STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS SUBCOMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

December 14, 2016
The regular meeting of the Residential Building Contractors Subcommittee was called to order by the Chairman, Kenneth W. Jones, on Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at 2525 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Subcommittee present:

Kenneth “Ken” W. Jones, Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux






Jim Fine






Rob Hamilton


Frank Morse, Jr.






Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr
Member Jody Guidry was absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Larry Bankston, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Leann Evans, Brent Templet, Lowana Cola, Debbie Belyeu, Doug Traylor, Emma Payne, Elaine Riggins, Keona Smith, Tori Leonard, Rhonda Levy, John Dixon; Compliance Director, Brad Hassert; Compliance Investigators, Carl Bourque, Dylan Bourg, Jessica Jones; and Tarah Revette recording the minutes.

Mr. Fine led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the Minutes of the November 16, 2016, Residential Building Subcommittee Meeting. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced guests Ronald Burrough with the Louisiana Attorney General’s office; James Henry and Rudolph Babin with the Department of Insurance; Jeannie Dodd with the Louisiana Home Builders Association; and Tangie Powell and Diana Washington with the Louisiana Workforce Commission.
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARINGS:
Residential Building, Home Improvement, and Mold Remediation; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations Sec. 1503(D)
Applications Supervisor Elaine Riggins was called to the stand and sworn in to give testimony regarding the documentation of general liability and workers’ compensation insurance coverage. Ms. Riggins removed GCF Inc.; Roman Builders, Inc.; Ryals Residential LLC; Vintage Construction Group LLC; and Wesley Dean Contracting, LLC from the agenda due to proof of insurance coverage being provided with no lapse.
Ms. Riggins also confirmed service for the remaining entities listed on the agenda except for ALL PRO HOME IMPROVEMENTS LLC BY DARBY ROBIN and ALLEN LEE CHESSON JR., which were removed from the agenda. For the remaining companies Ms. Riggins confirmed that this is the first violation for these companies. HOTTAN, L.L.C. was deferred until the end of the agenda.
CURRIE DOYLE was present and was sworn in. Mr. Doyle gave a statement and showed documentation that he did not have a lapse in coverage. Mr. Wyman made a motion to removed CURRIE DOYLE from the agenda. Mr. Morse seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
JEREMIAH JONES was present and was sworn in. Mr. Jones gave a statement and affirmed that there was a lapse in insurance coverage. Mr. Wyman made a motion to suspend the license back to the date of last insurance coverage, to issue a cease and desist order, assess $250 in administrative cost, to allow staff to reinstate the license or registration if proof of no lapse is provided, and to allow the company’s license/registration to be reissued upon proof of insurance coverage. Mr. Morse seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
No one was present on behalf of Bass Builders, L.L.C.; Bradford Pro Construction, LLC; Chiky's Enterprises LLC; Coco’s Spray Foam Insulation, LLC; Harbor Enterprises, Limited Liability Company; HDMK Construction, LLC; J&B Cajun Construction, LLC; Jerry Wayne Reinniger; PFD Builders LLC; and Xtreme Property Service, LLC. Mr. Wyman made a motion to suspend the license or registration of the aforementioned companies and individuals back to the date of last insurance coverage allowing staff to reinstate the license or registration if proof of no lapse is provided, to issue a cease and desist order, to assess a fine of $500 plus $500 in administrative cost, and to allow the company’s license/registration to be reissued upon proof of insurance coverage. Mr. Hamilton seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARINGS:
1. Donald Gerdon Allen, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. DONALD GERDON ALLEN was not present. Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Bourque reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Wyman made a motion to find DONALD GERDON ALLEN to be in violation. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $1000 in administrative costs, to refer this matter to the local District Attorney’s office, and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
2. HSB Design and Contractors, LLC, Lafayette, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37: 2167 (A) and/or 2175.2 (A)(1)
Item D.2. was deferred and heard after agenda item F.1. Henry Boudreaux was present on behalf of HSB DESIGN AND CONTRACTORS, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Boudreaux entered a denial plea. Investigator Carl Bourque, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Mr. Bourque reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Bankston and the board questioned Mr. Boudreaux. Mr. Boudreaux gave a statement to the board regarding the allegations. James Linzay, a witness for Mr. Boudreaux, was present and was sworn in. Mr. Linzay provided testimony to the board. Mr. Boudreaux gave a closing statement. Mr. Boudreaux changed his initial denial plea to a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess a $1000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs and to allow the fine to be reduced to $500 in administrative costs only if the company obtains a proper license and/or registration within 120 days. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
E.
STATUTORY CITATIONS:
Mr. Rawls presented the statutory citations. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the statutory citations as presented. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS 
F.
REQUESTS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
1.
Pelican State Land Company, LLC, Covington, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)
Mr. Bankston stated that this matter is a reconsideration of the penalty imposed at the June 15, 2016 meeting. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the previous allegations and the board’s decision at that meeting. Travis Estess was present on behalf of PELICAN STATE LAND COMPANY, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Estess gave a statement regarding the reconsideration request. Mr. Hamilton made a motion to grant the reconsideration of penalty request. Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Estess gave a statement to the board. The board questioned Mr. Estess. Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess $1000 in administrative costs and for PELICAN STATE LAND COMPANY, LLC and/or STEVEN GARY ESTESS to not obtain a license and/or registration for perpetuity. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
<Agenda item D.2. HSB DESIGN AND CONTRACTORS, LLC was heard after agenda item F.1.> 
2.
Gantt’s Metal Fabrication, LLC, Haughton, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the previous allegations and the board’s decision at the October 19, 2016 meeting. No one was present on behalf of GANTT’S METAL FABRICATION, LLC. Mr. Wyman made a motion to grant the reconsideration of penalty request. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the statutory citation of $500 for GANTT’S METAL FABRICATION, LLC. Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed.
G.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING:
1.
The Home Improvement Group of Louisiana, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9)
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Brian Guillot and George Temple were present on behalf of THE HOME IMPROVEMENT GROUP OF LOUISIANA, LLC.  Mr. Temple was sworn in. Mr. Wyman made a motion to rehear this matter. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Guillot entered a denial plea and gave a statement to the board. Investigator Dylan Bourg was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Bourg reviewed the exhibit packet and the supplemental documentation and also provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Guillot questioned Mr. Bourg. Mr. Temple gave a statement. Homeowners Denise and Anthony Bush were present and were sworn in. Mr. and Mrs. Bush provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered an additional document into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Guillot questioned Mr. and Mrs. Bush. Mr. Temple gave an additional statement. Mr. Wyman made a motion to ratify the previous board action taken at the November 16, 2016 meeting for THE HOME IMPROVEMENT GROUP OF LOUISIANA, LLC. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
HOTTAN, L.L.C. under C. Insurance Hearings was heard after agenda item G.1.
Marlon Thomas was present on behalf of HOTTAN, L.L.C. and was sworn in. Mr. Thomas gave a statement and affirmed that there was a lapse in insurance coverage. Mr. Wyman made a motion to suspend the license back to the date of last insurance coverage, to issue a cease and desist order, assess $250 in administrative cost, to allow staff to reinstate the license or registration if proof of no lapse is provided, and to allow the company’s license/registration to be reissued upon proof of insurance coverage. Mr. Morse seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

H.
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed on the agenda. (Pages 4-9)

Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the new residential building license applications as listed on the agenda with the exception of G TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION LLC. Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.
I.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed on the agenda. (Pages 10-17)

Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the new home improvement registration applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Morse seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. McDuff reminded the board about the annual mandatory training. Ms. Revette gave a report on the amount of applications received since the Historic Flood on August 12, 2016.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Wyman made a motion to adjourn at 11:21 a.m., and Mr. Hamilton seconded. The motion passed.





_______________________________________________________________


Kenneth W. Jones, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Vice Chairman
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