Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Friday, January 30, 2015, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-129, Baton Rouge. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Commission Parliamentarian Claudeidra Minor called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm, and quorum was established. 
II. Roll Call & Introductions
	Members Present


Nancy Beben
Alexis Ducorbier
Pamela Egan
Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Racheal Hebert

Melissa Horton
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie
Michelle A. Massé 

Sue McNabb

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian

Christie Smith 

Elizabeth Dent Sumrall
Heather Rademacher Taylor
Sarah Turner 
	Members Absent

Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Tonya Bolden-Ball

Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Stephanie LeGrange
Kathleen Mix

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith
Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain




III. 
Approval of the Minutes
· The group approved the December 16, 2014 Commission minutes without edits.
IV.
Review 2014 Report to the Governor Final Draft

a. Review new information added to each major report section from the previous draft
· Women’s Health - Dental Health: added information on health professional shortage areas, mobile prevention units, and dental hygienists.

· Women’s Health – Obesity & Chronic Disease: added information on obesity’s links to serious chronic diseases.
· Gender-Based Violence - Sexual Assault: added additional information on the Governor’s two 2014 executive orders related to sexual assault.

· Education – Student Loans: shortened this section and added more state-specific information. 

· Education – Sexual Health Education: added information on the Choosing the Best curriculum and the LYFE program.

· Women’s Economic & Employment Issues – the Gender Wage Gap: added a second chart to provide data on earnings by gender and race for Congressional districts.

b. Recommendations (by number)
i. Women’s Health section
1. Updated this recommendation to ask that the proposed study group examine the feasibility of dental hygienist law reform, and the creation of mobile prevention units.

ii. Gender-Based Violence section
1. Updated the recommendation to ask the state legislature to “develop solutions to ensure that sexual assault victims are never billed for sexual assault forensic medical exams, whether or not the victim reports to law enforcement.”
3.   Dual arrests recommendation - changed language to ask the Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence to collect data on the issue from its membership organizations and provide it to the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement, so that they can determine if it is necessary to set benchmarks or institute new policies to decrease the rate of domestic violence-related dual arrests.

6.   This recommendation was changed to request that a relevant state agency be responsible for spearheading a revived sexual assault task force.

iii.  Women’s Education Issues section
2. Removed the requirement that WISE program recruitment activities focused on women should be required as a condition of continued funding.

3. Changed the financial literacy recommendation to make it the responsibility of the LA. Office of Student Financial Assistance.

iv.  Women’s Economic & Employment Issues section
2. Updated the Child Care Assistance Program recommendation from the previous report draft to request that BESE develop an early learning funding model that reforms the Child Care Assistance Program’s funding formula within current dollars to ensure that the allocation of families is adequate, fair, and covers the cost of child care.

v. Trends: Women & Leadership

1.  Group agreed to alter the recommendation to ask the Committee on Senate and Government Affairs to institute a system, available online, for women to review and apply to openings in different state boards and commissions.
· The revised recommendations received a unanimous approval vote.
· Formatting and other minor changes to the report were discussed.
VI. 2015 Programming & Outreach
· Cordelia Heaney shared information on the Office on Women’s Policy’s budget- that state travel budgets are frozen but that she can explore cost-neutral outreach activities. 
· Racheal Hebert offered to create a PowerPoint presentation on the Commission’s 2015 report so that Commission members could do more outreach in a consistent manner; outreach should be a key focus of the next meeting’s agenda.
VII. Public Comment & Announcements
There was no public comment.

V. Adjourn
Group agreed that they would schedule their next meeting for a date in March. Meeting adjourned at 3 pm.
