Iberia Economic Development Authority
Regular Meeting Minutes

Friday, July 26, 2024
 Board of Commissioners of the Iberia Economic Development Authority
 met on Friday, July 26, 2024, at 7:30 a.m. at 

101 Burke Street, New Iberia, LA  70560

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Cecil Hymel and the roll was called for.
Members Present: Scott Saunier, Fran Henderson, Bart Romero, Cecil Hymel
Others Present: Michael Tarantino, Elizabeth Mauney, Jeff Simon
Members Not Present: Damon Migues
Public Comments: Michael Tarantino introduced Missy and Scott Rodgers from Noble Plastics. They gave a short presentation on their business and expressed their interest in locating to Iberia Parish.
Jeff Simon administered the Oath of Office to new IEDA Commissioner Scott Saunier. Everyone welcomed Mr. Saunier to the Board of Commissioners.
Mr. Hymel asked the Commissioners to review the May and June 2024 meeting minutes. On a motion by Bart Romero, seconded by Fran Henderson, the minutes were unanimously accepted.
Mr. Hymel asked the Commissioners to review the financials for the month of May 2024. Ms. Henderson noted that there were no out of the ordinary monthly expenditures in the financials for the month. On a motion by Fran Henderson and seconded by Bart Romero, the financials for the month of May 2024 were unanimously approved.

Mr. Hymel asked the commissioners to discuss and consider contracting Fenstermaker to perform the boundary survey. Mike Tarantino stated that IEDA is seeking to purchase the additional 31.3 acres that is adjacent to Progress Point and stated that he reached out to Fenstermaker to complete a boundary survey. Fran Henderson asked if there was a need for a Public Bid and Jeff Simon explained that there was no need for a Public Bid on services. On a motion by Fran Henderson and seconded by Bart Romero, the decision to contract Fenstermaker to perform a boundary survey passed unanimously.
Mr. Hymel asked Mr. Tarantino to provide his business park updates. Mr. Tarantino reported that we are moving forward with the additional property at Progress Point. Mr. Tarantino explained that some of this project funding is coming from Capitol Outlay so there are specific requirements that need to be met. Mr. Tarantino reported that after the property purchase, we will start moving forward with building out infrastructure so UL can begin their project.
Mr. Hymel asked Mr. Tarantino to provide his Economic Development updates and asked about the water treatment facility at the First Solar site. Mr. Tarantino reported that he has been in contact with Mr. Credeur and the water treatment plant is moving forward, noting that the current construction consists of many water drill rigs and piping. Mr. Saunier asked where First Solar is with their hiring process and Mr. Tarantino reported that First Solar is currently in the process of hiring it’s Pioneer Team which consists of engineers that will be moving to Ohio for a 10-month period and then returning to Louisiana. Mr. Tarantino also reported that First Solar is planning job fairs over the next few months for the other skill sets that they are looking for. Mr. Tarantino provided an update on the supply warehouse and stated that construction is underway and moving forward. 
Mr. Tarantino reviewed the Economic Indicators for the month of July.
On a motion by Fran Henderson, seconded by Bart Romero, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, August 23, 2024 at 7:30 AM. The meeting will be held at the IDF Offices.
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