Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Tuesday, November 19, 2013

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Meeting location: North Dakota Room 1-155, ground floor, Claiborne Bldg., 1201 N. Third Street. Baton Rouge, 70802
I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Cordelia Heaney called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Nancy Beben
Alexis Ducorbier

Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Racheal Hebert
Melissa Horton
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie
Stephanie LeGrange

Sue McNabb

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Kathleen Mix
Stafford Palmieri
Christie Smith
Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain
Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Lauren Wingo
Members Absent

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow
Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Michelle A. Massé 

Introduction of Commission members and guests were made; new Commission members Stafford Palmieri, Racheal Hebert, and Sue McNabb were welcomed. 

III. 
Approval of the Minutes
A quorum was established and minutes from the October 15, 2013 Commission meeting were approved.
IV. Unfinished Business: the 2013 Commission Report to the Governor: Second Draft Review
a. Women’s Health: Lauren Wingo

· Lauren Wingo provided the Commission with an overview on the women’s health section’s information on access and prevention, and the appendix on Access to Safety-Net Services in the state. Additional information on a recent grant and tobacco cessation successes was added to Draft 2 of the report. 
· Stafford Palmieri suggested that information on public-private partnerships and efforts by large private insurers, like Blue Cross Blue Shield, working to combat obesity could be added to the report.

· Pam Egan shared information on the report recommendation regarding nurse practitioners. Cordelia Heaney will add state-specific projections on primary care physician shortages to Drat 3 of the report if they are available from the Louisiana Workforce Commission.  
· The group agreed to delete the recommendation addressing plastics in food containers, and will address it again next year. 
· For the work group recommendation on supporting Bayou Health and placing greater emphasis on improving health outcomes, the language will be tweaked in Draft 3 to make the directive specific to Dept. of Health and Hospitals, and chronic diseases will be emphasized.
· The group approved the recommendation regarding the elimination of formal collaborative agreements for nurse practitioners.

· The Trends section recommendation regarding incarcerated women and mental health was approved.

b. Gender-Based Violence: Alexis Ducorbier

· The group agreed that additional research should be conducted in order to clarify the language of 2 recommendations: one addressing stalking and protective orders and another for prevention work in schools and training in higher education. Cordelia Heaney, Alexis Ducorbier and Racheal Hebert will work on this prior to the next meeting.
· A recommendation for creating a sexual assault task force will be revised prior to the next meeting to reflect previous legislation on sexual assault task forces and the possible need for enforcement rather than the creation of new legislation to provide forensic exams at all emergency rooms.  

· A recommendation regarding protective orders and firearms will be shortened to focus on the language and format of protective orders, in order to highlight the firearms prohibition.
c. Women, Education & STEM- Nancy Beben

· Nancy Beben provided the Commission with an overview of this section of the report draft, and its recommendations.
· The term Local Education Agencies will replace “school districts” in the education-focused requirements. 
· For the recommendation that requests an increase in the amount of funds available for Quality Science and Math grants, the language will be edited to request that the Quality Science & Math council raise the maximum amount of funds for individual grants and that the legislature appropriate additional funds to the QSM council so the same number (or greater) of grants can be offered.    

· The 4 other recommendations’ language was confirmed as stated in Draft 2. The Legislative Women’s Caucus plans to propose a resolution to the Legislature to address recommendations 1, 3 & 4 for this section. 
d. Employment & Economic Stability; Incarcerated Women special Trends section
· Discussion of these sections was tabled and will be reviewed at the next Commission meeting in December.
V. Announcements
a. Kristie Thomas spoke to the group about her work in forming a new regional women’s commission in St. Tammany.
b. The group agreed to schedule an additional 2013 meeting in December. Next Meeting: Monday, Dec. 9, 1-3 pm. Location: Iowa Room 1-153 in the Claiborne Bldg., 1201 N. Third Street, Baton Rouge, 70802. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm
