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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION

15TH REGULAR MEETING 

SUMMARY

Wednesday, February 3, 2010
Shreveport, Louisiana

11:00 A.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff
The 15th regular meeting of the Ground Water Resources Commission (Commission) was held at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, February 3, 2010 in Shreveport, Louisiana. The Chair of the Ground Water Resources Commission, Scott A. Angelle was present and presided over the meeting. 
Commission members in attendance:
Office of the Governor & Chair – Scott Angelle

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Kyle Balkum

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Zahir “Bo” Bolourchi

Louisiana Chemical Association, Louisiana Mid-Continent 

Oil & Gas Association, Louisiana Association of Business 

and Industry and Louisiana Pulp & Paper Association – James S. Burland

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals – Glenn Cambre

Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Board of Commissioners – Thomas “Gene” Coleman
Louisiana Farm Bureau – Elliot D. Colvin

Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Geologist or Engineer 

With expertise in Ground Water Resource Management – William R. Downs

Louisiana Landowners Association – Paul Frey

Appointed by the Governor, from a list of names 

submitted by the Louisiana Municipal Association – Dan Hollingsworth

Representative of the geographical area of the State underlain by the Chicot Aquifer – Paul “Jackie” Loewer

Appointed by the Governor: Represents the 

Police Jury Association of Louisiana – Robert “Mickey” Mays

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Paul Miller

Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Capital 

Area Ground Water Conservation District – Eugene Owen

Office of Conservation – Jim Welsh

Call to Order
Department of Natural Resources Secretary and Chairman Scott Angelle called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. with welcoming remarks. 

Roll Call
John Adams, Attorney for the Department of Natural Resources Office of Conservation called roll; 15 members were present and 4 members were absent.  A quorum of 10 or more members was obtained.  

Adoption of Minutes

John Adams presented the minutes from the December 2, 2009 meeting.  A motion to adopt the minutes was made by Mr. Eugene Owen and seconded by Mr. James Burland and was passed unanimously.
Update on Northwest Louisiana Water Resource Issues 
Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Hanson, Professor at LSU in Shreveport and Director of the Red River Watershed Management Institute who gave a presentation on the issues of interest in Northwest Louisiana.
Office of Conservation Rules and Process to Protect Groundwater During Oil and Gas Drilling and Production 
Chairman Angelle introduced Jim Broussard, Office of Conservation Shreveport Field Office Director, to present the Office of Conservation’s rules and construction requirements for oil and gas wells and how they relate to the protection of freshwater sands.

Evolution of the Water Well Drillers Program
Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Snellgrove, Office of Conservation Environmental Division Director who gave an update on the transfer of the water drillers programs from DOTD to DNR.
State Reservoir Priority and Development Program

Gary Snellgrove introduced Bo Bolourchi from the Department of Transportation and Development and the DOTD’s representative on the Ground Water Resources Commission, who gave an overview of DOTD’s surface water evaluation plan and how it will work in conjunction with the Statewide Groundwater Management Plan. 
Statewide Groundwater Management Plan
Gary Snellgrove introduced Dr. Mohan Menon of Ecology and Environment, LLC, who gave an explanation as to the scope of services and process that will be used to formulate the Statewide Groundwater Management Plan.

General Updates
Mr. Gary Snellgrove went on to present updates of the Katrina and Rita Water Well Damage Assessment with regard to LRA funding, Haynesville Shale Frac Water Supply Report, Statewide Water Well Notification Audit and the Public Outreach and Education Report.
Louisiana Rural Water Association
Chairman Angelle introduced Pat Credeur of the Louisiana Rural Water Association to give an overview of the functions of the association.
Public Comments
Public comments were taken from Ms. Alice Stewart of Claiborne Parish and the Sparta Commission; Mr. John Nelson of Desoto Parish; Mr. Phillip Lane of Keithville; Ms. Johnson with the Union County Water Conservation Board; Ms Teresa Wyatt of the Lincoln Parish Police Jury; Ms Jodee Bruyninckx of the Louisiana Oil and Gas Association; and a package of information was deposited into the record by Mr. William Dubose and Ms. C.C. Canady of the United Neighbors for Oil and Gas Rights.
Schedule for the Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the commission was set for Wednesday, April 7, 2010 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
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