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THE LOUISIANA WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION

3rd REGULAR MEETING

SUMMARY

Tuesday, December 3, 2013
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

1:00 P.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff
The 3rd regular meeting of the Water Resources Commission (Commission) was held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 3, 2013 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Vince Sagnibene, Undersecretary of the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, presided over the meeting. 
Commission members in attendance:
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Vince Sagnibene, Acting Chariman

Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries – Kyle Balkum
Louisiana Municipal Association – Honorable Glenn Brasseaux, Mayor of Carencro
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals – Jonathan “Jake” Causey

Louisiana Landowners Association – Paul Frey

Louisiana League of Women Voters, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, and the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana – Karen Gautreaux

Louisiana Public Service Commission – Eve Kahao Gonzalez

Louisiana Ports Association – Jerry V. Graves

The Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities – Charles Killebrew, Ph.D.

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Christopher Knotts, PE, F.ASCE
The Geographical Area of the state underlain by the Chicot Aquifer – Paul “Jackie” Loewer

Chairman, Senate Committee on Natural Resources – Senator Gerald Long

The Capital Area Groundwater Conservation District – Eugene H. Owen

The Sabine River Authority – Jim Pratt

Louisiana Department of Economic Development – Paul Sawyer

Office of Conservation – Jim Welsh

Louisiana Farm Bureau – Linda G. Zaunbrecher

Call to Order
Vince Sagnibene, Undersecretary, Department of Environmental Quality, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. with welcoming remarks. 

Roll Call
John Adams, Attorney for the Office of Conservation, called roll; 17 members were present and 7 members were absent.  A quorum of 12 or more members was obtained.  
Chairman’s Remarks
Vince Sagnibene introduced Karen Gautreaux as a new member of the commission.
Adoption of Meeting Summary from June 5, 2013
John Adams presented the meeting summary from the June 5, 2013 meeting.  A motion to adopt the minutes was made by Vince Sagnibene and seconded by Jim Pratt.  The motion passed unanimously.

Review of Fall 2013 Workshop, Comments, and Revised Draft Scope of Services
Matthew Reonas presented a review of the Water Resources Commission workshop in October 2013 and explained edits, additions, and other changes to the proposed scope of services for a water management plan design strategy discussed at that program. The proposed scope of services was written to support the Water Resources Commission resolution from the June 5, 2013 meeting, a resolution that called for funding to develop a state water management plan.  
Progress Report on 2012 Recommendations
Matthew Reonas presented a review of major issues and updates to recommendations as found in the 2012 Interim Report to the Legislature. Specifically, he provided information on the DNR/USGS groundwater monitoring well network, education issues, recent outreach work in south Caddo Parish, and the management of saltwater encroachment in Capital Area aquifers. He also presented key findings from the Office of Conservation’s report as requested by House Concurrent Resolution No. 150 of 2013 regarding water well driller availability and demand in the state. 
New Water System Requirements
Jonathan “Jake” Causey, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, gave an overview of the new requirements for water systems due to the outbreak of Primary Amebic Meningoencephalitis (PAM) caused by the Naegleria fowleri amoeba in St. Bernard and DeSoto Parishes.
Public Comments
Public comments were taken from John Hillman.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 2:18 p.m. 
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