Board of Commissioners of the Iberia Economic Development Authority
 met on Thursday, May 9, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. at 

101 Burke Street, in New Iberia, LA  70560

Cecil Hymel called the meeting to order.  
Mr. Hymel called for the roll:
Members Present: Cecil Hymel, Liz Bodin, Damon Migues, Fran Henderson, Jim Wiggins
Members Absent: 
Others Present: Michael Tarantino, Jeff Simon
There being no public comment, Mr. Hymel asked the commissioner to review agenda item number 4: Authorize board chairman to enter into an agreement for professional property development and planning services.  Mr. Tarantino has been contacted and working with a 

local developer who has indicated that a study focusing on market potential for residential development in the parish would be helpful in determing Iberia Parish and the City of New Iberia’s housing needs. The IEDA would commission and own the results of the study, and the results would be available to the general public.  Mr. Tarantino directed the commissioners to a sample residential market potential analysis completed by Zimmerman/Volk Associates, Inc., which is included in their packets.  The intention is to utilize Zimmerman/Volk Associates, Inc. to produce the study, which would be city-wide, but also focus on several undeveloped tracts suitable for residential development.  The costs of the study should not exceed $25,000.00.

Jeff Simon assured the commissioners that bid law statutes were not applicable, since this is considered a professional services contract.  The commissioners discussed, at length, the need for this type of study, regardless if this particular developer decides to move forward on his project.  

On a motion by Fran Henderson, seconded by Damon Migues, the commissioners unanimously approved the board chairman to enter into an agreement with Zimmerman/Volk Associates, Inc. for a study of residential housing analysis and need.  Mike Tarantino will work with Zimmerman/Volk and report all findings directly to Mr. Hymel. 
Mr. Hymel asked the commissioners to refer to agenda item number 5: Authorize the board chairman to enter into and agreement with Iberia Parish Government to accept local matching funds for  FP&C Project Number 50-NPD-12-01, Progress Point Business Park and Airport Gateway.  This vote would allow for Cecil Hymel, Board Chairman, to sign an agreement with Iberia Pairsh Government to accept local matching funds for acquiring additional acreage for Progress Point Business Park.  On a motion by Damon Migues, seconded by Liz Bodin, the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Tarantino will continue to work on behalf of the authority in gathering all necessary documents, surveys, appraisals, etc., needed to move forward on the property purchase.

There being no further business, on a motion by Jim Wiggin, seconded by Fran Henderson, the meeting was adjourned.  The next regularly scheduled IEDA meeting will be held Thursday, May 23, 2013 at 7:30 am. 

