Iberia Economic Development Authority
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, January 24, 2013
 Board of Commissioners of the Iberia Economic Development Authority
 met on Thursday, January 24, 2013 at 7:30 a.m. at 

101 Burke Street, in New Iberia, LA  70560

Fran Henderson called the meeting to order.
Mrs. Henderson called for the roll:
Members Present: Jim Wiggins, Damon Migues, Fran Henderson, Liz Bodin
Members Absent: Cecil Hymel
Others Present: Michael Tarantino, Jeff Simon, Marti Harrell, Jeremy Stockstill and Phaedra Stockstill
Mrs. Henderson called for Public Comment. Jeremy and Phaedra Stockstill invited all IEDA Commissioners to their upcoming seminar on Social Media and Public Relations for Business, scheduled for March 28th at 6:30 pm at the Ward 8 Recreation Center in Jeanerette.  They also invited all IEDA Commissioners to feel free to attend the regular Jeanerette Chamber meetings held the second Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm at the Chamber office in Jeanerette.
After a review of the minutes from the last meeting, on a motion by Damon Migues, seconded by Liz Bodin, the minutes of the regular December 2013 meeting were unanimously approved.
On a motion by Jim Wiggins, seconded by Damon Migues, the December 2013 financials were unanimously approved.  
The completion and submission of information required by Facility Planning & Control to execute the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement for the business park and airport gateway project was discussed. Jim Wiggins made a motion authorize the chairman to sing off on all paperwork needed to move the process forward.  The motion was seconded by Damon Migues, and passed unanimously.
Iberia Parish Government’s Acquisition Notice Letter to acquire property needed by IPG for the right-of-way for the airport access road was discussed.  Authority attorney Jeff Simon will prepare a letter of response to IPG. On a motion by Damon Migues, seconded by Liz Bodin, the board passed a motion allowing the IEDA chair to sign the response letter to Iberia Parish Government.
Mrs. Henderson asked Mike Tarantino for an update on the Capitol Outlay request.  Mr. Tarantino reminded the commissioners that IEDA’s request for the business park has been approved, and that a 25% local match was required in order to receive state funding.  Mr. Tarantino noted that he is continuing to meet with pertinent parties to work on acquiring the local matching funds, and will continue to keep the IEDA commissioners updated on his progress.
Mr. Tarantino continued with his business park update.  We have received the requested money from the Acadiana Economic Development Council and those dollars will be used to move forward on Phase II of the design phase of the project.  Mr. Tarantino also noted that there was a good news article in The Advocate about the project and encouraged everyone to read it and share it with their colleagues.

Mr. Tarantino introduced Mrs. Marti Harrell, who is new to the IDF team.  Mrs. Harrell will be the IDF’s Market Manager through the BC/BS grant.  Mrs. Harrell gave a brief description of the projects she is currently working on and some others that will be coming up in the near future.    There will be two seafood farmer’s markets, one in Delcambre and one in the West End.  She also announced the new Best Life Iberia initiative, which was created to work hand in hand with the BC/BS grant promoting healthy lifestyles.  They will be airing regularly scheduled shows on KANE radio and invited everyone to listen in and participate.  She also asked that everyone “like” the new Best Life Iberia facebook page.  
Mr. Tarantino provided an economic development update.  The unemployment rate for Iberia Parish is now down to 4%.  He attended the AEDC luncheon yesterday.  It was very well attended and focused on the I-49 project, as well as Louisiana tax reform.  He also attended the Omega Natchiq ribbon cutting at the Port of Iberia.  This new addition will add over 100 new hires for the Omegas team in New Iberia.  
There being no further business to come before the Board, on a motion by Damon Migues, seconded by Liz Bodin, and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned. The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 28, 2013 at 7:30 AM.
