Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Tuesday, October 15, 2013

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, Room 1-129, Baton Rouge, LA

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Vice Chair Martha Bryant called the meeting to order at 1:06 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Nancy Beben
Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair
Alexis Ducorbier

Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Melissa Horton

Stephanie LeGrange

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Christie Smith
Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain
Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Lauren Wingo
Members Absent

Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow
Anne T. Causey

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie
Michelle A. Massé 

Sue McNabb

Kathleen Mix

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Introduction of Commission members and guests were made. 

III. 
Approval of the Minutes
A quorum was established and minutes from the August 20, 2013 Commission meeting were approved.
IV. New business: the 2013 Commission Report to the Governor: First Draft Review
a. Women, Education & STEM- Nancy Beben

i. Nancy Beben provided the Commission with an overview of this section of the report draft, and its recommendations. Among recent education-focused activities occurring around the state, major changes to high school diplomas are being explored, and school districts will be rewarded for the number of their students receiving credentials in high-wage, high demand jobs. With that said, one question is how Louisiana gets teenage girls excited about “hard hat” jobs. The report draft does include an appendix with a survey of exemplary programs already in existence around the state which focus on exposing girls to STEM.
ii. For the recommendations proposed by the workgroup for this section:

1. For the recommendation that requests an increase in the amount of funds available for Quality Science and Math grants, the year the grant was first established still needs to be determined.
2. For the recommendation on increasing professional development for science teachers, more text will be added to address a recent new grant the Dept. of Education has received.

3. For the recommendation that Rep. Smith is working on with Louisiana Economic Development, which would seek to encourage new and existing LA companies to create deliberate marketing strategies that would increase the number of women  employed in STEM positions, Stephanie LeGrange will work with LED and Rep. Smith to finalize language.
b. Employment & Economic Stability; Incarcerated Women special section: Claudeidra Minor

i. The Workforce Investment Council has additional language suggestions for the text that covers craft work, a new chart to embed in the report, and new text for a craft-work related recommendation for the report that will be incorporated in Draft 2 of the report. Information on LED’s STAR jobs system will also be added.

ii. For the Trends special section on Incarcerated Women, commission members agreed they would like more information on the availability of health care and mental health services at the women’s prison incorporated into the report, and would like to add an additional policy recommendation addressing the availability of adequate mental health services. Natalie Ramsey LaBorde, Policy Advisor in the Office of the Governor, will provide assistance with attaining additional information from the Department of Corrections.
iii. Cordelia Heaney provided an overview of the Fair Pay and Childcare sections of the report draft. Additional information will be added on the status of women workers once the government shutdown ends and further federal data becomes available. New information from DOE is available for the childcare section of the report and Cordelia and Melissa Horton will work with Nancy Beben to incorporate it into Draft 2.

iv. Elizabeth Dent Sumrall suggested that the Commission review the previous Office on Women’s Policy initiatives from years past on encouraging more women to enter the craft workforce, to help accelerate the rate of women entering the field.  

c. Women’s Health: Lauren Wingo

i. Lauren Wingo provided the Commission with an overview on the women’s health section’s information on access and prevention, and the appendix on Access to Safety-Net Services in the state. Additional information on a recent grant and tobacco cessation successes will be added to Draft 2 of the report.

ii. Pam Egan shared an overview of the nurse practitioner and healthy prevention habits-focused components of the section. Including information on genetically-modified foods in this section in future Commission reports was discussed. 

iii. Cordelia Heaney shared an overview of the reproductive health content, which will be shorter in this year’s report because the other health topics in the report were expanded. Additional statistics on LA’s teen pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and STI rates will be incorporated when the government shutdown ends and federal data is made available.  

iv. For the work group recommendation on supporting Bayou Health and placing greater emphasis on improving health outcomes, Lauren recommended splitting these into two recommendations, which will be presented in Draft 2 of the report.

v. For the recommendation on nurse practitioners’ required collaborative agreements, Pam will provide updated language for Draft 2, and has been able to provide an initial list of the states that do not require this agreement.
d. Gender-Based Violence: Alexis Ducorbier

i. Cordelia provided an overview of the domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking information in this section of the draft. Alexis Ducorbier provided an overview of the costs of gender-based violence information.

1. Christie Smith recommended adding information to the report about the Prison Rape Elimination Act and work that occurred this year on human trafficking- she’ll provide that content for the report.

ii. For the recommendation focused on prevention and education, Cordelia will investigate how training is currently being implemented in school health classes, since a law was passed in 2010 that may have addressed this topic.  
iii. For the recommendations on creating a sexual assault task force and a task force to study costs and policy changes necessary to require all LA ERs to offer court-admissible sexual assault forensic exams, those 2 recommendations might get combined in Draft 2.

e. Christie recommended that the Commission keep costs in mind when making policy recommendations. The group liked Christie’s suggestion that for the introduction of the report the focus be “Prevention, Protection & Progression.”
f. At the conclusion of the report draft discussion there was no longer quorum, so the recommendations will need to be voted on at the November Commission meeting.
V. Announcements
a. The Lafayette Women’s Commission is hosting a violence prevention walk this weekend.
b. Next Meeting: Tuesday, Nov. 19, 1-3 pm. NEW Location: North Dakota Room 1-155 in the Claiborne Bldg., 1201 N. Third Street, Baton Rouge, 70802. At this meeting the group will finalize the 2013 Commission Report to the Governor. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm
