Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission 
Nov. 14, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Time: 1-3 pm 

Meeting Location: Iberville Building, 627 North 4th Street, Room 3-314, Baton Rouge, LA 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Cordelia Heaney called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm as Interim Chair until Laura arrived. Introductions of all present were made. 

II. ROLL CALL 
MEMBER’S PRESENT                                        MEMBER’S ABSENT

      Melissa Horton                                                   Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

      Tiffany Simpson                                                 Anne T. Causey

      Claudeidra Minor                                                Rep. Simone B. Champagne

      Conshonda Houston-Dotie                                   Pam Jenkins    

      Pamela B. Egan, Recorder                                   Kim Dodd Manning  

      Cordelia Heaney, Executive Director                  Sarah Mulhearn

      Tasha Bergeron                                                    Hon. Frances J. Pitman

      Laura Badeaux, Acting Chair                               Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

      Michelle A. Masse                                                Tania C. Tetlow

      Stephanie LeGrange 

      Sen. Sharon Weston Broome 

OTHERS PRESENT 
Lauren Jackson 

Melanie London 

III. BUSINESS CONSIDERED 
Ten commission members were present at one time (Ms. Horton had to leave early and Sen. Weston Broome attended later) and ten members were absent, which meant that the meeting lacked a simple majority and did not have quorum, so the meeting proceeded solely as a working meeting. 

Motion was made and second to start with new business. 

IV. New Business 
Discussion regarding the work sheet for the annual report to the Governor was reviewed. Ms. Heaney has communicated with several members separately regarding components of report from last year. The “Draft Report” is due in January 2013. Three areas of focus with Topics covered: 

I. Women’s Health- Infant Mortality, Low-birth weight babies, Reproductive Health piece- Teen pregnancy, STD rates, HIV; 

II. Violence Against Women: Domestic Violence Fatality Review, Homicides of women killed by men. 

III. Earnings and Employment: Median annual earnings; median earnings by Parish; gender wage gap; annual earnings by occupation. 

From these, which do we want to address in this year’s report again?

Rather than re-invent the wheel each year, review what has been addressed. STD and HIV rates info will be attained from IWES again, and updates on DV from Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence again. 

New topics we want to include in this year’s report? New recommendations included: Chronic disease, Diabetes, Heart Disease which results from Obesity epidemic in Louisiana. Discussion ensued regarding the Surveillance System. Not much children’s data. 

●Ms. Bergeron mentioned that DHH is currently working on initiatives of obesity and heart disease and she will provide an update where that initiative is now. 

Ms. Badeaux arrived and chaired the meeting
● Birth Outcomes update for report

○ Ms. Badeaux said that Dr. Rebecca Gee will give information on birth outcomes; she also advised that she would give Pam Egan contact information for Michelle Alleto. 

○ March of Dimes was named as a possible website for information on birth outcomes. 

○ Ms. Egan will contact the Director of March of Dimes, and Tasha Bergeron, Tiffany Simpson and Pamela Egan will work on Birth Outcome’s Draft. 

●Economic Stability & Education
○ look into the national census data to pull information from state 

agency reports 

○ Claudeidra Minor discussed the star rating system done by Louisiana Workforce Commission and shared information on how jobs are ranked by stars. 

○ Ms. Heaney is currently working on matching star jobs with percentage occupied by women listed in federal American Community Survey 
○ Sen. Weston Broome talked about the STEM initiative and its access of broadband telecommunication for women and family empowerment 

○ Laura Badeaux will speak with Trin Johnson about STEM 

○ Stephanie LeGrange will work on small business entrepreneurship 

○ Michelle Masse will be looking into higher education statistics on women students at the undergraduate and graduate level pursuing degrees in STEM fields
○ Conshonda Houston-Dotie and Sarah Mulhearn will explore bullying

●Diseases affected by women 

○ chronic diseases and its connections with breast cancer and obesity were discussed
○ Ms. Heaney would like to include Breast Cancer in the report this year. LA has one of the lowest levels of women being diagnosed with breast cancer, but the highest fatalities. Women are finding out too late that they are Stage IV. She met with head of LA Cervical Cancer in New Orleans. One issue is that our LA Medicaid doesn’t pay for genetic testing to see if breast cancer runs in the family. Some other states do cover these tests. Access to Mammograms is problematic. Some hospitals take vans out into the community. Possible private/public partnerships to fund this service were discussed. The savings of preventative healthcare vs. disease based. On a topic like this, the Regional groups can develop partnerships, and are not limited financially. The link between obesity and breast cancer and heart disease was discussed. LA Center for Health Equity has a lot of information in terms of potential partners. 

○ breast feeding policy reform may be a recommendation in the report to address infant health as well as obesity preventions 

○ Sen. Weston Broome mentioned that the regional group of LA Center for Health Equity develops opportunity for partnerships 

○ Ms. Bergeron, Sen. Weston Broome, Ms. Heaney and Ms. Egan will work together to help put together a list of resources/potential partners 

●Violence against women including stalking, human trafficking, elder abuse, domestic violence, bullying and sexual assault 

○ Ms. Heaney is working on the DV, stalking, and human trafficking pieces 

○ Some discussion on changing certification for doctors’ for DV as a policy recommendation
○ Ms. Masse will check on American Medical Association, will work on sexual assault and elder abuse components 

○ Ms. Badeaux will contact Pat Smith about future legislation on bullying 

○Ms. Masse, Ms. Heaney, Melissa Horton, and possibly Tonya Tetlow will work on this section of the report 

V. Conclusion 
Next meeting will be held December 10, 2012 from 12:00 noon until 4:00 pm in the DCFS Iberville building. 
New Members: Beth Meeks from LCADV submitted an application to serve on LA Women’s Policy & Research Commission. We currently have five, soon to be six vacancies on the Commission, and members are encouraged to invite other women to apply.

Recommendations included:

Andrea Chen from Propeller social entrepreneurship group in New Orleans  

Kathleen Mix, Vice Chancellor of Workforce Development and Education,

Delgado Community College in New Orleans

Meeting adjourned.
