
 
John K. Kelly – Grand Bayou Reservoir Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
                                                                            Oct 10, 2024, 4 pm

Grand Bayou Resort
5286 Hwy 784
Coushatta, LA 71019

Commission Chairman Peggy McCoy called the meeting to order. Other commissioners present were Anita Hinds, Tom Jones, and Faerie Sledge along with resort manager David Pickett.  Three commissioners were absent: Becky Craig and Richard Worsham were out due to family matters, and Antony Thomas was absent due to an injury. There was a quorum present.  Also in attendance were special guests from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF). They were Patrick Banks, Administrator, Fisheries Management Division from Baton Rouge, and Kane Finkbeiner, Aquatic Plant Control Biologist Manager for North Louisiana from Monroe.

The minutes of the meeting of Sept 19, 2024, were reviewed by the commission.  Commissioner Hinds moved to approve them as written; Commissioner Jones seconded. Motion carried. 

In new business, Mr. Banks and Mr. Finkbeiner addressed the commission on a recent development regarding cessation of herbicide spraying of aquatic vegetation on the lake. The commission has yet to receive any official correspondence or notification regarding the matter and was not notified ahead of time that any such decision would be forthcoming or even discussed. The commission learned through Mr. Banks, Mr. Finkbeiner, and unofficial channels that LDWF is now prohibited from spraying herbicide on the lake.  This has been done by LDWF for many years under appropriate EPA guidelines to control unwanted aquatic vegetation such as lotus, giant salvinia, and other similar vegetation. This decision to no longer allow such action was made recently by the LDWF Secretary Madison Sheahan, Louisiana state surgeon general Dr. Ralph Abraham and Louisiana deputy state surgeon general Dr. Wyche Taylor Coleman III. It is still unclear to the commission as to the exact basis for the decision and the time frame involved.  This commission is legislatively charged with governing this lake. It is very concerning to the commission that no one with the Louisiana Department of Health or LDWF notified the commission prior to this decision being discussed and/or made and that no input from the commission was even requested or allowed.  The commission would like to know how this decision could be made without the input of this governing body. After a lengthy discussion, the commission did not reach any formal decision, but requested additional information from Mr. Banks. The commission thanked Mr. Banks and Mr. Finkbeiner for their attendance.

Mr. Jones requested that the board go into executive session which the board did. After the board returned to regular session, Mr. Pickett reminded the commission about yearly training requirements including ethics and sexual awareness training, both of which must be completed by Dec. 31. He also updated the board on routine maintenance matters. 
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Pickett presented the board with the September bills. Commissioner Jones moved to pay the bills; Commissioner Sledge seconded.  Motion carried. The September 2024 financials were reviewed and verbally approved.  There was no other business to come before the board.  Commissioner Jones moved to adjourn; Commissioner Hinds seconded. Motion carried; the meeting was adjourned.   
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                               _______________________                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                       Faerie Sledge, Secretary
