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DRAFT

THE LOUISIANA GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY TASK FORCE
SUMMARY

Tuesday, April 14, 2009
1:00 P.M.

Prepared by:

The Department of Natural Resources

Office of Conservation

Environmental Division Staff

Advisory Task Force members in attendance:

Senate Committee on Environmental Quality – Nara Crowley
Louisiana district Chief, U. S. Geological Survey – Charles R. Demas

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center – Ernest Girouard

LSU Shreveport Watershed Management Initiative – Gary Hanson

Louisiana Geological Survey – Chacko J. John

Louisiana Wildlife Federation – Randy Lanctot

Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association – R. Michael Lyons

Louisiana Farm Bureau – Kyle McCann

Sparta Groundwater Conservation District – Olevia McDonald

Louisiana Crawfish Farmers Association – Stephen Minvielle

Office of the Governor – Jody Montelaro
Louisiana Engineering Society – John W. “Billy” Moore

Louisiana State Conservationist, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service – Britt Paul

Louisiana Municipal Water Association – Gene Owen

Sabine River Authority – Jim Pratt

Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Chairman – Senator Reggie Dupre, Jr.

American Sugar Cane League – Herman Waguespack, Jr.
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana – Kathy Wascom

The Association of Public Utilities – Dennie Williams

Commission members in attendance:
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources  – Monique Edwards, General Counsel
 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries – Kyle Balkum
Louisiana Chemical Association, Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association, Louisiana Association of Business and Industry and Louisiana Pulp & Paper Association – James Burland

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development – Bo Bolourchi
Louisiana League of Women Voters and the Louisiana Wildlife Federation – James Johnston

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality – Paul D. Miller

Capital Area Groundwater Conservation District – Gene Owen

Call to Order
Department of Natural Resources General Counsel, Monique Edwards, called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m. with welcoming remarks.  Nineteen (19) of forty-eight (48) members were present; therefore, a quorum of twenty-four (24) members was not obtained.  Ms. Edwards then introduced Senator Reggie Dupre, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Jody Montelaro, Policy Advisor to the Governor.
Overview of Duties under Louisiana Ground Water Management Law
Blake Canfield, Attorney for the Office of Conservation, gave a PowerPoint presentation giving the background of the Ground Water Resources Commission and Ground Water Management Advisory Task Force.   Attendees were given copies of the presentation.
Ground Water Resources Commission Update
Consideration of Public Education and Outreach – Ground Water Management/Conservation
Gary Snellgrove, Director of the Environmental Division of the Office of Conservation, asked the audience to send suggestions as to ways to best educate the public by May 1, 2009.  This request led to discussion of the impact this effort would take on the real problems facing Louisiana in addressing the groundwater issues.  One member stated that education, conservation and more regulation would not solve the ground water problems in our state.
The suggestion was made to solicit active participation by the Advisory Task Force members.  Attendees voiced their disappointment at the low attendance and the fact that they had taken time and money to attend a meeting when no quorum was met; therefore, no voting could take place.  The suggestion was made to ensure a quorum would be met before the next meeting is scheduled. 
Other suggestions made by the members included:  reporting of new water wells to two (2) state agencies is inefficient, the effort to create an agency for water resources was attempted in the past to no avail; use the DOTD database for tracking domestic wells, put more effort into alternate and reclaimed water use, the “critical” status may be needed in order to obtain federal funding, and additional studies are not needed since the C. H. Fenstermaker report is comprehensive and available for viewing on the DNR website.
Work is currently underway to merge the efforts of DNR and DOTD in dealing with ground water and surface water issues in the state.  It was also recommended that members of the Advisory Task Force review the C.H. Fenstermaker report in order to be informed on water issues facing the state.
Public Comments
Concern was expressed by a DeSoto Parish resident regarding the possibility of the Wilcox Carrizo Aquifer becoming similar to the Sparta Aquifer before action is taken.

It was noted that stimulus money available is for repair to existing water systems only.   A suggestion was made to provide financial incentives for converting from ground water use to surface water. 
One member stated the task force should work together not as adversaries

GWRC Commission Comments

The comment was made that domestic well use is part of the problem; not only industrial use.  Another  

member stated that DNR Secretary, Scott Angelle and Commissioner of Conservation, James H. Welsh are currently working on a statewide water management plan. 

Schedule for the Next Meeting
To be determined
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
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