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OTHERS PRESENT:
Kyle McCann, John Russin, Rodgers Leonard and Lanny Ashlock
Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda. Since there were two new Board members in attendance self introductions were next conducted. 

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

Chairman Schexnayder then led a discussion on how to proceed with the consideration of projects and the consideration of any modifications to any continuing or new projects proposed.  The Board agreed to look at all requests after the financial reports were given.

Kyle McCann then reviewed the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry December collections report and the YTD collections were presented and reviewed by the Board.  The current cash position as of January 22, 2013 and the assessment income projections for the 2012 crop were then presented (see attached).  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate based on a $14.50 per bushel of  $ 1,762,905 and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $471,265 in establishing available funds for the 2013 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2013 projects was $ 80,136.14. The Board also reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting.

Lanny Ashlock with the MidSouth Soybean Board (MSSB) then presented an update on their activities.  He reviewed the current project being conducted and presented a proposal for a new project. The MSSB is asking member states to fund the new program and is still open to try to obtain United Soybean Board (USB) support in the future.  MSSB would be holding their next meeting in conjunction with the USB meeting in New Orleans on February 19th.  After some discussion the following motion was made.
ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by JK Bordelon, seconded and carried, that the Board fully fund the 2013 request of the MSSB of $10,000 for continuing project and $41,843 for the new project if approved by other states (total of 51,843).
Dr. John Russin then reviewed the research projects and potential modifications to address the financial needs submitted by the LSU AgCenter.  He reviewed the current status of budget cuts and the overall financial status of the research stations and core areas of research.

ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, that the Board go into executive session.
The Board then conducted a brief executive session after the LSU AgCenter (contractor) personnel left the room.

ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to end the executive session.

The Board then considered and reviewed each of the research project proposals submitted by the LSU AgCenter and discussed the details of the projects. The Board asked that Dr. Lofton look at different soil types and that Dr. Mascagni increase the sorghum project to include more objectives and locations at Dean Lee.  The Board then set funding levels to each continuing project and considered new projects. The final allocations for the LSU AgCenter were established at $ 1,835,424 in total for 2013 with soybean funding at $ 1,391,898 and wheat and corn at $ 365,074 and sorghum at $ 78,452. The attached 2013 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2013-2014 with the LSU AgCenter. 
The Board then considered the other research and promotional organizations’ funding. The Board at its last meeting had agreed to fund NCGA/AMCOE $85,000 for 2013. Board members briefly spoke on the activities of each organization. 
ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board fund US Grain Council (USGC) $20,000 and the Greater Baton Rouge Clean Cities Coalition Biodiesel Education (BEEP) Project $5,000.
The Board then considered the USB meeting in New Orleans and the request for the host state to help sponsor the event.  The meeting planner for the event had provided some costs estimates.
ACTION NO. 6
A motion was made by Robert Thevis, seconded and carried, that the Board help sponsor the USB event and help fund the host state dinner up to $10,000.  The Board would either contract with the meeting planner or USB.

The Board then briefly discussed the annual request of the FFA Foundation.
ACTION NO. 7
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, that the Board provide $750 to support the FFA Foundation.
The Board then reviewed the total allocations to the LSU AgCenter research projects and the organizational funding levels before determining the total budget for the year.  The Budget worksheet was completed and reviewed after all projects and funding levels had been agreed upon (see attached). 

ACTION NO. 8
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the 2013 budget and funding levels and to approve the necessary contracts with all the respective organizations NCGA, USGC, LSU AgCenter, MSSB and the USCP.
The Board then discussed briefly discussed the need to nominate someone to serve on the MSSB.  Thomas Ater volunteered to represent the Board on the MSSB.
The Board next agreed to meet at the LSU AgCenter’s Northeast field day on June 19th.

Staff then briefed the Board on the audit of two projects.  There were no issues of concern regarding the projects and the related expenses.

Dr. Russin thanked the Board for their support and recommendations related to the work conducted by the LSU AgCenter.
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
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