Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-125, Baton Rouge. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
The meeting began at 1:10 pm, quorum was established at 1:30 pm; Commission Chair Laura Badeaux called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.
II. Roll Call & Introductions
	Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Nancy Beben

Pamela Egan
Cordelia Heaney, Secretary

Melissa Horton

Racheal Hebert

Stephanie LeGrange

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian

Sue McNabb

Christie Smith 

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith
Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Heather Taylor- DHH
Sarah Turner 


	Members Absent

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Alexis Ducorbier
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Michelle A. Massé 

Kathleen Mix

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain




III. 
Approval of the Minutes
· The group approved the September 4 minutes, and agreed to post the October 21 minutes draft on the commission’s web site as notes, since the October meeting hadn’t had a quorum.
IV.
Review of Recent Commission Activities 
1. LABI Women in STEM event- Stephanie LeGrange attended on behalf of the Commission
2. La. Correctional Institute for Women October ’14 tour- they have instituted a great new welding program in response to our request in the 2013 Commission report for more gender-neutral, high-wage/high-demand job training for female inmates.
V. Work Group Reports – Review 2014 Report to the Governor first draft
1. Education – Nancy Beben
· Group reviewed first draft, which includes information on sexual health education and the findings of the 2013 sex ed task force, the Jump Start and WISE fund programs, and student loan debt for women. 
· The group also reviewed the leadership text Martha Bryant provided, which will be included separately in the Trends section of the report. 
· For draft 2 of the leadership section, more Louisiana-specific information will be added, and for the education section, proposed recommendations on Jump Start and Wise will be made into 2 separate recommendations, and the work group will add financial literacy for incoming college students to another recommendation addressing student loan debt. 
· Cordelia Heaney is also getting updated statistics on women’s graduation rates from the Louisiana Women’s Legislative Caucus, and Sarah Turner is investigating the Choosing the Best curriculum for more information.

2. Employment & Economic Concerns – Cordelia Heaney
· Group reviewed first draft, which includes information on the gender wage gap and the findings of the 2013 fair pay task force report, and the need to encourage more female entrepreneurship in Louisiana. 
· The work group will craft recommendations for draft 2 to include increasing state funding to expand eligibility for Child Care Assistance Program funds, expanding family medical leave policies, exploring a recommendation to address gender wage discrimination and retaliation, and working with Community Development Financial Institutions to expand women’s entrepreneurship.  

3. Programming & Outreach

· The group discussed appropriate ways to increase outreach efforts on behalf of the Commission, and the need for Commission members who are not state employees the take ownership of outreach efforts. 
· The group is interested in working with other state commissions to identify a public policy goal that multiple groups would recommend.

· Racheal Hebert and Christie Smith agreed to join the work group and to help them create a strategic plan for the Commission’s programming and outreach work.

4. Women’s Health – Pam Egan

· The first draft included information on teen pregnancy rates and state programs that address teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted infection rates and a recommendation for more education for parents on HPV vaccines, dental deserts, and obesity rates. 

· The second draft will include more information on chronic disease, and DHH’s Well Ahead and Smoking Cessation programs.

· Alexis Ducorbier had provided the group with suicide information, and the group agreed that they’d like to expand on it and have a women’s mental health section in the report; Racheal will work on fine-tuning a recommendation to help provide more counseling services at LCIW for female inmates. 

· The group will work on recommendations to help support more physicians in under-served communities including dental hygienists, and offering prevention services through mobile prevention units.

5. Gender-Based Violence – section tabled for December Commission meeting

V. Public Comment
There was no public comment.

V. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 3 pm
The Commission’s next meeting will be Dec. 16, 1-3 pm, same location.
