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I. Call to Order 
A meeting of the Louisiana International Deep Water Gulf Transfer Terminal Authority (LIGTT) was held on Monday March 9, 2015 in the St. Bernard Chamber Board Room, at the Port of St. Bernard Administrative Building in Chalmette Louisiana.  Senator Crowe acknowledges and thanks both the Port of St. Bernard and the St. Bernard Chamber for the use of their facilities.
II. Roll Call

The roll was called with the following results:


Members Present




Members Absent

President- Senator A.G. Crowe- Chairman
Treasurer- Scott Becnel


VP- Dennis Crawford



Secretary- Chris Westbrook


VP- Johnn Hyatt


Jeff Davis 





Also Present

Sharon Balfour 









for Sec. Sherri LeBas



Carla Roberts- Senate Attorney

Representative Ray Garofalo 


Crystal Hutchinson-







for Rep. St. Germain



     LIGTT Administrative Assistant



Michael Lorino 




Ben Hunter- LIGTT Legal Counsel




David Mannella




Tom Thornhill- LIGTT Midstream Holding, LLC



Matt Gresham




Jim Woodworth- LIGTT Midstream Holding, LLC

Ronald Branch




Johnny Koch- LIGTT Midstream Holding, LLC

Kelvin Dedner
Chairman, Senator A.G. Crowe determined the presence of a quorum and the meeting was called to order at 1:06 p.m.   Senator Crowe introduces Crystal Hutchinson.
III. Approval of Minutes from December 16, 2014 Meeting
On motion made by Commissioner Crawford and seconded by Commissioner Hyatt, the board unanimously approved the previously reviewed minutes of it meeting on December 16, 2014.

IV. Developers Report

Mr. Thornhill, LIGTT Development Partners, introduces Jim Woodworth as co-manager and partner of their Development Company and Johnny Koch as part of the development team.  He stated that they have engaged the assistance of a high level military security advisor to develop an infrastructure that the US Coast Guard, Homeland Security, and other agencies are familiar and comfortable with.  Progress is being made however, the details of the financial contracts or negotiations must be held confidential at this time.  Ben Hunter and Tom Thornhill, LIGTT Development Partners agree to work on developing a plan in which the board can be more informed about progress being made regarding the LIGTT.  

An upcoming formal announcement is announced.
V. Presidents Report

Chairman Crowe opens discussion of the New Website and the contract necessary to move forward with the design and maintenance.   Commissioner Mannella questioned if the contract required public bid and Mr. Hunter answered saying no, the dollar amount falls under the threshold that requires public bid.  Chairman Crowe reminds members that we will be posting Board Member Bio’s on the new website.  Motion to approve contract was made by Commissioner Mannella, seconded by Commissioner Hyatt.  Motion carried unanimously.
Next item for discussion deals with establishing a quorum and board designees, it is deferred to Carla Roberts, Senate Attorney, for explanation. 
Chairman Crowe asks LIGTT legal counsel, Ben Hunter to explain a couple of general housekeeping measures that need to be ratified.   Mr. Hunter introduces a two part resolution that: 1) Ratifies the election of the Executive Board Officers in the June 17, 2013 LIGTT Board Meeting as follows:  Senator A.G. Crowe- President, John Hyatt- Vice President, Dennis Crawford- Vice President, Scott Becnel- Treasurer, Chris Westbrook- Secretary.  2) Ratifies all prior actions taken by the Executive Board, in their official capacities.   Chairman Crowe asks for question on the resolutions, there are none, a motion is made by Commissioner Crawford to adopt the resolutions, Commissioner Mannella seconds, and the motion carried unanimously.
The next item for discussion is a Check Writing/ Fund Disbursement Procedures in which details are explained as to how LIGTT account payables will be handled. Expenditures since the last board meeting are reviewed and the floor is opened for discussion.  Commissioner Hyatt states that all financial information should be shared openly with the board and approves of the information distributed.   Motion to adopt the Check Writing Procedures is made by Commissioner Mannella, seconded by Commissioner Hyatt.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Crowe asks Ms. Roberts to explain the need for hiring an LLA approved CPA to handle Audit Reports required by the La. Legislative Auditor (LLA).  Chairman Crowe makes a motion that treasurer, Commissioner Becnel, will review the list of CPA’s and present options for approval at the next board meeting, Commissioner Hyatt seconds.  Motion carried unanimously.
Chairman Crowe asks Commissioner Matt Gresham to discuss sponsorship for the Ports Association of Louisiana (PAL) Annual Conference where he gives an overview of the events planned.  Chairman Crowe opens floor for questions, of which there are none, then proceeds with a motion that LIGTT purchase a $500 sponsorship, it’s seconded by Commissioner Hyatt, motion passes without opposition.  
VI. Treasures Report

Financial documents are reviewed.  Chairman Crowe opens for discussion of which there is none, Commissioner Crawford moves to accept Treasurer’s Report, Chairman Crowe seconds, and it passes without opposition.

Motion to approve the previously reviewed expenditures since the last meeting was made by Chairman Crowe and seconded by Chairman Lorino. 

The next item to review is the Fiscal Year ending 6/30/2015 estimated budget.   Ms. Roberts explains that statute requires the board approve an annual budget and that the budget be submitted to the Joint Budget Committee.  Chairman Crowe opens for discussion, there is none.  Motion is made by Commissioner Lorino to accept the budget and seconded by Commissioner Hyatt, there are none opposed and the budget is unanimously accepted.
Chairman Crowe donates a computer for LIGTT administrative uses.

VII. Review of appointments and statutory duties of Board Members

Tier 2.1 Personal Financial Disclosures and filing requirements was discussed.

Commissioner Mannella raises the question as to whether as LIGTT board members they will be required to also complete sexual harassment training mandated in statute for other boards and commissions.  Ms. Hutchinson is to research and notify board members of the outcome. 
Annual Ethics Training requirements were discussed further and board members are reminded that they must complete the training by December 31st of each year.

A reminder is given that the board is required to meet every 90 days and meetings in the future will be scheduled accordingly.  Chairman Crowe asks if there are any other questions related to these matters, there are none, discussion is closed.
VIII. Any other items for discussion

Chairman Crowe reminds board that Mr. Thornhill anticipates an announcement about the LIGTT project on April 16, 2015 in Washington.  
Chairman Lorino asks what if anything has been done by or for the board concerning the Jones Act issue.  Chairman Crowe says that solutions to problems associated with the Jones Act have been discussed in depth for many years and are being considered as the project moves forward.  
Chairman Crowe asks for any other items that need to come before the board, none are mentioned.  Prior to adjournment Chairman Crowe asks for the visitors to introduce themselves and who they represent.  Visitors present are as follows:
Susanna Kortz with Iv-AGA

Randall Withers with LADOTD

Captain J. Stahl with Marine Consultants

Charles Nelson, Chairman of Waldemar S Nelson and Company(Engineering Firm)

Ben Louviere, P. E. with Waldemar S Nelson and Company

Greg Buisson with Buisson Creative Public Relations
Chairman Crowe thanks everyone for being there asks if there are any other items to discuss before the board, there are none.  

Representative Garofalo makes motion to adjourn, there is no opposition, and meeting adjourns at 1:59 pm.
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