
 
John K. Kelly – Grand Bayou Reservoir Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
                                                                                 Sept 11, 2025
                                                                                     

Grand Bayou Resort
5286 Hwy 784
Coushatta, LA 71019

Commission Chairman Peggy McCoy called the meeting to order.   Other commissioners present were Becky Craig, Anita Hinds, Tom Jones, Faerie Sledge, and Richard Worsham, along with resort manager David Pickett. Commissioner Antony Thomas was absent due to work obligations.  A quorum was present. Guests attending from the Louisiana Dept of Wildlife and Fisheries were Patrick Banks, Administrator, Fisheries Division, Baton Rouge and Villis Dowden, Fisheries Biologist/Manager from Natchitoches.

The minutes of the meeting of Aug 14, 2025, were reviewed by the commission.  Commissioner Jones moved to approve them as written; Commissioner Worsham seconded. Motion carried. 

Under new business, Mr. Banks, Mr. Dowden, and the commission discussed the next possible drawdown of the lake. In general, LDWF prefers to schedule a drawdown if needed about every 5-7 years on lakes to benefit fisheries and aquatic vegetation management. The last two drawdowns on Grand Bayou Reservoir were in 2015 and 2020. Both drawdowns were 7 feet.  The commission believes that, in general, the lake is in good condition regarding aquatic vegetation. The commission considered today’s discussion, which involved many factors, and determined that a drawdown is not needed at present. A less extensive drawdown, perhaps 4 to 5 feet, may be considered next time. Commissioner Jones moved to reconsider the matter in 2026. Commissioner Worsham seconded; motion carried. The commission thanked Mr. Banks and Mr. Dowden for their attendance.

In other new business, the board discussed the upcoming tax renewal election set for Nov 15, 2025, and related matters. In continuing business. Pickett gave an update on a recent sale of water from the lake. Under the manager’s report, he reported on routine maintenance around the park. 

Pickett presented the board with the August bills. Commissioner Worsham moved to pay the bills and Commissioner Jones seconded.  Motion carried. The August 2025 financials were reviewed and verbally approved.  There was no other business to come before the board.  Commissioner Craig moved to adjourn; Commissioner Hinds seconded. Motion carried; the meeting was adjourned.  
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                                                                                                                       Faerie Sledge, Secretary
