Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission
Wednesday, February 6, 2013
1:00pm – 3:00pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, 627 N. 4th Street, Room 1-125, Baton Rouge, LA
I. Meeting Called To Order 
Chair Laura M. Badeaux called the meeting to order. Introduction of all present were made.

II. Roll Call 
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Acting Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Nancy Beben

Tasha Bergeron

Anne T. Causey

Cordelia Heaney

Tasha Bergeron

Tiffany Simpson

Melissa Horton

Conshonda Houston-Dotie

Claudeidra Minor

Rep. Karen St. Germain

Stephaine LeGrange

Members Absent
Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith
Rep. Simone B. Champagne

Kim Dodd Manning 

Pamela B. Egan

Hon. Frances J. Pitman

Michelle Masse

III. Business Considered 
The minutes from the December 2012 Commission meeting were voted on and approved. Claudeidra Minor was elected Parliamentarian, and Cordelia Heaney was elected Recorder.

Chair Laura Badeaux asked members to set Commission meeting dates for the 2013 year.  The Commission agreed to meet on March 11th, April 9th, August 20th, October 15th and November 19th. 

Chair Laura Badeaux clarified the protocol for the order of meeting in the absence of the Chair. The meeting could be opened by Vice Chair but because Chair Badeaux is Vice Chair acting as Chair, Cordelia could open the meeting and ask the assembly whom would like to be Chair or if she could be Chair for that meeting. 
The Commission voted to become a member of the National Association of Commissions for Women. Updates on the activities of currently active and potential regional women’s commissions were provided. 

Cordelia asked the assembly to review the topics list for the 2013 meetings. Chair Badeaux suggested there be a meeting dedicated to the handbook the commission is putting together on establishing regional commissions for women. The handbook would be a how to organize manual.

Representative Regina Barrow suggested a meeting topic on Diseases, especially AIDS and the number of new cases that are women. Chair Badeaux explained that the commission had a speaker from IWES on this topic last year. A representative of the Institute for Women and Ethnic Studies (IWES) offered to come speak again on the topic.
Tiffany asked if two topics could be covered per meeting. Cordelia expressed the time management of each speaker plus a question & answer period would have to be reserved to half an hour. 

Cordelia suggested a meeting on Domestic Violence, Stalking and Sexual Assault. Representative St. Germaine agreed that having the three topic presented at one meeting would be a good idea. It was suggested that the Battered Women’s Shelters be included in that meeting. 
Claudeidra Minor suggested combining Green Jobs and Women in Apprenticeship and Nontraditional Occupations into one presentation. Chair Badeaux suggested that a discussion on the particular demands on women who have had to retire and are finding themselves having to reinventing themselves in nontraditional occupational roles would also be useful. 
Representative St. Germaine suggested that the Sexual Assault focus on cases occurring on college campuses, since university women are assaulted at a higher rate than the general population. An example was given of a case of a college student who was assaulted and how long it took the University to make an arrest.
Chair Badeaux moved the agenda onto the distribution of the 2012 report to the Governor. Cordelia confirmed that the report would be mailed to approximately 140 women’s issue organizations. She requested the commission submit any additional information on organizations that they would like the report to go out to.
A discussion followed on the content of the final draft of the commission’s 2012 report to the Governor. The changes from Draft 5 to Draft 6 were confirmed.

Cordelia opened the floor to Community Comments. Beth Meeks with the Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence was asked to address the assembly. 

Ms. Meeks addressed the commission on the mid year cuts to the  Domestic Violence budget.  Almost one million dollars was cut from the six million dollar budget during the mid year cuts. It was a 17% across the board cut, because it was a mid year cut the 17% had to come out of the whole contract. The results of this cut may be the closure of outreach offices, and possible layoffs or reduction in staff. Louisiana leads the nation in Domestic Violence Homicides. Louisiana has a total of 24 programs, 6 of which are sexual assault programs. In some states the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault programs are combined but the states still have more operating programs. 

Ms. Meeks stressed the severity of any additional budget cuts that could possibly loom in the future.  She asked the commission for assistance in finding contacts to assist with her effort to lobby on behalf of the Domestic Violence programs. Representative St. Germaine suggested that Ms. Meeks ask survivors to send their State Representatives post cards with their stories. Any advocacy efforts are expedited before the session starts. 
Representative Barrow suggested having the annual report ready by December 31 to give to the Legislators so that it can be reviewed before the start of the next session.   
Cordelia announced that she and Trin Johnson are working with Tulane’s Mary Amelia Douglas Women’s Health Education Center to compile a collection of bills against women package. There is a search tool call LEGISCON that individuals and agencies can subscribe to which will allow you to search proposed legislation. 
Representative St. Germaine also suggested a similar concept which can be used through the Louisiana Legislative website where you can search the bills by representative or topic. 

Cordelia announced that she and Michelle Masse are collaborating with the Governor’s Office on Elderly Affairs to apply for the Department of Justice’s VAWA "Enhanced Training and Services to End Violence Against and Abuse of Women Later in Life Program" grant.

IV. Conclusion
Meeting concluded at 3:15 pm

