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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
10TH REGULAR MEETING 
SUMMARY

Thursday, December 18th, 2008
1:00 P.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff
The regular semiannual meeting of the Ground Water Resources Commission (Commission) was held at 1 p.m. on Thursday, December 18, 2008 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in the La Belle Room on the first floor of the LaSalle Building located at 617 North Third Street. The Chair of the Ground Water Resources Commission, Scott A. Angelle was present and presided over the majority of the meeting. Near the end of the meeting the Chair excused himself, at which time the Vice Chair, Carrie Castille, presided until adjournment.  
Commission members in attendance:
Office of the Governor & Chair – Scott Angelle
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry & Vice Chair – Carrie Castille

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries – Kyle Balkum

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Zahir “Bo” Bolourchi

Louisiana Chemical Association, Louisiana Mid-Continent 

Oil & Gas Association, Louisiana Association of Business 

and Industry and Louisiana Pulp & Paper Association – James S. Burland

Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Board of Commissioners – Thomas “Gene” Coleman
Appointed by the Governor; Geologist or Engineer with 

expertise in Ground Water Resource Management – William R. Downs

Louisiana Landowner’s Association – Paul D. Frey

Appointed by the Governor, from a list of names 

submitted by the Louisiana Municipal Association – Dan Hollingsworth

Appointed by the Governor, a member who resides or works 

in the geographical area underlain by the Chicot aquifer – Jackie Loewer, Jr.

Appointed by the Governor: Represents the 

Police Jury Association of Louisiana – Robert “Mickey” Mays

Appointed by the Governor; Represents the Capital 
Area Ground Water Conservation District – Eugene Owen
Office of Conservation – Jim Welsh
Commission members not in attendance but who sent representatives: 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Paul Miller attended on behalf of Hal Leggett
Call to Order
Department of Natural Resources Secretary and Chairman Scott Angelle called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m. with welcoming remarks. Blake Canfield, Office of Conservation Attorney called roll; 13 members were present and 6 members were absent.  A quorum of 10 or more members was obtained.  Chairman Angelle recognized the 5 new members, which were present and asked that everyone introduce themselves. Following introductions by the commission members, the new members were presented certificates of membership from the Secretary of State’s Office and were sworn to oath by Monique Edwards, Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Executive Counsel. 
Rules of order 
Commissioner Hollingsworth moved that Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, (10th ed.) be adopted as the rules of order for the Ground Water Resources Commission. The motion was adopted without debate.

Vice Chairperson 
Commissioner Owen moved to extend the agenda to allow for the election of a vice chairperson. The motion was adopted without debate. Commissioner Coleman nominated Commissioner Castille for the Vice Chair. There were no other nominees. A vote viva voce was taken and Commissioner Castille was elected Vice Chair unanimously.

Commissioner of Conservation’s Ground Water Report
Chairman Angelle introduced Gary Snellgrove, Office of Conservation Environmental Division Director, to present information on the development of the first semi-annual Commissioner of Conservation’s Ground Water Report. It was explained that updates of the Report would be presented at all future meetings of the Commission to provide commissioners with current vital statistics on, among other things, ground water use and the Office of Conservation’s regulation of groundwater resources. The report will include statistical information and data that summarizes the ground water resources program’s performance indicator information, DNR water well registration statistics, and ground water use data for the Sparta aquifer areas of ground water concern. 
Reports
Blake Canfield presented a brief report to the Commission on the current status of the Ground Water Advisory Task Force, established by Act 49 of the 2003 Regular Session. The Task Force is empowered to assist the Commissioner of Conservation and the Commission with the continued development of the ground water management program. It was further reported that in order to determine the current membership status of the task force, letters had been sent out by the Commissioner of Conservation, Jim Welsh, to each of the entities listed in Act 49 of 2003 as having representation on the Task Force. 
The Commission was then provided with an update on the proposed amendment to the Office of Conservation’s Ground Water Management Rules, found at LAC 43:VI.Subpart 1. It was explained that a Notice of Intent had been published in the Louisiana State Register on November 20, 2008 and that a public hearing for comment had been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. December 29, 2008 in the La Belle Room of the La Salle Building located at 617 North Third Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802, with the public comment period remaining open until January 5, 2009. 

A report was presented by Commissioner Welsh and Gary Snellgrove on natural gas exploration and production activity in the Haynesville Shale and its impact on ground water. Specific ground water issues associated with the Carrizo-Wilcox in Caddo and DeSoto parishes were discussed. Possible use alternatives to ground water from the Carrizo-Wilcox were discussed, such as using ground water from the Red River Alluvial aquifer, surface water from the Red River and water associated with dewatering projects at lignite mining operations in the area.

Finally, Gary Snellgrove reported on two recent meetings attended by DNR staff and Sparta Aquifer Ground Water Conservation District Board members in the Ruston area and in West Monroe to discuss groundwater issues associated with the Sparta aquifer. Current projects and plans for use alternatives to using Sparta groundwater were also highlighted.
Public Comments
Public comments were taken from Mr. Gary Hanson of Shreveport, Louisiana; Mr. John Neilson of Mansfield, Louisiana; and Mr. Tim Deux of Lafayette, Louisiana. 
Schedule for the Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the commission was set for Thursday, March 5, 2009 at the Minden City Hall in the Minden City Council Chambers. An exact time was to be determined.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m.
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