A review of these sections was provided by Claudeidra Minor and Cordelia Heaney. The Employment section includes information on the need for more women in the craft workforce, new 2012 Census Bureau data on the wage gap and employment statistics, information on childcare costs and new state initiatives to address childcare and kindergarten readiness. 
· Elizabeth Sumrall described previously-existing job training programs for women in trade jobs, which used to be provided under the Office on Women’s Policy.
· The group discussed the issue of high childcare costs and a need to publicize childcare tax credits and other helpful resources for parents.
· Rep. Smith recommended that since two plants that had planned on expanding construction in the state have since decided not to do so, that the information on plant expansion in the craft jobs section may need to be updated; Claudeidra Minor will research possible new data.

· The group reviewed the incarcerated women section and recommendations, and discussed the crossover between the education recommendations and how they apply to those for employment, since many of the education recommendations relate to increasing the number of women in the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields.

Quorum was established; the employment recommendation and the two incarceration recommendations were approved.  

b. Women’s Health: Cordelia Heaney
· Cordelia Heaney provided the Commission with an overview on the additions to the women’s health section’s information for Draft 3, including the additional information on a recent grant and tobacco cessation successes, STI/HIV rates, and projections for the state on the demand for physicians that was added. DHH is still researching information on public-private partnerships and efforts by large private insurers, like Blue Cross Blue Shield, working to combat obesity.

· No changes to the two women’s health focused recommendations were made.
c. Gender-Based Violence: Alexis Ducorbier

· Additional research was conducted by Cordelia Heaney, Alexis Ducorbier and Racheal Hebert in order to clarify the language of recommendations for this section for Draft 3, and the Louisiana Protective Order Registry was consulted. The language was clarified to the recommendation regarding the re-establishment of a sexual assault task force, to make it clear that part of the task force’s charge would be to craft recommendations that would make the existing legislation around forensic exams more effective. Likewise, for the recommendation addressing the need for better laws to help victims attain civil protections for stalking, the language was adjusted to task the Legislature with asking the Louisiana Law Institute to work on protocols needed to develop a law aimed at allowing stalking victims to obtain a civil order of protection similar to those established through the Domestic Abuse Assistance Act. 
The group no longer had quorum at this time and so the meeting continued as a discussion only. 
d. Women, Education & STEM- Nancy Beben

· A review of this section and the updates made to these recommendations was tabled. 

The report will have to be finalized at the next Commission meeting as well as November meeting minutes. 
V. New Business

a.
Laura Badeaux proposed the possibility of the Commission engaging in programming activities. 

· Rep. Smith suggested a good programming topic could be women’s health, and the event could be a partnership and include other community organizations

· Cordelia Heaney suggested selecting sections of the report and having Commission members present on report findings with applicable partners. For example, she recently presented on women & STEM information the Commission has been working on to the Baton Rouge chapter of the Society of Women Engineers.

· Racheal Hebert suggested hosting a breakfast for legislators to share the 2013 Commission report with them before the next legislative session begins.
VI. Announcements
a. The group agreed to schedule another meeting to finalize the 2013 report. Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 7, 2014, 1-3 pm. Location: Iberville Building, room 1-129, 627 North 4th St., Baton Rouge, 70802. 
VII. Community Comments

· Community members in attendance had no additional comments
Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm
