MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

LOUISIANA PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING

AND LAND SURVEYING BOARD

9643 BROOKLINE AVENUE, SUITE 121

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70809-1433

September 21 - 22, 2009

At 8:00 a.m. on September 21, 2009, the Chairman called the meeting to order at 9643 Brookline Avenue, Baton Rouge, Louisiana with the following members present:



Timothy J. Allen, P.L.S.

Chairman

James D. Garber, Ph.D., P.E. 

Vice Chairman

Mark A. Jusselin, P.E.


Treasurer

Ali M. Mustapha, P.E.





Norma Jean Mattei, Ph.D., P.E.





Richard L. Savoie, P.E.

James E. Bowie, Ph.D., P.E.

Miles B. Williams, P.E.

M. Ernest Gammon, Sr., P.L.S.

Also present:
Donna D. Sentell, Executive Secretary



Heidi Watts, Office Manager



D. Scott Landry, Board Attorney



Justin Owens, Board Investigator



Victoria Hatton, Board Investigator

Not present: 
Rhaoul A. Guillaume, P.E., Secretary



Roger D. Danzy, P.E.


The invocation was led by Chairman Allen and the pledge was led by Mr. Landry.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to accept the September 21 - 22, 2009 Call for the Meeting and the Agenda.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Dr. Mattei, seconded by Mr. Savoie, to approve the Minutes from the July 20 - 21, 2009 Board meeting.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, that the Board’s next regular meeting will be held on November 16 -17, 2009.

Enforcement

File #2008-77:  Mr. Owens reported on a licensed engineer who allegedly practiced and/or offered to practice engineering in Louisiana as a sole proprietorship under an unlicensed business name which included the term “engineering”.  The respondent has signed and returned the proposed Consent Order offered by the Complaint Review Committee.  After discussion, the Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Mr. Williams, to approve the signed Consent Order. 

File #2008-82:  Mr. Owens reported on a licensed land surveyor who admitted to practicing and/or offering to practice in Louisiana with an expired license for over three years.  The respondent has signed and returned the proposed Consent Order offered by the Complaint Review Committee.  After discussion, the Board unanimously approved the motion made by Dr. Bowie, seconded by Mr. Gammon, to approve the signed Consent Order.

File #2009-60:  Mr. Owens reported on a licensed engineer who admitted to practicing and/or offering to practice in Louisiana with an expired license for over five months.  The respondent has signed and returned the proposed Consent Order offered by the Complaint Review Committee.  After discussion, the Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to approve the signed Consent Order.

File #2008-12 & 2008-89:  Mr. Owens reported that the Board was nearing the end of the 12-month period for holding the hearings.  After discussion, Dr. Bowie made the motion, seconded by Mr. Savoie, to reschedule the hearings for November 16, 2009 unless the respondents agree to extend the 12-month period.  The motion was tabled until Mr. Owens consults the Board’s prosecuting counsel.

Mr. Danzy entered the meeting at 8:27 a.m.

Chairman Allen requested that the enforcement section have a report at every Board meeting of the number of cases open, closed, and pending.

Committee Reports

Strategic Planning Committee
Mr. Danzy briefed the Board regarding the agenda items for the Strategic Planning report.

Ms. Hatton made a presentation regarding Twitter and the advantages of offering this method of communication with our licensees and applicants.    The committee will make a recommendation at the November Board meeting.

Ms. Hatton presented the enforcement section’s report of the number of cases open, closed and pending.

Mr. Danzy reported that the committee will continue to study the feasibility of establishing engineering minimum standards of practice. 

Mr. Williams exited the meeting at 9:25 a.m. 

Chairman Allen charged the Enforcement Ad-Hoc Committee and enforcement staff with developing a protocol for interacting with the Louisiana Secretary of State’s office to obtain information on new filings by entities with the words “engineer” or “survey” in the firm name.  Enforcement staff is to report at the November Board meeting.

Chairman Allen charged the enforcement staff with recommending options for Louisiana criminal background check procedures to the Policy and Procedure Committee for a report at the November Board meeting.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Danzy, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to add the standard “violations” questions to all applications.

The Board requested staff to revise the licensure renewal invoice form to request an email address.

Chairman Allen charged the Enforcement Ad-Hoc Committee with developing a plan for Board members to start reviewing engineering plans submitted to public offices. 

Mr. Williams returned to the meeting at 10:10 a.m.

The Board directed the staff to include a link on the Board’s website for available training courses offered by the Louisiana Transportation Research Center.  Mr. Landry will assist with preparing a disclaimer to be included on the website indicating that the Board is not endorsing these courses.

Chairman Allen charged the Education/Accreditation Committee with reviewing the supplemental educational requirements for applicants with multiple exam failures and providing a link to this information on the Board’s website.

Mr. Danzy reported that the Strategic Planning Committee would meet after the Board recesses this afternoon.

The Board recessed at 10:17 a.m. and reconvened at 10:27 a.m.  Mr. Owens did not return to the meeting.

Continuing Professional Development Committee
The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Dr. Mattei, seconded by Dr. Garber, to approve the successful completion of the Board’s online Louisiana Professionalism and Ethics examination for 1 PDH in professional ethics and to direct the Continuing Professional Development Committee to review the examination annually for updates and modifications.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Dr. Mattei, seconded by Mr. Mustapha, to approve the successful completion of the Board’s online Louisiana Minimum Standards of Land Surveying examination for 2 PDHs in the minimum standards for property boundary surveys in Louisiana and to direct the Land Surveying Committee to review the examination annually for updates and modifications.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Dr. Mattei, seconded by Mr. Williams, to approve the successful completion of the Board’s online Louisiana Laws and Rules examination for 1 PDH and to direct the Liaison and Law Review Committee to review the examination annually for updates and modifications.

Mr. Owens reentered the meeting at 10:46 a.m. 

Ms. Hatton presented her timeline of the new CPD audit procedures.  It was mentioned that the Disciplinary and Enforcement Sanctions Guidelines may need to be updated once the new CPD audit procedures become effective.
Journal Ad-Hoc Committee
The Board requested staff to revise the licensure renewal invoice form to add an option for the licensees to choose to receive the journal either electronically or by hard copy.  For those licensees who choose to receive the journal electronically, staff is to email the journal as a link to the Board’s website rather than as an attachment.

The Board approved the motion made by Mr. Williams, seconded by Mr. Danzy, with Mr. Jusselin, Mr. Gammon, Mr. Williams, Mr. Danzy and Dr Mattei for and Dr. Bowie, Mr. Savoie, Dr. Garber and Mr. Mustapha against, to take from the table the motion made at the July 21, 2009 Board meeting that the Board make a friendly request to the Louisiana Board of Ethics to determine if there are any ethics problems with the joint publication of the journal.  After discussion the motion failed, with Mr. Jusselin, Mr. Gammon, Mr. Williams and Mr. Danzy for and Dr. Garber, Mr. Mustapha, Dr. Mattei, Dr. Bowie and Mr. Savoie against.

Education/Accreditation Committee
The committee recommended that the Board adopt a policy under Rule 1503 allowing a master's degree in engineering management (MSEM) (not MBAs or management degrees) from a university having an undergraduate ABET-accredited engineering curriculum to be used for credit for one year's experience toward licensure, but to state that an MSEM is not acceptable as a remedy for a non-engineering or non-ABET undergraduate degree under Rule 901 unless specifically approved by the committee.

The Board recessed for lunch at 11:58 a.m. and reconvened at 12:55 p.m.

After further discussion, the Board approved the motion made by the committee, with Mr. Jusselin opposed, to adopt the policy recommended by the committee.

Liaison and Law Review Committee
Mr. Jusselin reported that he, Mr. Mustapha and Dr. Bowie attended the Louisiana Engineering Society meeting on September 4, 2009 to present and promote the proposed law changes recommended by the Board.  Mr. Jusselin encouraged all Board members to attend their local professional society meetings to discuss and promote the proposed law changes.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Jusselin, seconded by Mr. Danzy, to take from the table the motion made at the July 20, 2009 Board meeting to adopt a rule or policy limiting the number of times an applicant can take an examination.  After discussion the Board approved the motion, with Mr. Williams, Mr. Jusselin, Mr. Gammon, Dr. Bowie, Dr. Mattei and Dr. Garber for and Mr. Mustapha, Mr. Danzy and Mr. Savoie against, and specified that the limit is 10 attempts for any examination, beginning with the October 2010 examination administration.

Land Surveying Committee
Chairman Allen reported the committee is receiving course descriptions and syllabi requested from Louisiana universities, as well as some online programs that offer the surveying courses.  The committee has updated the Compendium for Louisiana and Federal Laws Relating to Land Surveying, which will assist applicants in studying for the Louisiana Laws of Land Surveying examination.  The compendium will be uploaded to the Board’s website.  The committee will meet and suggest a list of suggested reference books for applicants taking the Louisiana Laws exam.  The list will be added to the LAPELS website 
Applications

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Bowie, to disapprove the application of Mr. Xingwei Chen to take the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination due to lack of 8 years experience required for non-ABET graduates.  Mr. Chen needs 2 more years of experience after May 2009.  He can update his experience and apply again for the spring 2011 examination.  The Board will credit him with 2 years of experience for his Ph.D. degree and 4 years of experience for his work under a professional engineer.

The Board disapproved the motion made by Mr. Savoie, seconded by Dr. Bowie, with Dr. Mattei, Dr. Bowie, Mr. Savoie and Mr. Williams for and Mr. Jusselin, Mr. Danzy, Mr. Mustapha, Dr. Garber and Chairman Allen against, to approve the application of Mr. Daniel Hill to take the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination and to license him upon passing and updating his experience.  Mr. Hill can update his experience and apply again for the April 2010 examination.

The Board approved the motion made by Mr. Danzy, seconded by Mr. Gammon, with Dr. Bowie, Dr. Mattei, Mr. Gammon, Dr. Garber, Mr. Jusselin, Mr. Danzy and Mr. Williams for and Mr. Savoie and Mr. Mustapha against, to disapprove the application of Mr. Walter Medley to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer due to character and reputation.

Chairman Allen exited the meeting at 3:50 p.m.

The Board approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Mr. Williams, with Mr. Mustapha, Mr. Williams, Mr. Savoie, Dr. Garber, Dr. Mattei and Dr. Bowie for, Mr. Jusselin and Mr. Danzy against, and Mr. Gammon abstaining, to approve the application of Mr. Libor Koudelka to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer.

The Board approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Bowie, with Mr. Jusselin opposed, to approve the application of Ms. Udayaphani Malladi to take the Principles and Practice of Engineering examination and to license her upon passing and updating her experience.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Jusselin, seconded by Mr. Mustapha, to disapprove the application of Mr. Matthew Mantell to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer due to educational deficiencies.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Dr. Bowie, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to approve the application of Mr. Raul Morton to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer.

Chairman Allen returned to the meeting at 4:10 p.m.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Mr. Williams, to approve the application of Mr. Samir Shenouda to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer.

The Board approved the motion made by Dr. Bowie, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to approve the application of Mr. Ali Aljaberi to take the Fundamentals of Engineering examination and to certify him upon passing.

Dr. Bowie made the motion, Dr. Mattei seconded, to disapprove the application of Mr. Hector Narez to take the Fundamentals of Engineering examination.  The motion was withdrawn as the committee agreed to disapprove.

The Board approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, with Mr. Jusselin opposed, to approve the application of Mr. Rodney Nohr to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer.

The Board approved the motion made by Dr. Bowie, seconded by Mr. Mustapha, with Mr. Jusselin opposed, to approve the application of Mr. Robert Battallio to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer.

The Board approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, with Dr. Garber, Mr. Jusselin and Mr. Savoie opposed, to approve the application of Mr. Andrew Ballard to be licensed by comity as a Professional Engineer.

The Board recessed at 4:30 p.m. to conduct multi-failure and surveying oral interviews and reconvened at 8:10 a.m. on September 22, 2009.  Mr. Owens was present.  Mr. Danzy was not present.

Enforcement (continued)
File # 2009-2: Mr. Owens reported on a licensed engineer who had been disciplined in another state for matters recognized as grounds for disciplinary action in Louisiana at the time the action was taken.  The respondent has signed and returned the proposed Consent Order offered by the Complaint Review Committee.  After discussion, the Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to approve the signed Consent Order. 

Mr. Danzy entered the meeting at 8:15 a.m.

File #2008-12 & 2008-89 (continued):  Mr. Owens reported that the Board’s prosecuting counsel requested the Board to proceed with rescheduling the hearings November 16, 2009 and that the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality’s attorney had no objections other than to caution the Board regarding the “double jeopardy” possibilities should the respondents be assessed fines. The Board tabled the matter in order that Mr. Landry might be present to provide legal counsel.

Committee Reports (continued)
Finance Committee
Chairman Allen charged the Policy and Procedure Committee with reviewing the records retention schedule prior to submittal to the Secretary of State’s office for approval.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by the committee directing Ms. Sentell to deposit $250,000 from the Board’s checking account into a certificate of deposit at an appropriate financial institution (other than one which the Board is currently using) not exceeding the FDIC limit of insurability at any institution, and further, to limit future investments to FDIC limits of insurability.  The preference of the Board is to purchase a certificate of deposit with a maturity date of April and/or October to assist with cash flow of the office. 

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by the committee to modify the Investment Policy as follows:

INVESTMENT POLICY

Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board

Adopted:  September 18, 2007

Revised:  September 22, 2009

The Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board (LAPELS) does hereby adopt the following policy with regard to the management and investment of monies under its direction and control which are determined by LAPELS to be in excess of immediate of cash requirements.

LAPELS recognizes that monies that it collects and uses to operate are public funds, and LAPELS further recognizes that it is mandated to handle these funds in a prudent and lawful manner.

LAPELS shall strive to maintain funds sufficient to sustain LAPELS operations for a minimum of 6 months. 
Monies invested by LAPELS shall be for a duration of no longer than 12 months.

Income from investments made by LAPELS shall be credited to the fund from which the investments were made. 

Investments shall be in the form of time certificates of deposits of any bank domiciled or having a branch office in the state of Louisiana, in savings accounts or shares of savings and loan associations and savings banks, as defined by La. R.S. 6:703(16) and (17) (a), or in share accounts and share certificate accounts of federally or state-chartered credit unions. 

These funds shall not exceed at any time the amount insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation in any one banking institution, by the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation in any one savings and loan association or by the National Credit Union Administration.

LAPELS staff shall keep copies of financial documents on file in the LAPELS office and at an offsite location.

When investing in time certificates of deposit, LAPELS shall do so using a “laddering” approach whereby certificates become due at staggered intervals so as to provide a degree of liquidity for the funds invested.  It is recommended that time certificates of deposit are targeted for maturity at the 3-month, 6-month, 9-month and 12-month intervals.  Under no circumstances should the investment period exceed 12 months.

Investments shall be made under the priority of safety of principal first, liquidity second, and yield third.

It is recommended that the services of more than one institution shall be utilized for investment of LAPELS monies.

It is the intention of this policy to adhere to the provisions of La. R.S. 49:327.  Compliance with this policy shall be verified by the annual financial audit of LAPELS.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by the committee to modify the guidelines for Board members representing the Board at professional society meetings as follows:
Guidelines for Board Members to Represent LAPELS

at Professional Society Meetings

Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying Board

Adopted July 2008

Revised September 2009

In an effort to provide better communications between LAPELS and state/local engineering and surveying societies, the finance committee recommends the adoption of these attendance guidelines.

The intention is for better communications by being a presence, manning the LAPELS booth, wearing LAPELS shirts for identification and making a presentation or answering questions concerning the operations of LAPELS.  It is not intended to provide an opportunity for LAPELS Board members to receive CPD hours.

Attending Local/Chapter society meetings: (LES, LSPS, ACEC/L, technical societies)

· As an invited guest speaker or making a brief LAPELS presentation

· Each Board member is limited to two meetings per year

· Receipt for meal

· Wear LAPELS shirt

· Mileage reimbursed

· Lodging not reimbursed

Attending Annual Meetings: LES (annual and Tri-State meetings) and LSPS (convention and annual fall meeting)

· Man a booth

· Be a presence

· Wear LAPELS shirt

· Offer to make a presentation relative to the workings of LAPELS

· Will fund two delegates based on state travel guidelines

· for each of the four meetings listed above

· appointed by the Chairman 

· Will cover these expenses

· registration

· lodging

· mileage for vehicle travel

· meals

Funding recommendation for FY 09-10

	Account #
	Local/Chapter
	LSPS
	LES
	TOTAL

	5225
	$1,000
	$2,500
	$2,000
	$ 5,500

	5235
	
	
	$3,000
	$ 3,000

	
	
	
	
	$ 8,500


Finance Committee - 2009

Mark A. Jusselin, P.E., Treasurer

Rhaoul A. Guillaume, P.E., Secretary

Roger D. Danzy, P.E., Board Member 

Miles B. Williams, P.E., Board Member
 Ernest Gammon, Sr., P.L.S., Board Member
The committee asked Board members to begin using the new expense reimbursement form and to submit this form in a timely and accurate manner. 

Ms. Sentell was asked to forward an electronic copy of the current State Travel Guide to all Board members.  Board members are to follow these guidelines when submitting travel expense reimbursement forms.  The committee will continue to review Board member expenses.
Mr. Landry entered the meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Enforcement (continued)
Mr. Guillaume entered the meeting at 9:05 a.m.

File #2008-12 & 2008-89 (continued):  Mr. Owens briefed Mr. Landry on prior discussion regarding these files.  After discussion and advice from Mr. Landry, the Board approved the motion made by Dr. Bowie, seconded by Mr. Williams, with Mr. Guillaume abstaining, to reschedule the hearings for November 16, 2009 at 10:00 a.m., unless the respondents agree to extend the 12-month period.  Enforcement staff along with the Board prosecuting counsel will attempt to obtain an agreement from the respondents to an extension of the 12-month period by October 16, 2009.

Applications (continued)
The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Savoie, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to authorize Ms. Watts to contact Mr. Richard Frithiof, Mr. Guy Nelson, Ms. Tracy Bangor, Mr. Joel Johnson, and Mr. Timothy Prockish to inquire as to their state of residency 1 year prior to taking their examinations.  If those individuals satisfy Rule 1501(B) (1), their applications will be resubmitted to the committee for review.

Chairman Allen charged the Liaison and Law Review Committee with reviewing Rules 903, 909 and 1501(B) to determine if they can be clarified with respect to comity applications.  Mr. Jusselin requested that Board members send to him their comments and recommendations by 5:00 p.m. on September 25, 2009.

The Board instructed the staff to revise the Application for Temporary Engineering Permit to include "FOR SPECIFIC JOB" in bold.  The instructions to the application should clearly state that the Application for Temporary Engineering Permit and the Application for Licensure as a Professional Engineer by Comity should be submitted at the same time if considering work in Louisiana for over 120 days in a calendar year.

The Board instructed the staff to revise all comity applications to include a question regarding the applicant’s state of residency within a one-year period prior to examination.
The Board recessed at 10:14 a.m. and reconvened at 10:32 a.m.

Committee Reports (continued)
Continuing Professional Development Committee (continued)
The Board approved the motion made by the CPD committee, with Mr. Jusselin opposed, to make it policy to allow licensees chosen for the CPD audit 60 days to respond to the initial letter.

Strategic Planning Committee (continued)
The Board approved the motion made by the committee, with Dr. Bowie and Dr. Garber opposed, to obtain appraisals of the Board’s current office leased property from two independent licensed appraisers.  The cost of the appraisals will be charged to Board account no. 5242 (Office Rent).  The committee will make a recommendation at the November Board meeting as to the proposed office lease price per square foot.

Executive Secretary Report
Ms. Sentell advised the Board of the fall 2009 ABET visits to LSU, Southern and McNeese.

New Business

Chairman Allen charged the Nominations and Awards Committee with presenting to the Board at the November meeting a list of nominations for election of 2010 - 2011 Board officers.

Mr. Guillaume presented the idea of a Board member reunion.  Chairman Allen charged the Nominations and Awards Committee with presenting recommendations to the Board.

Closing Business

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Mustapha, seconded by Dr. Mattei, to approve all committee recommendations and actions.

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Guillaume, seconded by Mr. Mustapha, to acknowledge and confirm all licenses and certificates issued by the Board. 

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Jusselin, seconded by Mr. Savoie, to approve all Board expenses.  

The Board unanimously approved the motion made by Mr. Danzy, seconded by Mr. Mustapha, to adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 11:32 a.m. on September 22, 2009.

_______________________

_________________________

Timothy J. Allen, P.L.S.


Rhaoul A. Guillaume, P.E.

Chairman




Secretary 
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