LOUISIANA TAX FREE SHOPPING COMMISSION

Commission Meeting

Tuesday, September 10, 2014

MINUTES
Meeting Location: Louisiana Department of Revenue

Louisiana Room, 7th Floor

617 North Third Street

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

10:30 A.M.  

Commission Members Present: 
Steve Windham, Office of the Lt. Governor and LTFSC Chairman; Jarrod Coniglio, Deputy Secretary, Louisiana Department of Revenue; and Laura Lapeze, Louisiana Treasurer's Office.

Also Present:
Denise Thevenot, Executive Director, LTFS



Joseph D'Arcangelo, Assistant Director, LTFS

1.
CALL TO ORDER  
Chairman Steve Windham called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. and thanked everyone for attending.  He briefly spoke about the success of the recent Refund Center grand opening at The Outlet Collection at the Riverwalk in New Orleans.  The Center was named in honor of former LTFSC Commissioner Senator Francis "Hank" Lauricella. 


2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Commissioners reviewed the minutes from the June 11, 2014 meeting.  With no questions or discussion, on a motion by Mr. Coniglio and seconded by Ms. Lapeze, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

3. ACTION ITEMS

Ms. Thevenot presented a proposal to open a tax refund office inside of Dillard's Department Store at Acadiana Mall in Lafayette.  She explained that the operation would function the same as the current refund office inside of Macy's at Mall of Louisiana in Baton Rouge.  Dillard's personnel would staff the office and conduct tax refund transactions in exchange for a percentage of the handling fee.  Since most international visitors visit Acadiana Mall, she said the mall location would be more convenient for international visitors to locate instead of the previous location at Capital One Bank in downtown Lafayette.  She stated that Dillard's personnel would be trained and required to follow the same rules and procedures as LTFS staff.  After a brief discussion, Ms. Lapeze made a motion to approve the opening of the Dillard's Refund Center.  Mr. Coniglio seconded the motion and the proposal was approved to open on October 1, 2014. 

4.
OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business.

5.
ADJOURN
There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Coniglio and seconded by Ms. Lapeze to adjourn the meeting at 11:08 a.m. 
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