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LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)
MEETING MINUTES

July 31, 2008
A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on July 31, 2008 at Walker’s Cajun Restaurant in Jennings, LA.
Officers and Members Present: Damian Bollich, Kevin Berken, Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, Robert Thevis, and Wayne Zaunbrecher
Officers and Members Not Present: Mindy Hetzel
Staff Present: Randy Jemison and Nicole Broussard
Others Present:  None
Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of July 2, 2008 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 7:40 a.m. and certified that a quorum was present.   He welcomed the new appointees to the board including Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz and Christian Richard.  
He presented the agenda to the members for review.  


MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Zaunbrecher 

To accept the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Chairman Berken asked if there were any changes to the July 2, 2008 minutes.  Thevis 
noted that Wild was not present at the meeting and that he could not have seconded the 
motion allocating $2000 for sponsorships for LA legislative promotions.  Jemison said he 
would review his notes from the July 2, 2008 meeting and correct the minutes.
MOTION by Bollich; Second by Richard
To accept the minutes of the July 2, 2008 as amended.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Oaths of Office
Board members were presented the oaths of office required by the Secretary of State within 30 days of appointment.  Notary Public, Nicole Broussard, allowed the members to review and complete the oaths and then formally administered the oaths of office and notarized each.
Following completion of the oaths of office staff provided certificates, prepared by the LA Governors Office, to each board member.

Staff was directed to send the completed oaths to the Secretary of State following the meeting.

Election of Officers
Chairman Berken opened the floor for nominations of chairman.  
Hoppe nominated Kevin Berken

MOTION by Thevis; Second by Durand
To cease nominations for chairman and elect Kevin Berken by acclamation
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Berken opened the floor for nominations for vice-chairman.
Hoppe nominated Christian Richard


MOTION by Bollich, Second by Hoppe
To cease nominations for vice-chairman and elect Christian Richard by acclamation

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Chairman Berken opened the floor for nominations to secretary/treasurer.

Bollich nominated Wayne Zaunbrecher.


MOTION by Bollich, Second by Hoppe

To cease nominations for secretary/treasurer and elect Wayne Zaunbrecher by 
acclamation

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Chairman Berken opened the floor for nominations for LARPB representative to the LA Rice Producers’ Group (LARPG).
Hoppe nominated Christian Richard.

MOTION by Hoppe, Second by Zaunbrecher

To cease nominations for LARPB representative to the LA Rice Producers’ Group

and elect Christian Richard by acclamation

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Chairman Berken recommended that the board reappoint Kenneth O. Privat as the board’s ethics liaison.


MOTION by Zaunbrecher, Second by Thevis

To ratify the chairman’s recommendation to reappoint Kenneth O. Privat as ethics 
liaison

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Bank Account Signatories
Berken noted that prior board member, J. C. Griffin was one of the three names on the signature card at Bank One in Crowley, LA and that new signatories must now be authorized by the board.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Habetz
To authorize Bank One of Crowley, LA to recognize board members Kevin Berken, Christian Richard, and Wayne Zaunbrecher as signatories to any and all bank accounts.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Nicole Broussard of Broadhurst, Hamilton and Co. rendered a financial statement as of July 31, 2008.


By consensus the board accepted the financial statement as rendered by Broussard

Chairman Berken then reviewed the 2008-09 budget adopted by the board at its July 2, 2008 meeting.
New Member Orientation
Staff presented each board member with a copy of the LA statue establishing the LARPB and outlining its responsibilities. Using the statue as an outline board members were instructed regarding their charges as board members.

In-State Promotion Projects Status

Staff gave brief reports on ongoing in-state promotions projects including the National Rice Month radio campaign, sponsorship of the NRM 5-K Rice Run, the LA Rice Awesome education project and potential legislative promotion events.
Outgoing Board Member Recognition

Chairman Berken suggested that outgoing board members J. C. Griffin, Glenray Trahan, and Ed Wild be recognized for their service on the LARPB.

MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Bollich
To direct staff to purchase quality recognition plaques for each outgoing member and to make arrangements to present the plaques at the 2009 LA Rice Council/ LA Rice Growers Association annual meeting
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Other Business
Chairman Berken recognized Nicole Broussard for her continued dedicated service to the board as their accountant and for her willingness to notarize the oaths of office at no charge.  Berken also thanked Jemison for his service to the board.  Berken recommended that the board show its gratitude to Broussard and Jemison by purchasing for each a restaurant gift certificate in the amount of $75.00.
MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Bollich
To ratify the chairman’s recommendation to provide $75.00 gift certificates to Nicole Broussard and Randy Jemison.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:09 a.m.
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