
 
John K. Kelly – Grand Bayou Reservoir Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
Apr 11, 2024, 4 pm

Grand Bayou Resort
5286 Hwy 784
Coushatta, LA 71019

Commission Chairman Peggy McCoy called the meeting to order. Other commissioners present were Becky Craig, Tom Jones, Faerie Sledge, Antony Thomas, and Richard Worsham, along with resort manager David Pickett.  Anita Hinds was absent due to a family matter. There was a quorum present. Villis Dowden, fisheries biologist with Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, was a guest.  

The minutes of the meeting of Mar 14, 2024, were reviewed.  Commissioner Thomas moved to approve them as written; Commissioner Worsham seconded. Motion carried. 

Under new business, Mr. Pickett brought up the subject of passive gear, specifically hoop nets, on the lake. He had had some questions from a local fisherman regarding the wording in the 2024 LDWF pamphlets. Mr. Dowden confirmed that certain size hoop nets are still illegal on GBR. He stated the new pamphlets will be corrected at the next printing. A brief discussion on related matters followed and Mr. Dowden was able to answer some questions from the commissioners. He then departed the meeting.

Also, under new business, Mr. Pickett advised the commissioners about some upcoming changes in insurance renewals (liability, property, and workman’s compensation).  He will obtain new quotes on the upcoming renewals and coverage on some other park properties. Jones made a motion for Mr. Pickett to be authorized to renew the policies (up to $60,000). Worsham seconded; motion carried.

Thomas made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters. Craig seconded; motion passed. Following the executive session discussion, Craig moved to return to regular session; Jones seconded; motion carried. The meeting was called back into regular session. 

In continued business, the new Kubota side-by-side was discussed. Mr. Pickett reported that it was a worthwhile purchase for employee use. Mr. Pickett also reported on the lunker program. Two bass each over 11 lb have been caught this spring. Also in continued business, the new proposed personnel/payroll policy was discussed. Thomas moved to adopt the improved policy; Craig seconded. Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Pickett presented the board with the March bills. Commissioner Jones moved to pay the bills; Commissioner Craig seconded.  Motion carried. The March 2024 financials were reviewed and verbally approved.  There was no other business to come before the board.  Commissioner Thomas moved to adjourn; Commissioner Jones seconded. Motion carried; the meeting was adjourned.                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                 _____________________________         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                             Faerie Sledge, Secretary
