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AND PROMOTION BOARD

November 19, 2010
LSU AgCenter
 Baton Rouge, Louisiana

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Raymond Schexnayder, Jr., Darrell Vandeven, Joey Olivier, Carlos Polotzola, Leo Franchebois, Robert Thevis, Jerry Hunter and Charles Cannatella

MEMBERS ABSENT:
JK Bordelon and Donald Marshall
OTHERS PRESENT:
Kyle McCann, Mike Salassi, David Boethel and John Russin

The meeting was called to order and the meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Board business meeting was conducted after all research projects were reviewed. The Board then considered the minutes of the previous meeting.

ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Leo Franchebois, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as presented.

The Board then reviewed the results of the grains referendum.  The referendum was conducted on August 26, 2010 and was successfully approved by the growers.  The state wide voting results were 56 for and 3 against and are attached.  The process utilized was reviewed and the possible need to change the procedures in the future was discussed.   

ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the results of the referendum and ratify the vote. 

The FY 10 Audit report was next presented and reviewed with the Board. 

The Board then reviewed collections and financial reports.  The current cash position of the Board and the preliminary assessment income projections for the 2010 crop were each reviewed.   The total undesignated funds as of 6/30/10 were $1,121,674.29 of that $737,605.30 were soybean funds and $382,994.72 were wheat and corn funds and $1,074.27 were sorghum funds. The final 2010 income estimates will be determined on the January USDA crop report.  The preliminary income estimates were approximately $387,000 for wheat and corn, $1,041,000 for soybeans and $32,539.30 for sorghum.  October collections report from the LDAF was also reviewed.  The year to date net collections were $438,134.73 for soybeans and $246,066.32 for wheat and corn. 
The Board then discussed projects, priorities and commented on issues they felt should be addressed.  They were informed that the cotton state support committee was interested in partnering on a couple of projects.  One project was on the topic of spray drift with Dr. Barbosa. The Board discussed that the project would have to be changed and resubmitted to reflect the work that would be conducted on the commodities funded by the Board.  They also questioned how this work would differ from previously funded projects with Dr. Barbosa.   The Board discussed the proposed weed guide by Dr. Gould.  They asked that it be expanded to include more weeds and identification at seedling and mature stages with additional information being on the web. The Board also discussed the cercospora work and getting Dr. Chin and Dr. Buckley working together on disease resistant varieties.  The Board continued to express the desire to make sure that projects that have some overlap work together as much as possible.  
The 2011 LSU AgCenter proposals were then presented to the Board for their review. The LSU AgCenter personnel also expressed their willingness to assist with the Board’s review and develop any projects of interest to the Board.  The Board was also presented an expenditure report on the projects that expire March 31, 2011.

The Board next considered the administrative and accounting services. 

ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, that the Board contract with Kyle McCann for 2011 accounting services for $2,700.  The Board also agreed to pay Kyle McCann $2,000 and Jessica Lange $590 for administrative services performed during 2010.

The Board then discussed organizational funding and representation.  A brief overview was provided of the activities of the US Grains Council, National Corn Growers and the National Grain Sorghum Producers.  The December meeting of the USB as well as the Connections meeting was discussed.  The Board is provided a voting delegate to the NCGA corn congress.  The Mid South Soybean Board was fairly inactive since Dr. French passed.  The MSSB will be considering staff and future direction early next year. 

The Board then discussed the next meeting date and agreed to January 19th at the Dean Lee Research Station in Alexandria, Louisiana.  The meeting would also be held in conjunction with the LSA annual meeting with lunch sponsored by the Board. 

The Board then considered a funding request for a scholarship that was being formed in the Entomology Department.  The scholarship would support graduate students doing entomology research.  Several entities were contributing to this effort.  Since a majority of research project support is used to pay graduate students and assistants to conduct the research support by the Board, this request is an extension of what the Board supports in terms of research.  The Board agreed to contribute to this effort.
ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve $2,000 contribution to the David Boethel scholarship fund for graduate students in Entomology Department at LSU.

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.

_________________________________

Raymond Schexnayder
Chairman

