     METROPOLITAN HUMAN SERVICES DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

December 18, 2015
MINUTES
A meeting of the Board of Directors of Metropolitan Human Services District was held on Friday, December 18, 2015 at the District office. The meeting was called to order at 12:39 pm.   
Board members in attendance were: Dr. Joe Constans, Dr. Petrice Sams-Abiodun, Charlotte Parent, Dr. Sarintha Stricklin, Dr. Emily Clark, Sylvie Tran and Dr. Cathy Lazarus.
Other individuals present were: Gary Mendoza, Donna Francis, Tonya Walker, and Dr. Brenda Edgerton-Webster. 
Approval of Minutes: Dr. Joe Constans moved approval of the November 20, 2015 minutes, Dr. Stricklin seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously. 
Chair’s Report:  Dr. Constans asked Sylvie Tran to share an update on the search for an Executive Director. Ms. Tran shared the protocol of how the search firm would select and narrow down candidates. Next steps include the Search Committee  conducting interviews (via Skype) with an initial pool of candidates in January.  Ms. Tran also gave an update on the work around the ends policy.   A draft analysis of Ends Policy #1 and #2 was included in the packet and Ms. Tran asked the board to look over these materials for a discussion at the next board meeting.  
Interim Executive Director’s Report:  Mr. Mendoza shared Dr. Katherine Smith has resigned as MHSD’s Medical Director and that Dr. Eric Kramer has stepped in as MHSD’s Interim Medical Director. Mr. Mendoza shared that the process of replacing the human resources director was underway.

Parish Reports:  Charlotte Parent shared that the Behavioral Health Council will have its relaunch in January 2016. Dr. Sarintha Stricklin shared the Sheriff elect in Plaquemines Parish has an interest in supporting prevention services.  
Other Business: No other business was conducted. 
Invitation for Public Comment: There were no members of the public present.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 1: 55pm. 

