Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission

Tuesday, April 9, 2013

12:00pm – 1:30pm

Meeting location: Capital Building, Wimberly Room, Baton Rouge, LA

I. Meeting Called To Order 
Chair Laura Badeaux called the meeting to order at 12:10 pm, and thanked the Louisiana Legislative Women’s Caucus for hosting the Commission in their meeting space.
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Nancy Beben
Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney

Melissa Horton

Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Michelle A. Massé 

Claudeidra Minor

Kathleen Mix

Tiffany Simpson

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith
Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

Members Absent

Martha Bryant

Anne T. Causey

Rep. Simone B. Champagne

Stephanie LeGrange

Lauren Wingo
Updates on new commission members were provided. Kathleen Mix and Martha Bryant are newly appointed Commission members. 

III. Approval of the Minutes
A quorum was established. Minutes from the February 6, 2013 Commission meeting were voted on and approved. Minutes from the March 11, 2013 commission meeting could not be approved because the commission did not have quorum at the March meeting. 
IV. Bullying Research and Comparative Policy by LSU's Women & Gender Studies Graduate Student Organization 
LSU Women’s & Gender Graduate Student Organization members Emily Beasley, Penelope Dane, and Monica Miller provided the commission with their presentation on bullying, titled “Bullying in Louisiana: the Effects on Girls.” Key points of the presentation included:
· What Makes Bullying Different from Conflict: power differential, intent of the bully to do harm, repetition, and that bullying is often based on personal characteristics such as how a youth looks, dresses, speaks or acts.

· Impacts of Bullying on Youth:

· Consequences carry over into adulthood:  

· Youth who bully have poor school performance, are more likely to bring weapons to school, and are more likely to drop out

· Consequences for bully victims often continue through adulthood, leading to low self-esteem, depression, vandalism, drug abuse, criminal behavior, gang membership, and suicidal ideation.

· Unique Problems Bullied Girls Face: girls are more likely victims of verbal aggression and cyber bullying, which are types of bullying that school administrators and law officials are still learning how to include in bullying policies in an enforceable way.

· Teen Suicides in Louisiana: 

· From 2005-07, suicide was the 3rd leading cause of death among individuals aged 10-24 in Louisiana.  
· The stories of Tessa Middlebrook, Danielle Cox, and Hannah Pauley, all Louisiana teens that committed suicide as a result of bullying.

· Comparing Louisiana’s Policies to Other States’: Louisiana meets all but 2 of the 11 key components in state anti-bullying laws recommended by the U.S. Dept, of Education. We do have cyberbullying laws, but we do not have bullying laws with sexual identity and gender identity language. Development & implementation of school district policies should include a referral component for both victims and perpetrators, and should be developed through a collaborative process with all interested stakeholders including school administrators, staff, students, students’ families, and the community.
· Recommendations: Pass Rep. Smith’s HB 646; support teachers through reporting requirements; encourage law enforcement training through task force support; consider student involvement and input in task force.

V. 2013 Report to the Governor

Cordelia Heaney discussed the goal the commission set at its February meeting to complete the Commission’s Annual Report to the Governor for this year by the end of 2013. The group reviewed the following policy areas and sections of the report, and divided up their areas of interest:
Women’s health:

· Cancer; breast feeding policy; obesity/heart disease; STIs/HIV (and Rep. Smith’s proposed DHH & DOE task force); teen pregnancy; reproductive health (and tie-in with dropout rates and other education issues); infant mortality; drug abuse & incarcerations; mental health (could also go in State Trends section); availability/access of women’s health; comprehensive sex education
· Commission members working on this area: Rep. Patricia H. Smith, Prof. Michelle Massé, Shonda Houston-Dotie
Gender-based violence:

· Domestic Violence; stalking; elder abuse; human trafficking; sexual assault

· Commission members working on this area: Rep. Regina Barrow, Shonda Houston-Dotie

Employment & economic security: 

· Women in apprenticeships and nontraditional occupations; incarcerated women & women ex-offenders (including the effect on children when their parents are incarcerated); women and entrepreneurship; family policy, poverty and women’s labor force participation (single-parent families, childcare costs); equal pay/wage gap; homelessness.

· Commission members working on this area: Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow, Claudeidra Minor, Kathleen Mix, Laura Badeaux, LSU Women & Genders Studies Graduate Students group, Tiffany Simpson
In the discussion, Rep. Smith noted that the job training incarcerated women receive is not in the same fields as incarcerated men, and that men receive training in more lucrative fields which better prepares them for finding gainful employment upon release. Rep. Smith suggested that the Commission visit an area women’s prison; Ms. Heaney will collaborate with Trin Johnson in the Louisiana Legislative Women’s Caucus to set up a time.
Education:

· Bullying; Women in Science, Technology, Engineering & Math

· Commission members working on this area: Rep. Patricia H. Smith, Nancy Beben

State Trends 2013:

· TBD
Other:

· Ageing women (intersection with reproductive health, gender-based violence, and employment issues; could go in State Trends section as well); updates from LA regional women’s commissions; state commission’s other activities; Office on Women’s Policy update; 

· Commission members working on this area: Laura Badeaux, Prof. Michelle Massé
The Commission voted to add an additional meeting date of Monday, June 17, 1-3 pm to the list of 2013 meeting dates to discuss research and recommendations in these areas. Ms. Heaney will be working with all the different groups, and will help set up meetings/conference calls to discuss preliminary research and recommendations prior to the next Commission meeting. 
IV. Announcements

Ms. Heaney shared a document with the commission that she had prepared that listed key bills proposed in the 2013 Legislative Session of interest to women, based on a search of 40 key search terms.

Ms. Badeaux provided an update on the Louisiana Center for Women and Government’s Louisiana Girls Leadership Academy June 9 – 12, 2013
at Nicholls State University and their National Women’s Leadership Summit on Small Business Entrepreneurship. 

An announcement for an upcoming committee meeting to address the revised regional women’s commission handbook was made.
Pamela Egan discussed concerns regarding proposed Senate Bill 192, which would place Nurse Practitioners under the control of the State Board of Medical Examiners rather than the Nursing Board.
Meeting adjourned at 1:40 pm
