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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION

11TH REGULAR MEETING 

SUMMARY

Thursday, March 5, 2009

Minden, Louisiana

11:00 A.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff
The 11th regular meeting of the Ground Water Resources Commission (Commission) was held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, March 5, 2009 in Minden, Louisiana in the Minden City Hall located at 520 Broadway Street. The Chair of the Ground Water Resources Commission, Scott A. Angelle was present and presided over the meeting. 
Commission members in attendance:
Office of the Governor & Chair – Scott Angelle

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry & Vice Chair – Bradley E. Spicer

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries – Kyle Balkum

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Zahir “Bo” Bolourchi

Louisiana Chemical Association, Louisiana Mid-Continent 

Oil & Gas Association, Louisiana Association of Business 

and Industry and Louisiana Pulp & Paper Association – James S. Burland

Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Board of Commissioners – Thomas “Gene” Coleman
Louisiana Farm Bureau – Elliot D. Colvin

Louisiana Landowner’s Association – Paul D. Frey

Appointed by the Governor, from a list of names 

submitted by the Louisiana Municipal Association – Dan Hollingsworth

Louisiana Wildlife Federation and League of Women Voters – James “Jimmy” Johnston

Appointed by the Governor: Represents the 

Police Jury Association of Louisiana – Robert “Mickey” Mays

Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Capital 

Area Ground Water Conservation District – Eugene Owen

Office of Conservation – Jim Welsh

Call to Order
Department of Natural Resources Secretary and Chairman Scott Angelle called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. with welcoming remarks. This was followed by remarks by local elected officials, Bill Robertson, Mayor of the City of Minden, Charles Walker, President of the Webster Parish Police Jury, Representative Jim Morris, Representative Sam Little and Representative Jean Doerge.  Also introduced were Jonathan Johnson of Representative Alexander’s Office and Leslie Quinn of State Senator David Vitter’s Office. 
Roll Call
Blake Canfield, Office of Conservation Attorney called roll; 13 members were present and 6 members were absent.  A quorum of 10 or more members was obtained.  

Vice Chairperson 
Commissioner Coleman nominated Commissioner Spicer for the Vice Chair. There were no other nominees. By vote viva voce, Commissioner Spicer was elected unanimously as Vice Chair.
Overview of Major North Louisiana Aquifer Systems
A presentation was given by Ben McGee, Supervisory Hydrologist for the USGS, Louisiana Water Science Center, covering the topics of the current and past character of the major aquifer systems in north Louisiana and answering questions from the Commission and the public.

Commissioner of Conservation’s Ground Water Report
Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Snellgrove, Office of Conservation Environmental Division Director, to present the second report on the development of Commissioner of Conservation’s Ground Water Report. The report focused on recent activities of the Environmental Division, including compliance audit results and the pathway forward, as well as, actions taken to address concerns centering on the use of groundwater for natural gas drilling activity in the Haynesville Shale area of Northwest Louisiana. Mr. Snellgrove answered questions from the Commission. 

Reports
Gary Snellgrove presented a brief report on the issue of water from domestic wells being used for supplying hydraulic fracturing projects. Mr. Snellgrove provided an update on the amendment to the Office of Conservation ground water management rules (LAC 43:VI. Subpart 1). Blake Canfield presented a brief report to the Commission on the current status of the Ground Water Advisory Task Force, established by Act 49 of the 2003 Regular Session. It was announced that a meeting of the Task Force would be scheduled for late April 2009 and that all members would be notified in advance. Both Blake Canfield and Gary Snellgrove answered questions from the Commission and the public.
New Business
The Commission voted unanimously to adopt a motion to seek money for the study of ground water and conservation techniques in Louisiana, specifically focusing on the areas of ground water concern in the Sparta Aquifer. (Copy of Motion attached).
Public Comments
Public comments were taken from Mr. John Neilson of Mansfield, Louisiana; Mr. P. Lane; Ms. Alice Stewart; Ms. Sheryl Johnson; Mr. Charles Grubb and Mr. Rick Hohlt. In addition a copy of a resolution from the Louisiana Association of Conservation Districts supporting the use of the alternative water sources in lieu of groundwater from the Carrizo-Wilcox for hydraulic fracturing associated with Haynesville Shale, was submitted into the record. (attached hereto)  
Schedule for the Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the commission was set for Ruston, Louisiana at a time and place to be determined.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 2:31 p.m.
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