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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER RESOURCES COMMISSION
9TH MEETING 

SUMMARY

Monday, October 13th, 2008
1:00 P.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff

Commission members in attendance:
Office of the Governor & Chair – Secretary Scott Angelle
Office of Conservation – Commissioner Jim Welsh
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry – Brad Spicer
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Paul Miller for Hal Leggett
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries – Kyle Balkum
Sparta Groundwater Conservation District Board of Commissioners – Gene Coleman
Louisiana Chemical Association, Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association, Louisiana Association of Business and Industry and Louisiana Pulp & Paper Association – James Burland
Louisiana Farm Bureau – Elliot Colvin

Louisiana Landowner’s Association – Paul Frey

Call to Order
Department of Natural Resources Secretary and Chairman Scott Angelle called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. with welcoming remarks.  Members were presented certificates of membership from the Governor’s Office and were sworn to oath by Monique Edwards, Department of Natural Resources Executive Counsel.  Secretary Angelle called roll and acknowledged that 9 members were present and 9 members were absent.  A quorum of 10 or more members was not obtained.
Department of Natural Resources Staff Activities & Old Business
Division staff provided information on the history of ground water law in Louisiana, SONRIS database and GIS management improvements, online water well registration efforts, MODFLOW ground water use and contamination modeling software capabilities, water well notification form revision, water well evaluation procedures, Our Lives, Our Water ground water education and conservation video production, USGS and Dept. of Health and Hospitals cooperative agreements, Haynesville Shale and Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer activities, and proposed regulatory amendments to LAC 43:VI.Subpart 1 for ground water resources.  Information Technology staff demonstrated the recently developed GIS mapping overlay including recent USGS water well data collected in the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer for both internal and external use.
New Business & Chairman Comments
Commission members were provided a proposed draft Statewide Regional Bodies Regulatory Amendment for consideration.  Members briefly commented on establishing additional regional bodies and existing regional commissions.  No action was taken on the issue during the meeting. 
Secretary Angelle stated goals and objectives during the meeting which include:  1) improve data collection and dissemination of Office of Conservation Ground Water Resources Program and statewide aquifer systems vital statistics, 2) increase ground water conservation awareness efforts throughout the education system, 3) explore the possibility of creating subcommittees, and 4) develop the ground water resources commission and program into a national leader.
Other administrative items discussed were to include a court reporter to record future commission meetings, consider holding a commission meeting in North Louisiana in the Spring of 2009, place a link on the DNR web site for viewing the ground water conservation and educational video, Our Lives, Our Water.

Schedule for the Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting of the commission was set for Thursday, December 18, 2008 at 1:00 P.M.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
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