Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission Minutes
Thursday, September 4, 2014, 1-3 pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. Fourth St., room 1-127, Baton Rouge. 

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Vice Chair Martha Bryant called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Martha Bryant, Vice Chair

Nancy Beben
Alexis Ducorbier

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Racheal Hebert

Melissa Horton

Stephanie LeGrange

Michelle A. Massé 

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Christie Smith

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

Elizabeth Dent Sumrall

Sarah Turner 
Members Absent

Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Tonya Bolden-Ball

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Rep. Simone B. Champagne
Pamela Egan

Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Sue McNabb

Kathleen Mix

Lauren Wingo

III. 
Approval of the Minutes
· The July 7, 2014 minutes were approved without amendment.
IV.
Unfinished Business
1. Review of La. Regional Women’s Commissions’ Annual Survey Responses

· Cordelia Heaney shared a review of the surveys the Commission received from 3 of the 4 regional women’s commissions around the state (Bossier City, Shreveport & Lafayette). The groups reported wide differences in budgets, from $0 to $10,000 annually. 

· For the groups’ responses to the question “what issues especially affect women in your community?” one commission each selected breast cancer, women & aging, childcare access, sexual assault, and bullying; 2 selected employment for women, obesity & heart disease, entrepreneurship, domestic violence, and pay equity.

· For the groups’ responses to the question “what topics or women’s issues would your commission like to see the state Commission address?” one commission each selected sexual assault, stalking, bullying, “women’s general health (write-in),” obesity & heart disease, and women in aging; two selected breast cancer and domestic violence; three selected entrepreneurship, pay equity, and women’s employment opportunities. So, women’s employment and economic concerns are the most pressing subject area the regional commissions would like the state commission to focus on.

· The Shreveport commission is interested in holding a spring conference on women’s leadership and how to encourage the founding of more regional women’s commissions, and they are interested in partnering. Cordelia Heaney asked Commission members if they are interested in partnering, and they agreed to pose the question to the Programming & Outreach work group members that weren’t at the meeting. 

2. Updates on 2014 Report Work Groups – workgroup chairs

· Employment Work Group- Claudeidra Minor, Chair: The group is focusing on ways to encourage female entrepreneurship to help close the wage gap, methods for partnering with business organizations to discuss repackaging of soft skills and ways to encourage the creation of more business organizations for women, following up on our training recommendation from last year’s report, and a possible study to determine the number of women in high ranking or key positions in the private sector in the state (perhaps invite one of them to speak to the commission on how they got where they are). Also interested in possibly having a young female high school entrepreneur come speak, and possibly having a conference call with the San Antonio Chamber to see what they’re doing to rank #1 in the number of female entrepreneurs. Also discussed the new welding classes now being offered at the Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women, and plans for a 2014 fall visit to the facility. 

· Gender-Based Violence Work Group- Christie Smith, Co-Chair: the group is having a stakeholder meeting on Sept. 18 and Racheal Hebert is presenting to the Children’s Cabinet on behalf of the Commission Sept. 9. The group is focused on sexual assault on college campuses and the new domestic violence, human trafficking, and stalking legislation that passed this most recent legislative session and what policy next steps are needed. 
· Women in Education-Nancy Beben, Chair: the group has a meeting with Jenna Conway, Director of Early Childhood Programs, on Sept. 9 to discuss the new early childhood initiatives. Women in STEM will be addressed at the October Commission meeting with a presentation on JumpStart, if the speaker is available. 
· Women’s Health Work Group- Cordelia Heaney, member: the group is focusing on dental desserts and ways to recruit/retain more dentists and physicians to work in LA, policies to increase the rate of eligible young people getting the HPV vaccine, suicide prevention,  DHH’s WellAhead Initiative, and a chronic disease update.
V. Presentations:

1. Student Loan Debt and Women – Dr. Richard Fosse, Professor of Education, University of Louisiana at Lafayette

· Only 25% of student loan debtors are under 30.

· The student loan default rate has increased to 10%, doubling in the last five years. Your social security checks can be garnished if you default.
· Need to loosen up bankruptcy laws and redefine “undue hardship,” regulate private for-profit colleges more closely.

· This is of special concern to women because more women than men attend college now, and because poor minority women and single moms are sometimes more susceptible to high-pressure tactics from for-profit colleges, when community colleges are much cheaper. 

2. Women in Entrepreneurship: U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy – Caitlin Cain, Region VI Advocate for AR, LA, NM, TX, OK

· Only 8% of small businesses are owned by women in LA. Women face more difficulties accessing capital to start small businesses, tend to borrow more and pay higher interest rates on business loans, and tend to have to provide more collateral. Women don’t tend to have access to the venture capital networks men do- how do we create more networks for women to access alternative financing?

· Policies should look at small-business set-asides for state projects and how to include a women-owned business set-aside in them. This also helps keep business local, and there are opportunities for big projects like water management in the state right now.

· Oklahoma has begun a project working on teaching female prison inmates entrepreneurship.   

VI. Public Comment

· New Orleans Women in Technology’s “Bring Your Daughter to Hack Day” is scheduled for October 25.

· The Louisiana Women Leaders Business Conference and Hall of Fame Awards, hosted by Louisiana Center for Women in Government and Business, is being held Sept. 19 & 20 in New Orleans.
VII. Scheduling Next Meeting
The next Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 21, 1-3 pm, Iberville Building, room 1-125, 627 North Fourth St., Baton Rouge
V. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm

