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THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY TASK FORCE
SUMMARY

Meeting Summary

Wednesday, December 14, 2011

1:00 P.M.
Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff

Advisory Task Force members in attendance:

The Executive Director of the State Soil & Water Conservation Commission, designee – Joseph C. “Joey” Breaux

A representative of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette – Timothy Duex

A representative of the Capital Area Groundwater Conservation Commission District – Tony Duplechin

A representative of the Louisiana Engineering Society who is a registered engineer with reservoir experience – Jim Ferguson

The Chancellor of the Louisiana State University Agriculture Center, designee – Ernest Girouard

A representative of the Irrigation Association – Marshall A. “Mike” Goree

The president of the Louisiana Chemical Association, designee – Henry T. Graham, Jr.

A representative from the Louisiana State University at Shreveport Watershed Management Initiative – Gary Hanson

A representative of the Citizens for a Clean Environment – William Herke

A representative of the New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board – Robert B. Jackson

The director of the Louisiana Geological Survey – Chacko John

The executive director of the Louisiana Wildlife Federation – Randy Lanctot

The president of the Louisiana Farm Bureau, designee – Kyle McCann

The Louisiana State Conservationist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, designee – W. Britt Paul

One representative of the Sabine River Authority – Jim Pratt

The executive director of the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, designee – Kathy Wascom
Opening of the Meeting
Jim Pratt, Chairman of the Advisory Task Force, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. with welcoming remarks.  The roll was called and sixteen (16) members were present; therefore, a quorum of fifteen (15) members was obtained.  
Update on Legislation to address Quorum Issue

Environmental Division staff of the Office of Conservation, Department of Natural Resources gave a presentation on Act 301 of the 2011 legislative session which changed the quorum requirements of the Ground Water Management Advisory Task Force (Task Force) to 15.
Update on Title 56 and 43 amendments

Environmental Division staff gave a presentation on the status of amendments to the water well construction and registration regulations.

EBR Metro Council Resolution No. 48944

Environmental Division staff gave a presentation on Resolution 48944 of the EBR Metro Council requesting the Commissioner of Conservation to hold a hearing regarding the lowering of the water table under the Parish of East Baton Rouge due to excessive pumping of groundwater and the acceleration of the intrusion of salt water into East Baton Rouge’s drinking water.
The Task Force passed a resolution in support of EBR Metro Council Resolution No. 48944.

Recent Developments SRA Toledo Bend

Jim Pratt, Director of the Sabine River Authority gave a presentation on current issues concerning the Toledo Bend Reservoir.
Groundwater Resources Commission Update
Environmental Division staff gave presentations on the topics addressed in the December 5, 2011 Groundwater Resources Commission Meeting.
Public Comments
Public comments were received from several members of the public in attendance.
Schedule for the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be scheduled after the legislature receives and has had the opportunity to respond to the report on water management to be submitted in March, 2012.
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