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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION

17TH REGULAR MEETING 

SUMMARY

Wednesday, August 18, 2010
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

11:00 A.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff
The 17th regular meeting of the Ground Water Resources Commission (Commission) was held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, August 18, 2010 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The Chair of the Ground Water Resources Commission, Lt. Governor Scott A. Angelle was present and presided over the meeting. 
Commission members in attendance:
Office of the Governor & Chair – Lt. Governor Scott Angelle

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Kyle Balkum

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Zahir “Bo” Bolourchi

Louisiana Chemical Association, Louisiana Mid-Continent 

Oil & Gas Association, Louisiana Association of Business 

and Industry and Louisiana Pulp & Paper Association – James S. Burland

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals – Glenn Cambre

Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Board of Commissioners – Thomas “Gene” Coleman
Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Geologist or Engineer 

With expertise in Ground Water Resource Management – William R. Downs

Louisiana Landowners Association – Paul Frey

Appointed by the Governor, from a list of names 

submitted by the Louisiana Municipal Association – Dan Hollingsworth

Louisiana Wildlife Federation and League of Women Voters – James “Jimmy” Johnston

Representative of the geographical area of the State underlain by the Chicot Aquifer – Paul “Jackie” Loewer

Appointed by the Governor: Represents the 

Police Jury Association of Louisiana – Robert “Mickey” Mays

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Paul Miller 

Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Capital 

Area Ground Water Conservation District – Eugene Owen

Office of Conservation – Jim Welsh

Call to Order
Lieutenant Governor and Chairman Scott Angelle called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. with welcoming remarks including recognition of Representative Jim Morris and Representative Richard Burford. 

Roll Call
John Adams, Attorney for the Environmental Division of the Office of Conservation called roll; 15 members were present and 4 members were absent.  A quorum of 10 or more members was obtained.  

Adoption of Meeting Summary
John Adams presented the meeting summary from the April 7, 2010 meeting.  A motion to adopt the minutes was made by Mr. Glenn Cambre and seconded by Mr. James Burland and was passed unanimously.

Update on the Statewide Ground Water Management Plan

Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Snellgrove, Office of Conservation Environmental Division Director, to present the current status of the statewide Ground Water Conservation Plan. Mr. Snellgrove answered questions from the Commission. Chairman Angelle then introduced Dr. Christel Slaughter who discussed the process and results of interviewing commission members and stakeholders for input into the management plan.  Mr. Snellgrove then discussed the upcoming Ground Water Management Plan Workshop to be held in Alexandria to gain further input from the Commission, Task Force and Public to be considered in preparing the plan.
Briefing of Attorney General’s Surface Water Use Opinions
Chairman Angelle gave a presentation on the recent release of several opinions concerning surface water use issued by the state’s chief legal adviser.
Briefing of Acts 955 and 994

Chairman Angelle gave a presentation on two Acts enacted in the most recent legislative session and answered questions from the commission.
Katrina/Rita Damaged Water Well P&A Funding Update

Chairman Angelle introduced Patrick Forbes of the Louisiana Recovery Authority to address issues regarding water wells damaged by the Katrina/Rita hurricanes.
DNR Running Surface Water Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Update

Chairman Angelle introduced Mr. Rick Heck, Director of Petroleum Lands in the Office of Mineral Resources within the Department of Natural Resources, who gave a presentation on the effects of surface water use cooperative endeavor agreements as implemented by the Louisiana Mineral and Energy Board under Act 955.
U.S. Department of the Interior Cooperative Watershed Management Program

Chairman Angelle introduced John Adams, who gave a presentation on the purpose and status of the Cooperative Watershed Management Program.
Ground Water Resources Programs General Update
Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Snellgrove to present updates of the evolution of the Water Drillers program, the Haynesville Shale Frac Water Supply Report, Statewide Water Well Notification Audit and Enforcement Report and the Public Outreach and Education Report.

Public Comments
Public comments were taken from Mr. Buck Vandersteen of the Louisiana Forestry Association and Ms. Lindsay Gouedy of the Sparta Commission.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
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